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Secretary’s Report

3/15/2011

18:30 Meeting called to order by Pete N1NVV

Present were:

Pete, N1NVV; Steve, N1JFU; Carl, N1FY; Jay, N1FDX; Dave, WA1UMT; Loren, N1IQI; Rick, KB1TEE; Roy, KB1CYV; Bruce, NI1X; Barry, N1EZH; John, N1PRK; Jeff, N1ZZN; and Bob, N1LCY.

Secretary’s Report accepted as printed in the newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report – treasurer not present.

Old Business:

EOC Antenna party needs to be scheduled.

Repeater Report: Reported to be running normally.

New Business:

JT65 Article in QST – Discussion-  weak signalVHF adapted to HF (QRP) – software available at the meeting on a thumb drive from Pete N1NVV

EOC open for Boston Marathon

Framingham, MIT, Nearfest  (NH)  Flea markets

Volunteer needed to take over Coffee & snacks

Field Day discussion – possible joint venture with the Whitman club @ YMCA in E. Bridgewater

Old video found of previous field days

Speaker next meeting - N1AEW from AMSAT 

May elections – new officers needed.

Newsletter editor needed.

Opinions on ARRL website?

Carl:

Project Bread May 1st volunteers -> mmra.org/wfh

Camp Youmechus  5 K  Road Race June 4            Triathlon July10

5:45 CH4 WBZ special reports on Dams

SKYWARN

CH5 NECN

May 2 Hurricane hunter airplane tours 3-6

Air Nat’l Guard Hanger at Otis AFB

Nat’l Hurricane Center on HF

WX1BOX.org Skywarn training schedule

--------------------------

Need another Tues. night Net control operator

Tuesday nite net amateur radio newsline issues

N1JFU to move remote setup to his QTH for better signal path to the repeater.

N1FDX brought a usb sound card adapter for digital radio.

Speakers needed for monthly meetings?

Whitman ARC Foxhunting Sat 3/26

19:20 Meeting adjourned 

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Keene, N1LCY

MARA Secretary

Next Meeting :  April 19, 2011   at  Bridgewater 

Public Library  6:30 P.M.

Our speaker for this meeting will be  Ernie Bauer N1AEW  of AMSAT

The subject is Introduction to Satellite Communications for Hams

NET Operator Needed

We are in need of a Net Control operator to assist with the Tuesday night net.

There are currently two operators alternating  and we would like to add at least

one additional person.  Please contact  Roy  KB1CYV  or Jeff N1ZZN if you can help.

Skywarn Training Sessions

The following Skywarn Training Sessions have been scheduled during 2011

Thursday April 21st, 2011: 630-930 PM:
Stoddard Town Hall
1450 Route 123 N
Stoddard, NH
Taught by: NWS Taunton Forecaster
Registration: None Required

Wednesday April 27th, 2011: 7-10 PM:
Uxbridge High School
62 Capron Street
Uxbridge, Mass.
Taught by: NWS Taunton Forecaster
Registration: None Required

Saturday May 7th, 2011: 1-4 PM:
West Tisbury Fire Department
452 State Road
West Tisbury, Mass.
Taught by: NWS Taunton Forecaster
Registration: None Required

Saturday May 7th, 2011: 10 AM-1 PM:
Amesbury Senior Center
9 School Street
Amesbury, Mass.
Taught by: Amateur Radio Coordinator
Registration None Required

Monday May 9th, 2011: 7-10 PM:
Granby Senior Center (Behind Town Hall)
15 North Granby Road
Granby, CT
Taught by: Amateur Radio Coordinator
Regstration: None Required.

Monday May 16th, 2011: 7-10 PM:
Morton Hospital and Medical Center - Margaret Stone Conference Room
88 Washington Street
Taunton Mass.
Taught by: Amateur Radio Coordinator
Registration: Pre-registration required. RSVP via Rob Macedo-KD1CY via email
at rmacedo at rcn dot com

Saturday May 21st, 2011: 10 AM-1 PM:
Westminster Public Safety Building
7 South Street
Westminster, Mass.
Taught by: NWS Taunton Forecaster
Registratrion: Pre-registration required. RSVP via Rob Macedo-KD1CY via email
at rmacedo at rcn dot com

Saturday June 4th, 2011: 1-4 PM:
Brockton VA Medical Center - Building 22: Training Rooms 2 and 3
940 Belmont Street
Brockton, Mass
Taught by: NWS Forecasters
Registration: None required.

