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Secretary’s Report

MARA MEETING, 3/20/2007

Carl N1FY opened the meeting at 8:00PM

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Secretary’s report was accepted as published.

TREASURER’S REPORT

The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read

REPEATER TRUSTEES 

Carl N1FY, Gil W1GMF, Lou N1UEC, and

Bob N1EDM

REPEATERS

147.180 squelch being tweaked

444.550 running well

449.275 DCS 244 running smooth
OLD BUSINESS

Orion P3 Hurricane Hunter will be at Quonset

State Airport on April 30 3-6 pm

NEW BUSINESS

Skywarn training  May 3 in Walpole

YMCA  road race is June 2

Marathon is April 16

CALL SIGN TRUSTEE

Phil N1XTB is the Call Sign Trustee 

Carl N1FY closed the meeting at 8:20PM

Respectfully Submitted, Loren N1IQI

Notes From The Field

The next MARA meeting will be held on April 17, 2007 at the EOC.

Rob Macedo will make a presentation on Skywarn operations.

Net operators are needed for the Saturday night net. If you are interested please contact Carl N1FY.

Once again we have been asked to do the radio service for the Middleboro YMCA 

Walk-a-thon. It will be held on June 3, 2005 at Camp Yomechas at 0900. We will need to congregate at about 0800. Please put it on your calendar to help out these fine people. – Gil W1GMF

A new flea-market continuing in the tradition of Hosstraders is scheduled for the Deerfield New Hampshire fairgrounds on May 4 & 5 2007. 

Details at http://www.near-fest.com/ 
Fr. Peter Shakalis KA1WGV passed away on March 24, 2007, memorial gifts may be made to Lithuanian Children’s Relief Inc. c/o Sr. Helen, 261 Thatcher St. Brockton MA 02302.
A copy of the MIT Flea Flyer printed in this newsletter is good for a discount of one dollar ($1.00) at the MIT Flea market.

 Next month MARANEWS will be published on May 11.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NV V

Bogus E-MAIL  Warning

* Do not follow instructions in bogus e-mails: The ARRL is alerting members

-- and especially users of the ARRL E-Mail Forwarding Service

<http://www.arrl.org/members-only/emailfwd.html> -- about bogus e-mails that

claim to be from the "arrl.net user support team." There is no such entity,

and the messages do not originate with ARRL but appear to be coming from

outside the US. Recipients should not follow the instructions in the e-mail,

which reads, "We have received reports that your e-mail account has been

used to send a large amount of unsolicited commercial email messages during

this week. We suspect that your computer had been infected by a recent virus

and now contains a hidden proxy server. We recommend you to follow our

instructions in order to keep your computer safe." Following the

instructions will have the opposite effect, however, infecting your computer

with the My Doom Trojan worm and making it part of a spamming network. The

League urges all members to invest in and use anti-virus software.

It Hertz!

Submitted by Steve Meuse, N1JFU

In the technical field we are constantly assaulted with acronyms, particularly of the three letter variety. I recently came across an email from Kent Britain, WA5VJB, on the microwave mailing list regarding the abbreviation for Hertz in technical discussions and documentation.

“A few years ago, to honor Dr. Hertz for his early work with

Electromagnetic waves, cycles per second were changed to Hertz.

It is customary for capitalize a family name. So it is “Hz” not “hz”.

Capital M is the designation for Mega or 1,000,000…

Small m is the designation for milli or 1/1000…

Thus on 144 MHz a radio wave is just over 2 Meters long.

On 144 mHz a radio wave is 1.29 Million Miles long.

On 144 mHz (There is no 144 mhz) a quarter wave whip would get clipped by the moon.

Think    “Hz”   “MHz”  “GHz””.

Revised ARRL Band Chart Available 

A new ARRL band chart reflecting all recent changes to the FCC Amateur Radio Service rules as of February 23, 2007, now is available for downloading on the ARRL Web site in either black and white or color versions.

