[image: image1.png]


[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]



Founded February 6, 1962

April 2010
Volume 49 Issue 04
Secretary’s Report:
MARA Minutes March 16, 2010

20:00 Meeting call to order by N1JFU.

Present were:

Loren, N1IQI; Barry, N1EZH; Jeff, N1ZZN; Carl, N1FY; Steve N1JFU; Phil, N1XTB and Bob, N1LCY

Secretary’s report accepted as printed in the Nov. 2009 newsletter

Treasurer’s report accepted as read.

Discussion of meeting place – Middleboro 

It was suggested an email be sent to the membership for comments.

Membership Dues

Repeater Report

Ground rod plans for packet BROCK node station

New membership application accepted 

Reminder: Nomination for officers at next meeting.

Sat 3/20– 1st ham class at South Shore Hospital

April 10 VE session Bill Needham – Braintree

NE Canine Search & Rescue request discussion

May - Freetown State Forest training exercise

Emergency Communication Workshop for non-hams

ARRL Boxboro Convention  & NEARFEST coming up

Goat packer ham radio videos on You Tube

Holy Cross Southern New England Weather Conference

Whitman Amateur Radio Club Fox Hunt Saturday

ARES Standby rest of this week – damage assessment 

21:10 Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Next Meeting :    April 20, 2010  8:00 pm  at  the EOC
Notes From The Field
Membership Renewal
With the beginning of each year comes the time for membership renewal and 

the payment of dues. We make this reminder because some of us need  to be jolted

out of the winter doldrums and others like myself are used to getting bills and paying

them by rote.  So for those like myself this is your annual bill!
You can bring your check to the next meeting or send it along to our post office box at  MARA  P.O. Box  428
Bridgewater, MA 02324.   
Single Member is $25.00, Family is $30.00, Senior is $20.00

Nominations For Officers 
It is that time of year again.  Nominations for officers for the 2010-11 year

will be accepted by the Secretary. The current slate of officers have reached the

term limits  (2 years) as spelled out in the bylaws. Please give consideration to

participating either as a candidate or nominating another person. Nominations

are due at the April meeting or may be mailed to the attention of the Secretary
at our post office box if you are unable to attend the meeting.

Save The Dates
MARA has assisted the Old Colony YMCA in its running events in past years.

This year the 5k/10k race is scheduled for June 5, 2010   and the Triathlon is scheduled for July 11, 2010    Mark your calendars if you can help. Further information
will be forthcoming as we get close to each event.
Boston Marathon

Monday is the Boston Marathon. They are always looking for hams to help

If you can help, the website is 
http://mmra.org/marc/index.html
Boxboro New England Division ARRL Convention 2010 Ticketing Is Open 

Greetings!
Tickets for the 2010 ARRL New England Convention - "Boxboro!"
are now available at the convention website:

http://www.boxboro.org
We are working on a convention schedule full of interesting
speakers as well as bringing in leading vendors from across
the country.  Best of all, we are holding all ticket prices
at 2008 levels.  I hope you will plan to attend!

73,
Mike - K1TWF
Boxboro Convention Committee Chairman

The Rookie Roundup
The ARRL's newest contest -- the Rookie Roundup -- is getting a lot of buzz among newly-licensed amateurs. Designed as a modern equivalent to the ARRL Novice Roundup from a few decades ago, this new incarnation combines a competitive event with some on-the-air training. The first Rookie Roundup is scheduled for April 18 and will be an SSB contest. The Rookie Roundup is six hours of fun on a Sunday afternoon that is designed to give new hams a chance to get their feet wet on HF and 6 meters. Old-timers are encouraged to get on the air and work the Rookies, just as in they did in the Novice Roundups. The six hour event -- from 1800 UTC-2359 UTC -- will be held on the third Sunday of April, August, and December. SSB, RTTY, and CW will be featured in the different months.
CRSA Requests Clear Frequencies Following Earthquake 

The Chinese Radio Sports Association (CRSA) has requested that 7.050 and 7.060 MHz be kept clear to allow for emergency communications (at times when there might be propagation to the affected area) following the 7.1 earthquake in the Yu Shu District, Qin 

Moonbounce for Everyone -- Courtesy of the Arecibo Radio Telescope!
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Sending Amateur Radio signals to the Moon and back has never been easy. After roundtrip journeys of nearly half a million miles, even the most powerful signals generated by hams are exquisitely weak on arrival. Because of the equipment and expertise necessary for successful "moonbounce" operating, this facet of Amateur Radio has been traditionally confined to a small audience. But for three days in April even hams with very modest stations will have the opportunity to experience the...