Nominations For Officers 

It is that time of year again.  Nominations for officers for the 2011-12 year

will be accepted by the Secretary. The current slate of officers have reached the

term limits  as spelled out in the bylaws. Please give consideration to

participating either as a candidate or nominating another person. Nominations

are due at the April meeting or may be mailed to the attention of the Secretary

at our post office box if you are unable to attend the meeting.

Save The Dates

MARA has assisted the Old Colony YMCA in its running events in past years.

This year the 5k/10k race is scheduled for June 4, 2011   and the Triathlon is scheduled for July 10, 2011    Mark your calendars if you can help. Further information

will be forthcoming as we get close to each event.

From the Desk of N1PRK.

Greetings fellow hams!

The object of this article is to speak about  the Echolink digital communications network.

First I would just like to thank members of the Mara, Taunton, Whitman & Genesis radio clubs for their patience with me, as I asked seemingly foolish questions, in my attempt to get the Echolink system, on my computer, working.

As a result of my fumbling I came to realize something was wrong & not readily understood. Please bear with my long winded thoughts!

This is a list of Echolink programs, starting 15th May 2002 : -

Date:                          Version Number              Number of changes

15th May 2002           1-0-516                      This is the first published version.

18th May  2002          1-0-518

20th May 2002           1-0-520

2nd  june  2002           1-1-603

8th  june 2002            1-1-609

2nd july   2002            1-1-701

18th august 02           1-2-801

22nd Oct 2002            1-3-817

11th dec 2002            1-5-832

15th march 2003       1-6-846

18th march 2003       1-6-848

8th august 2003         1-6-863

31st jan  2004             1-8-874

20th may 2004           1-9-890

2nd jan 2005               1-9-891

24 oct 2005               1-9-892

25th feb 2007            2-0-902

22nd may 2007          2-0-908.  This is the latest & last version published.

Look up your Echolink version & chuckle if it’s as my old version was.

Needless to say these  different versions do not work 100% with the various versions. In fact my version 

1-6-848 would not receive on a XP operating system at all.

Version 1-9-890 will not connect to ordinary users  how ever it does connect to repeaters & links. 

I have found the 902 version works but causes the owner to reboot when one least expects trouble! If you have 902 resist the temptation to not up grade; it’s much less aggravating than thinking your contact has just signed off without a 73 or 72 ½ !

May I suggest an up-grade to  your Echolink version to the latest 2-0-908, so we can all communicate & not get frustrated by getting timed out, or worse!

Up grading to 908 is very easy; either go on the internet to Echolink.com, put in your call letters & e-mail address. Go to downloads & download the latest version, it will automatically upgrade your old version.

A second way it to e-mail N1prk at :  witteyjb@ Verizon.net  ,  I’ll e-mail the program too you!

Special thanks are owed to Bruce ni1x, Loren n1iqi & Greg w1bfq for helping me overcome The monster of various echolink versions. 

Once again I urge you all to upgrade your Echolink program, you won’t regret it!

73, N1PRK!

PS If anyone has had experiences with any of the echolink versions I would love to hear your story.
World Amateur Radio Day Set for Monday, April 18
The International Amateur Radio Union and its more than 160 Member-Societies that represent countries around the world will celebrate World Amateur Radio Day on April 18. The theme for this year's celebration is Amateur Radio: The First Technology-Based Social Network. Long before the Internet and smart phones, Amateur Radio operators have been talking, texting and sharing for decades. But unlike those commercial services, Amateur Radio continues to attract people worldwide by providing international communications for free. And because it does not need pre-established supporting infrastructure, these radio-savvy "amateurs" can reach out to friends in every corner of the world, as well as into space.

Ofcom to Issue Special Temporary Call Signs for Royal Wedding
	


If you are a prefix hunter -- or you just get caught up in the pageantry that a Royal Wedding can bring -- then take note: Ofcom, at the request of the Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB), will issue special temporary call signs that British amateurs may use from April 29 through May 9, 2011, commemorating the marriage of HRH Prince William of Wales and Miss Catherine Middleton. Amateurs in the United Kingdom who choose to apply for these special call signs will be using GR, MR and 2R prefixes during this time to commemorate the wedding.

