[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]



Founded February 6, 1962

April, 2003

Volume 42  Issue 4

CQ CQ CQCQ CQ CQ FROM THE PRESIDENTS SHACK
The MARA Meeting was very busy to say the least, thanks to our guests.  As we move into spring, the club looks forward to Field Day and a change of club officers.  Field Day is coming fast if we are to participate, we need to plan.  If you wish to give a hand in this please let me know.  Hope to see you all at the April meeting.

73 W1JOE.

Secretary’s Report

President Joe W1JOE opened the meeting at 19:55 with a moment of silence for Bill Ward W1ULJ. Bill will surely missed by MARA.

Directors present: Joe W1JOE, Gil W1GMF, and Roy KB1CYV.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Read and accepted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Roy KB1CYV

Accepted as published in the January newsletter.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

The temporary 2-meter repeater continues to do the job, as does the 440 repeater.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FY.

No activity.

SKYWARN/ARES: Carl N1FY.

Nothing new to report.  Any announcements will be issued on the weekly nets.

OLD BUSINESS:

There was no outstanding old business.

NEW BUSINESS: 

Mike Goldberg K1LJN gave a talk on the ARRL Official Observer/Amateur Auxiliary programs. Carl N1EVT gave a presentation on WBZ’s antenna history.  [Ed: more in the May MARANews]

Meeting closed at 21:30. 

Respectively Submitted

Roy KB1CYV, Secretary

W2SUB for SOTA

Allan Cox, K1VQ, will be operating W2SUB for Submarines On The Air (SOTA) on the weekend of April 26-27.

Allan is looking for ops to work W2SUB with him.  If you’d like to participate in SOTA, coordinate with Allan on the repeater or by e-mail at K1VQ@arrl.net.  Allan will be coordinating the operations for this year’s SOTA.  Just remember to turn in all logs to Allan or to Bob, N1EDM.  Cards from anyone you work will be forwarded to you as they are received.

While you are at it, whether you work SOTA or not, please take a minute to head over to the W2SUB web site at www.qsl.net/w2sub and have a look around.  Any comments or suggestions will be appreciated.

SOTA Frequencies will be:

CW: 43 KHz above the bottom of the HF bands and 50.143 for 6 meters.  

SSB: +/- 15 KHz from 3.943, 7.243, 14.243 21.360*, 28.343, and 50.143.  SSTV will be on 21.340.  You can also check 21.360 for the German Navy League frequency.

Brockton EOC

John Mahon

Many of you have received a note from John Mahon, N1PYN, regarding his trying to form an EOC in Brockton, to help out in times of need.

According to John, the Brockton EOC is in pretty poor shape, equipment-wise where hams are concerned.  His first task is to build the EOC into a functioning entity for Brockton.

John emphasizes that he is not trying to recruit hams away from the Bridgewater or Taunton EOC‘s.  He’s trying to build his own cadre from the 120+ hams in the Brockton area who would like to help their own home town.

John has already taken the first step by submitting an application for a ham radio callsign to be used at the EOC.  He’s looking for a group of about 6 hams to become part of the EOC.  Right now he’s a one-man show.

If you feel that you would like to be a part of this building process with John, contact him at n1pyn@arrl.org.

Skywarn Training

Skywarn training will be held locally at the following dates & locations

Plymouth  Community Intermediate School, 117 Long Pond Road, Plymouth.

Wednesday, May 7, 2003 7-10PM.

Walpole Town Hall Senior Center.

Thursday, May 8, 2003, 7-10PM.

Amateur Radio at the Boston Marathon

Radio operators are making preparations to support the 107th running of the Boston Athletic Association Boston Marathon on April 21, 2003.  Amateur Radio plays a vital part in supporting runners before, during, and after the marathon.  This year we have a combined organization handling all phases of radio support; start area, length of the course, and finish line.  Positions are available starting early in the day in Hopkington, along the route at aid and water stations, and at finish line operations in Boston.  You can chose which activity you will be involved with, or work multiple locations.  In Hopkington, we will assist with coordinating the multiple parking areas and providing for start line safety.  Along the 26-mile route, you will be assisting the Red Cross at aid stations with supply requirements and ambulance dispatch.  Runner pick up busses traveling the route will have hams on board.  At the finish line, you’ll be working with the medical teams and shadowing officials.