Sending Amateur Radio signals to the Moon and back has never been easy. After roundtrip journeys of nearly half a million miles, even the most powerful signals generated by hams are exquisitely weak on arrival. Because of the equipment and expertise necessary for successful "moonbounce" operating, this facet of Amateur Radio has been traditionally confined to a small audience. But for three days in April even hams with very modest stations will have the opportunity to experience the thrill of moonbounce, thanks to the giant radio telescope at the Arecibo Observatory in Puerto Rico.

Joe Taylor, K1JT -- along with the Arecibo Observatory Radio Club, KP4AO -- will be on the air running 400 W to the telescope's 1000 foot antenna. Their scheduled times of operation are 1645-1930 on April 16, 1740-2020 on April 17 and 1840-2125 on April 18 (all times UTC). They will be using the call sign KP4AO and operating SSB, CW and the JT65B digital mode developed by Taylor. They will be transmitting at 432.045 MHz and listening for stations between 432.050 and 432.060 MHz.

Taylor says that it should be possible to hear the Arecibo moonbounce transmissions with little more than a handheld 5-element Yagi antenna and a radio with 70 cm SSB receive capability -- all the listener has to do is aim at the Moon! With a longer 15 dBi antenna and 100 W output, Taylor said he believes it will be possible for many hams to work KP4AO on CW.

Each session will start with a brief announcement and a CQ in SSB. SSB QSOs may continue for 30 minutes to an hour if the QSO rate remains high; the operators will then shift to CW. JT65B operations will probably occur on April 18.

The KP4AO crew is anticipating DXpedition-style pileups and will operate accordingly. To give all amateurs a fair chance at this rare opportunity, they are asking everyone to limit themselves to a single contact, regardless of mode. In other words, don't attempt to work KP4AO on every mode. Taylor also stated, "If we call "CQ QRP," we will listen for stations running 100 W or less to a single Yagi antenna. Please don't answer a QRP CQ if you are running more power or have a larger antenna."

Calling it "extremely fortunate" to have access to Arecibo -- the world's largest radio telescope -- for this Amateur Radio good-will event, Taylor said that they look forward to working as many stations as possible in the allotted time.

If you make contact, send your QSL -- along with a self-addressed, stamped envelope -- to the KP4AO QSL manager: Joseph Arcure, W3HNK, 115 Buck Run Rd, Lincoln University, PA 19352.

FCC Looks to Lower Fees for Vanity Call Signs

The FCC released a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Order (NPRM) on April 13 seeking to lower the fee for Amateur Radio vanity call signs. Currently, a vanity call sign costs $13.40 and is good for 10 years; the new fee, if the FCC plan goes through, will go down to $13.30 for 10 years, an decrease of 10 cents. The FCC is authorized by the Communications Act of 1934 (as amended) to collect vanity call sign fees to recover the costs associated with that program. The vanity call sign regulatory fee is payable not only when applying for a new vanity call sign, but also upon renewing a vanity call sign for a new term. The vanity call sign fee has fluctuated over the 13 years of the current program -- from a low of $11.70 in 2007 to a high of $70 (as first proposed in the FCC's 1994 Report and Order). In 2007, the Commission lowered the fee from $20.80 to $11.70. The FCC said it anticipates some 14,800 Amateur Radio vanity call sign "payment units" or applications during the next fiscal year, collecting $196,840 in fees from the program

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL
New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2010
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~

*******************************************************************************

LAST UPDATE 4-5-10 de W1GSL         http://swapfest.us                    

 List is normally updated twice a month - look for the latest version       

*******************************************************************************

2010                                                    Contact          


Source 

17 April Lindenhurst NY GSBARC  ** CANCELLED **      John W2HCB 631 669 6321 A+

17,18 Apr Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~  John 781 592 2553 F