ARRL West Gulf Division to Host Webinar on Antenna Zoning
	


Periodically, ARRL Divisions will host a "webinar" -- an interactive Web-based seminar, designed to facilitate communication between a small number of presenters and a large remote audience using the Internet -- for interested amateurs. On Wednesday, April 27 at 9 PM (EDT), ARRL West Gulf Division Director David Woolweaver, K5RAV -- along with ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, and noted antenna zoning lawyer Fred Hopengarten, K1VR -- will present Antenna Ordinances, You and the ARRL.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL
New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2011
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~

*******************************************************************************

2011                                                    Contact          Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

17 April Cambridge MA            FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

                   Third Sunday April thru October      

29,30 April Deerfield NH Nearfest IX @FG             Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 

30 Ap 1 My Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~ John 781 592 2553  

14 May E Greenbush NY EGARA @FD $6@8 +$6/sp@6        Tom KC2FCP 518 272 1492  

14 May Gloucester MA CAARA @LanesvilleCC $5@9 $15/T@8 Dick KR1G 508 269 4941  +

14 May Halifax NS HARC @Forum $4@9 s@7               Dave VE1NN              R+

15 May Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

20-22 May Dayton OH

28 May Vernon CT NARC @Toland AgCtr $5@8 freeTG     Wayne N1GUS 860 487 1921 W+

3 June Feeding Hills MA HCRA Tailgate Party @6PM Free  Jim KK1W 413 245 3228  +

4 June Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN                  John 860 673 0518  

4 June Goshen CT SBARC @FG                            Lee K1LEE 860 435 0051 A

4 June Hermon ME PSARC 8AM @HS                     Roger KA1TKS 207 848 3846  +

5 June Bethpage NY LIMARC @Briarcliff $6@9 s@7:30  Richie K2KNB 516 694 4937 W+

12 June Queens NY HoSARC $5@9 $10/sp@7:30        Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W+

18 June Newington CT NARL @StMarySch                 Steve WV1X 860 594 0265 A+

19 June Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

                   Third Sunday April thru October      

17 July Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

23 July N Haven CT YankeePeddler @HI $7@8$19/sp$15/T John N1GNV 203 440 4468  +

13 Aug Milo ME PARC @HS was StAlbans ME           George WA1JMM 207 441 6112 A+

20 Aug St Albans VT StARC @VFW $5@9                   Arn N1ARN 802 309 0666 W+

21 Aug Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

28 Aug Adams MA NoBARC @FG $4@8 TG$10@7           Timothy KE3HT 413 822 7075 W+

10 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG @7            Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385 W+

10 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN                 John 860 673 0518  

17 Sept Alexander ME StCVARC @ElSch               William AA1ZR 207 853 2951 A

18 Sept Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

2 Oct Queens NY HoSARC $5@9 $10/sp@7:30          Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W+

9 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@8         John N1GNV 203 440 4468  +

14,15 Oct Deerfield NH Nearfest X @FG                Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T

16 Oct Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

29 Oct Gales Ferry CT TCARC Auction @FireCo @10    Darryl WA1DD 860 443 7799  

29 Oct Manchester NH NHAntqRC @Bingo $10 @7:30 $3 @8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821  +

4 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 245 3228  

5,6 Nov Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~    John 781 592 2553   

5 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions @8AM               Chris KB1QVM 603 434 6137  +

12 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7  Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422  

3 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor       John 860 673 0518  

This Week on the Radio

This week:
· April 15 -- NCCC Sprint

· April 15-16 -- Holyland DX Contest

· April 16 -- Feld Hell Sprint; TARA Skirmish Digital Prefix Contest; ES Open HF Championship; EU Spring Sprint (SSB)

· April 16-17 -- Michigan QSO Party; Ontario QSO Party; YU DX Contest; CQ Manchester Mineira DX Contest; EA-QRP CW Contest

· April 16-24 -- ARLHS Annual Spring Lites QSO Party

· April 17 -- ARRL Rookie Roundup (SSB)
· April 18 -- Run for the Bacon QRP Contest

· April 19 -- 222 MHz Spring Sprint (local time)

Next week:
· April 22 -- NCCC Sprint Ladder 0230Z-0300Z, Apr 22

· April 23-24 -- South Dakota QSO Party; 10-10 International Spring Contest (Digital); SP DX RTTY Contest; Helvetia Contest

· April 25 -- Low Power Spring Sprint

· April 27 -- SKCC Sprint; 432 MHz Spring Sprint (local time)

· April 27-28 -- CWops Mini-CWT Test

DX NEWS

TOGO, 5V.  A group of operators are QRV as 5V7CC until April 28.