You will need a 2M or dual band HT, extended antenna, and extra batteries for participation.  Procedure sheets will be available before the event.  We will try to accommodate your needs within the confines of the event set up.  To signup mail in the BAA volunteer form available at the BAA web site (http://www.baa.org).  You can find the volunteer form by clicking B.A.A Marathon under B.A.A.  Volunteering then click GENERAL VOLUNTEER APPLICATION.  Fill it out and mail it in as instructed.  Check in the Race Day section: if you want to work the start check radio team; if you want to work the finish check ham radio (finish only); and if you want to work the course check ham radio (course only).  We will be doing a mailing at the end of Feb.  with more details.  You will be able to change your mind at that time as well.  Or feel free to contact Steve Schwarm, W3EVE at (508) 384-7697, w3eve@arrl.net.  Please no calls after 9PM or before 8AM.

-Steve Schwarm, W3EVE

Walk for Hunger 

Sunday May 4, 2003
by Bruce Pigott, KC1US

Your skills are needed!  Put that communications training you have received to good use at Project Bread's Walk for Hunger.  This will be the 35th event with radio operators playing a key role for many years.  Last year over 42,000 walkers participated, raising a record 3.2 million dollars.  This money funds in part emergency food programs at nearly 400 food pantries, kitchens and shelters throughout Massachusetts. More information about the walk itself or the food programs can be found at <http://www.projectbread.org/>. Our vital support is needed this year more than ever, due to the increased demand on these services.

Using two meter equipment, we will be in key areas tying together the over 1,500 volunteers with the Project Bread walk managers.  With better weather coming, it will be a nice day to be outside, helping this worthwhile cause. Positions are available throughout the day along the twenty-mile route from Boston out to Newton and back.  We need coordinator shadows, van communicators, operators with walking marshals and at checkpoints.  All skill levels of hams are needed.  Net control will be using the special event call sign of W4H.

To join in on the fun, sign up on line at the Crocker Public Service Group web site <http://cpsg.amateur-radio.net/>, send a message to <W4H2003@amateur-radio.net> or call me after 7:30PM at 781-275-3740.

Thank You – Bruce, KC1US

Hosstraders Flea Market reminder

Tentative dates for 2003 are May 3 and October 4.  Dates will be confirmed soon.


The only official word regarding the Hosstraders hamfest is from the following three stations:

Norm Blake WA1IVB; Joe Demaso K1RQG; and Bob Tiffany W1GWU

Titanic Anniversary Special Event

The Titanic Anniversary Special Event is set:  Join the Titanic Historical Society and the Yankee Wireless Association for an Amateur Radio Special Event to commemorate the 40th anniversary of The Titanic Historical Society and the 91st anniversary of the Titanic disaster.  The station will be located at The Titanic Museum in Indian Orchard, MA.  Special Event station W1MGY (MGY was the Titanic's radio call sign) will commence on-the-air operation on April 11 at 1330 UTC (the time the Titanic left Queenstown Harbor) and will cease operation on April 15 at 0527 UTC (the time the Titanic's last transmission was heard by the Virginian).  Operation will center on the following modes and frequencies:

SSB, 3860; 7260; 14,260; 18,160; 21,360; and 28,236 kHz;

CW, 7033; 14,033; 18,099; 21,033; and 28,033 kHz; 

AM,3885 kHz; 

FM, 146.52 MHz.

A brief hand-sent CW tribute to the Titanic and its wireless operators will follow the Special Event on some frequencies.  A commemorative QSL card is available in return for a QSL and SASE.  As part of this special event, a low-frequency station will transmit from a location near the museum in Westfield, Massachusetts.  Listen for MGY at 185 kHz and copy the Titanic commemorative message.  All transmissions will be at approximately 10 WPM using "simulated spark" modulated CW. Send signal report, time and message text accompanied by a 9x12 SASE to receive a commemorative certificate.  Send QSLs and reports to Titanic Historical Society QSL, PO Box 51053, 208 Main St, Indian Orchard, MA 01151-0053.

Museum Ships on the Air

The shipyard where the USS Salem is located has not renewed the lease which is scheduled to expire in June. Therefore this year the Museum Ship Event will be sponsored by the USS Cassin Young in Boston harbor.  The USS Salem will however take part if the ship is still in Quincy on the event date.  The event will take place on July 19th and 20th.  July 19th 0001Z through 2359Z July 20th.

Callsign W2SUB is available for anyone who wants to work as part of this event.  Contact Bob, N1EDM at n1edm@attbi.com to let him know that you’re interested.

For more information on MSOTA, go to: http://www.qsl.net/ww2dd/index.html.

K1RMC's email is K1rmc@aol.com.