17 Apr S Portland ME PAWA @AmLegion $5@8 $10/T@6:30 Bryce K1GAX 207 799 1116 W

17 Apr Manchester NH NHAntqRC @Bingo $10 @7:30 $3 @8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821  +

18 April    Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776   

                   Third Sunday April thru October      

18 April Enfield CT NEWS @Crown Plaza 8AM            Mark K1MAP 413 566 8118  +

25 April Unionvale NY MtBeaconARC @TymorPk            Jim K2JIM 845 427 2702 A

30 April 1 May Deerfield NH Nearfest VII @FG         Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235  

8 May Rensselaer NY EGARA @FireCo                 Thomas KC2FCP 518 272 1494 A

15 May Halifax NS H+DARC @Forum $4@9 S@7             Tom VE1BMJ              R+

16 May       Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776  

22 May Goshen CT SoBARC @FG $3@8                      Lee K1LEE 860 435 0051   

29 May Vernon CT NARC @TollandAgCtr                 Wayne N1GUS 860 487 1921 A+

30 May Sorel-Tracy CRAS-T $5@9 $15/T@6               Luc VE2DWE 450 743 8676 W+

4 Jun Feeding Hills MA HCRA Tail Gate @CongCh @6:30PM  Jim KK1W 413 245 3228  +

5 June Rochester NY RARA                             Duane K2SI 585 594 4945 A

5 June Hermon ME PSARC @HS                         Roger KA1TKS 207 848 3846 A+

6 June Bethpage NY LIMARC @Briarcliffe            Richard K2KNB 516 694 4937 A+

12 June Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Tailgate   John 860 673 0518 W+

12 June Rochester NH GBRA @ CommCtr                 Larry K1SRJ 603 335 4805 A+

13 June Queens NY HOSARC @HoS $5@9 $10/sp@7:30   Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W+

19 June Newington CT NARL @StMarySchool              Steve WV1X 860 667 8199 A+

19 June Windsor VT CVFMA @HS 10AM                      Ray K1XV 802 875 4525 A+

20 June      Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776  

                   Third Sunday April thru October      

18 July      Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776  

24 July Thomaston ME PBARC @AmLegion $5@8 $5/T      Norman NY1B 207 354 6853 W+

14 Aug Gales Ferry CT RASON @FireHs $4@9 $15/T       Chip N1MIE 860 376 0888  +

15 August    Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776  

22 Aug Adams MA NoBarc @ AggieFG $5@@8 $10Sell        Tim KE3HT 413 822 7075  

27,29 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Conv                  Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 A

11 Sept Windsor ME AARA @FG $5@8                     Bill K1NIT 207 623 9075  

11 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Tailgate   John 860 673 0518 W+

12 Sept Newtown CT CARA @TownHall $6@8:30 $15/T       Joe AB1DO 203 938 4880 W+

19 Sept      Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776  

25,26 Sep Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~  John 781 592 2553  

2 Oct Manchester NH NHAntqRC @Bingo $10 @7:30 $3 @8:30  Charlie 603 898 4821  +

3 Oct Queens NY HOSARC @HoS $5@9 $10/sp@7:30     Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W+

10 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9        John N1GNV 203 440 4468  

15,16 October Deerfield NH Nearfest VIII @FG         Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T

17 October   Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776  

23 Oct Longueuil PQ MS-SARC $5@9 $10/T@6           David VE2EDF 450 672 9791 W+

30 Oct Gales Ferry CT TCARC Auction @FireCo @10    Darryl WA1DD 860 443 7799  

5 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 245 3228  

6 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions                           N1NAZ 603 421 0940  

13 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7  Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422  +

4 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor       John 860 673 0518 W+

 DX News

SERBIA, YU.  Members of Radio Club Marica-Zemun are QRV as YU140Z

until May 31 to celebrate the 140th anniversary of the Voluntary

Fire Brigade in the city of Zemun.  QSL via YU1AVQ.

MALDIVES, 8Q.  Sergey, RA3NAN is QRV as 8Q7NA from Bodu Hithi

Island, IOTA AS-013, until April 19.  He is active holiday style on

the HF bands.  QSL to home call.

MALTA, 9H.  Alfons, DJ8VC is QRV as 9H3VC until April 23.  He is

generally active on 20 meters SSB around 1500z.  QSL to home call.

EAST MALAYSIA, 9M6.  Mirek, VK6DXI is QRV as 9M8DX from Sarawak

until April 20.  Activity is holiday style using mostly CW on 30, 17

and 12 meters.  QSL to home call.

WEST MALAYSIA, 9M2.  After his Sarawak activity, Mirek, VK6DXI will

be QRV as 9M8DX/2 from April 20 to 29.  Activity will be holiday

style using mostly CW on 30, 17 and 12 meters.  QSL to home call.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 9Y.  Rolf, DL2DBE is QRV as 9Y/homecall from

San Fernando, Trinidad, IOTA SA-011, until the end of April.