Activity is on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and EME.  QSL via

DL9MBI.

NEPAL, 9N.  Anat, 9N7YL along with Dov, 4Z4DX who is QRV as 9N7DX,

are both active until April 30.  Activity is on 20, 15, 10 and 6

meters using CW, RTTY and PSK31.  QSL via 4Z4DX.

BOTSWANA, A2.  A group of operators are QRV as A25FC until April 18.

Activity is on 160 to 10 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK.  QSL

via ON4CJK.

MAYOTTE, FH.  A group of operators will be QRV as TO2FH from April

18 to 25.  Activity will be on 160 to 10 meters using CW and SSB

with three stations active simultaneously.  QSL via operators'

instructions.

SAINT BARTHELEMY, FJ.  Anne, OH2YL is QRV as FJ/OH2YL until April

27.  Activity is on 160 to 10 meters using CW.  QSL to home call.

ENGLAND, G.  Members of the International Short Wave League are QRV

as GB65ISWL until April 17 in celebration of the ISWL's 65th

anniversary.  Activity is on the HF bands using SSB and PSK.  QSL

via G6XOU.

HUNGARY, HA.  Special event station HG15IPA is QRV until the end of

the year in celebration of the 15th anniversary of the Hungarian

Paks International Police Association.  Activity is on 160 to 10

meters using CW, SSB, RTTY, SSTV and PSK31.  QSL via HA3JB.

MARIANA ISLANDS, KH0.  Masahiko, JH4VUC will be QRV as AH0CD from

Saipan, IOTA OC-086, from April 17 to 19.  Activity will be on 40,

15, 10 and 6 meters using SSB.  QSL to home call.

GUAM, KH2.  After his Saipan operation, Masahiko, JH4VUC will be QRV

as AH0CD/KH2 from April 20 to 22.  Activity will be on 40, 15, 10

and 6 meters using SSB.  QSL to home call.

ANTARCTICA.  Luis is now QRV as LU1ZG from the Belgrano II Station.

QSL via LU4DXU.

CURACAO, PJ2.  Operators Jan-Willem, PA7JWC and Monique, PD7DB are

QRV as PJ2/homecalls until April 22.  Activity is on 80 to 6 meters

using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK.  QSL to home calls.

MOUNT ATHOS, SV/A.  Monk Apollo, SV2ASP/A has been active using RTTY

on 17 meters between 1800 and 2100z.  QSL direct.

CENTRAL KIRIBATI, T31.  A group of operators will be QRV as T31A

from Kanton Island, IOTA OC-043, from April 17 to 28.  Activity will

be on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY with six stations

active simultaneously from two locations.  QSL via W2IJ.

CHAD, TT.  Phil, F4EGS is QRV as TT8PK from N'djamena until June 15

while on business.  Activity is on 40 to 10 meters using CW, SSB and

RTTY.  QSL to home call.

AUSTRALIA, VK.  Craig, VK4LDX will be QRV as VK4LDX/p from Magnetic

Island, IOTA OC-171, from April 17 to 20.  Activity will be from

0600 to 1600z and then from 2100 to 0200z each day.  QSL to home

call.

MEXICO, XE.  Members of the Mexican Contest and DX Group will be QRV

as special event station 4A0IARU from April 18 to 24 to commemorate

the founding of the IARU 86 years ago and for World Amateur Radio

Day celebrated on April 18.  QSL via N7RO.

VIET NAM, XV.  A group of operators will be QRV as XV4YY from Phu

Quoc, IOTA AS-128, from April 18 to 30.  Activity is on all HF bands

and modes with two stations.  QSL via DH7WW.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Pete Curley, N1NVV

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
Bridge APRS Node 145.09  W1MV-1
Packet BBS
145.09 N1XTB-4

Packet Node Brockton  145.09 W1JOE-7 (BROCK)

DX Clusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

Newsletter Editor    maranews@w1mv.org
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 428 Bridgewater, MA 02324

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com Walk-ins are no longer permitted. We will be hosting VE exams at 8:45 at the Watson building. This is the new exam location for the Braintree Radio Club sponsors. If you know of anyone planning to take an exam, please have them drop a note to Bill - k1wn@aol.com to confirm a reservation.
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