Support Growing for Favorable 40-M Realignment

The ARRL Letter; Vol. 22, #10, 3/7/03

With World Radiocommunication Conference 2003 (WRC-03) getting under way in about three months in Geneva, support is growing for two favorable proposals to create a 300-kHz worldwide 40-meter allocation.  ARRL and the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) seek a return to the 300-kHz allocation that existed worldwide prior to World War II but that now exists only in the Americas.  Delegates to WRC-03 will attempt to address--and possibly eliminate--the overlap on 40 meters between amateurs in the Americas (Region 2) and broadcasters elsewhere (Regions 1 and 3).

"There is encouraging news," says ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, in his "It Seems to Us . . ." editorial set to appear in April QST.  He reports that, thanks to the efforts of IARU volunteers and others, more than 30 countries now have gone on record to support either one or the other of two favorable 40-meter realignment formulas.  Sumner said more support is needed, but he called the interim head count "a good start."

Most popular among the half dozen realignment schemes outlined by participants at last November's WRC-03 Conference Preparatory Meeting is so-called Method B.  This approach calls for a three-stage transition that would begin by allowing Region 1 and 3 amateurs on 7100-7200 kHz on a secondary basis starting in 2005 and end with all ITU regions gaining access to 7000-7300 kHz by the end of 2009--with the top 100 kHz shared with fixed and mobile stations in Regions 1 and 3.  Broadcasters would shift upward to 7300-7550 kHz worldwide.

For US and other Region 2 stations, this would mean an end to deafening nighttime phone band QRM from broadcasters and the necessity to operate split-frequency to work stations in Regions 1 and 3 on SSB.

Sumner says Method B is now a European Common Proposal with initial support from 17 CEPT administrations.  At least three other countries in Africa, Asia, and the Pacific have also expressed support for Method B, he said.  The IARU team now is working to gain the support of additional administrations in Regions 1 and 3 either for Method B or for the similar Method A, Sumner reports.  Otherwise identical to Method B, Method A does not include any sharing with fixed and mobile services.

In the Americas, a dozen ITU Region 2 countries last month agreed to support an Inter-American Proposal that's virtually the same as the so-called Method D. Proposed by Canada, Method D would provide 300 kHz worldwide for amateurs by shifting broadcasters in Regions 1 and 3 upward by 200 kHz.  Region 2's broadcasting allocation would remain unchanged.  IARU Region 2 is now working to expand the list of Region 2 countries supporting that plan.

The US so far has taken no position on the 40-meter realignment issue, although it has long supported a 300-kHz worldwide, exclusive allocation for Amateur Radio.  The FCC WRC-03 Advisory Committee has recommended that Method A be a US proposal, but the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) has not yet agreed.

"Acting on behalf of the federal government users of the radio spectrum, the NTIA has been advocating 'no proposal' from the US, a position that the ARRL is working hard to overcome," Sumner points out.  "A small number of federal agencies claim to be concerned that their backup circuits on HF would be affected by an upward shift of broadcasters."

Sumner also calls it "unfortunate" that some broadcasters persist in efforts to link the 7 MHz WRC-03 agenda item with another that deals with the adequacy of broadcasting spectrum between 4 and 10 MHz. Sumner said the broadcasting spectrum item is "a separate issue with an entirely different genesis.

Paul Harvey Kudos for Ham Radio

[from The ARRL Letter 

Vol. 22, No. 12, March 21, 2003]

Veteran ABC Radio Networks commentator Paul Harvey this week offered some kind words for Amateur Radio.  The mention was the second item on "page four" of his March 19 Paul Harvey Noon News and Comment program.

"America's quiet warriors are the legion of ham radio operators, 700,000 of them, who are always at ready for backup duty in emergencies--amateur, unpaid, uncelebrated, civilian radio operators, during and after floods and fires and tornadoes," Harvey said. "After the 9/11 attacks, hams were indispensable in reuniting friends and families.  Most recently it was they who expedited the search for debris after the disaster to the space shuttle Columbia, and right now, at this moment, they are involved in homeland security to a greater degree than you would want me to make public."

The commentary's enigmatic and mysterious final sentence--typical of Harvey's habit of leaving his listeners hanging--apparently refers to the fact that many Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) and Radio Amateur Emergency Service (RACES) teams have ramped up their alert status as hostilities get under way in the Middle East.

The entire Wednesday noon broadcast is available on Paul Harvey's Web site <http://www.paulharvey.com/>.  Click on the Wednesday noon link under "Listen Now."