Activity is on 30 to 10 meters, and possibly 6 meters.  QSL via

DJ5BWD.

PAKISTAN, AP.  Tariq, AP2TN has been active on 20 meters CW around

1300z and 15 meters CW around 1100z.  QSL direct to DJ9ZB.

TAIWAN, BV.  Steve, K8QKY is QRV as BW1/homecall until April 19.

Activity is on 160 to 6 meters using CW.  QSL to home call.

HUNGARY, HA.  Members of the Regional Radiosport Club are QRV as

HG0WFF from the Bihari-Sik Natural Reserves until April 18.

Activity is on all HF bands using CW and SSB.  QSL via HA0HW.

COLOMBIA, HK.  Pedro, HK3JJH is QRV as 5K4T from Playa Blanca, IOTA

SA-084, until April 19.  Activity is on 40 and 20 meters using SSB.

QSL to home call.

PUERTO RICO, KP4.  A group of amateurs will be QRV as KP4AO until

April 18 using the 1000 foot dish at Arecibo for EME contacts on 70

cm.  They will be active using CW, SSB and JT65B.  QSL direct via

W3HNK.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA, P2.  Operators JA1JQY, JA1KJW and JA8VE are QRV as

P29VJY, P29VKJ and P29VEK, respectively, from New Britain Island,

IOTA OC-008, until April 23.  Activity is on 160 to 10 meters using

CW, SSB and RTTY with two stations.  QSL to home calls.

FRANZ JOSEF LAND, R1FJ.  Victor, R1FJM has been active on 30 meters

around 0500z and then 17 meters around 0700z.  QSL via RX3MM.

GREECE, SV.  A team of operators will be QRV as SX2WFF from the

Prespa Nature Park on April 17 and 18.  Activity will be on 80 to 10

meters using CW and SSB.  QSL via SV2GWY.

UKRAINE, UR.  Members of the Radio Club Stakhanov are QRV as EM0MFF

from the Luhanskyi Nature Reserve until April 18.  Activity is on 80

to 10 meters using CW and SSB.  QSL via UX7MA.

MICRONESIA, V6.  Operators JA7HMZ, JA1ADT and JA7GYP are QRV as

V63DX, V63DQ and V63T, respectively, from Pohnpei, IOTA OC-010,

until April 17.  Activity is on all HF bands using all modes.  QSL

to home calls.

CANADA, VE.  John, VE8EV is QRV as CK8G from Greens Island, IOTA

NA-182, in the Inuvik Region until April 20.  Activity is mostly on

20 meters using SSB.  QSL to home call.

VENEZUELA, YV.  Several members of the ''Grupo DX Caracas'' and the

''Amateur Radio Association of Venezuela'' are QRV as YW6R from Mount

Roraima until April 18.  Activity is on 40, 20, 17 and 15 meters

using CW and SSB.  Mount Roraima marks the border between Venezuela,

Brazil and Guyana.  QSL via W4SO.

ALBANIA, ZA.  Operators F4DTO and F4GFE are QRV as ZA/homecalls from

Elbasan until April 24.  Activity is on 40 to 10 meters using SSB.

QSL to home calls.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The ARRL SSB Rookie Roundup, NCCC Sprint

CW Ladder, Holyland DX Contest, TARA Skirmish Digital Prefix

Contest, ES Open HF Championship, EU Spring SSB Sprint, Michigan QSO

Party, EA-QRP CW Contest, Ontario QSO Party, Feld-Hell Sprint and YU

DX CW Contest will certainly keep contesters busy this weekend.  The

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest is scheduled for April 19.  The 222

MHz Spring Sprint is scheduled for April 20.  The AWA John Rollins

Memorial DX CW Contest is scheduled for April 21 to 25.  Please see

April QST, page 84, and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest web sites for

details.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Pete Curley, N1NVV

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)
Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

DX Clusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

Newsletter Editor    maranews@w1mv.org
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 428 Bridgewater, MA 02324
Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 8:00PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com Walk-ins are no longer permitted. We will be hosting VE exams at 8:45 at the Watson building. This is the new exam location for the Braintree Radio Club sponsors. If you know of anyone planning to take an exam, please have them drop a note to Bill - k1wn@aol.com to confirm a reservation.
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