<http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/regulations/bands.html>. 

Created by ARRL Senior Technical Illustrator, Dave Pingree, N1NAS, the attractive new chart represents a major change from earlier designs. This is the same chart featured in the eight-page "Welcome" tear-out section in March QST(following page 48). The entire QST tear-out also is available for downloading in PDF format <http://www.arrl.org/HFWelcome/Welcome.pdf>.

FCC INVITES "OPPOSITIONS" ON TWO "MORSE PROCEEDING" RECONSIDERATION

PETITIONS

The FCC has invited opposition comments ("oppositions") to two petitions

For reconsideration filed in the wake of the Commission's Report & Order

(R&O) in WT Docket 05-235. That R&O altogether eliminated any Morse code

examination element to obtain an Amateur Radio license. One petition calls

on the FCC to reinstate the 5 WPM Morse code requirement for Amateur

Extra class applicants. The second cites problems with the FCC Electronic

Comment Filing System (ECFS) and seeks to have the Commission reopen the

Proceeding for an additional round of comments. Oppositions are due April 27

(comments in support of either petition are not welcome). Replies to oppositions -

ie, comments on the opposition comments - are due 10 days later. Petitioner

Anthony R. Gordon, KG6EQM, of West Covina, California, contends that

"significant national security implications" require that the Commission

take another look at the issue.

"As a federal government agency during the ongoing War on Terrorism, it

is only prudent that the critical skill of Morse code telegraphy be kept as

a hedge against unanticipated national security events and for emergency

communication requirements, even if the consensus view or technological

trend is in the opposite direction at the present time," Gordon said in

his petition, filed February 23. He characterized Morse code proficiency as

a "core competency" of the Amateur Radio Service.

In its R&O last December 15, the FCC cast aside arguments that Morse

Ability was advantageous in emergency communication situations. "The Commission

previously addressed the essence of this argument and concluded that

most emergency communication today is performed using voice, data, or video

techniques," the FCC said. Gordon asked the FCC to restore the Element 1

Morse code examination element for Amateur Extra class applicants.

In a second petition the FCC put on public notice earlier this month,

Russell D. Ward, W4NI, of Nashville, Tennessee, argued that the FCC

"improperly deleted and suppressed comments received by the e-mail

system of the FCC, ECFS." Ward said the FCC was "arbitrarily deleting and

suppressing public comments" on the basis of the sender's e-mail address -

especially if it contained an Amateur Radio call sign - and charged that the

Commission"is discriminating against radio amateurs." 

As a result, he contends, the process of commenting on the FCC Notice of

Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in WT Docket 05-235 "was flawed," in part

because the Commission did not have the advantage of all comments

members of the public may have attempted in vain to post.

Ward's petition, filed February 12, asks the FCC to do one of four

things: Stay WT Docket 05-235, fix the "flawed ECFS," reopen the proceeding for

comment or reconsider the "after a valid comment period." The FCC received

more than 3500 public comments in the Morse code proceeding.

Neither Gordon nor Ward addressed the issue of how the FCC should deal

With licensees who qualified for Amateur Extra under the new "no-code" rules

That became effective on February 23.Both petitions are on the FCC Web site: Gordon's is at

<http://gullfoss2.fcc.gov/prod/ecfs/retrieve.cgi?native_or_pdf=pdf&id_docume
nt=6518808553>. at<http://gullfoss2.fcc.gov/prod/ecfs/retrieve.cgi?native_or_pdf=pdf&id_docume
nt=6518808784>.

Interested parties may file oppositions and replies on these petitions for

reconsideration via the Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS)

<http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/ecfs/> and by serving a hard copy on the

petitioner at his current mailing address. Comments supporting one petition or

another are not welcome, however.

Instructions for filing electronic comments are on the ECFS page. Under

"ECFS Main Links," click on "Submit a Filing" and type "05-235" (withoutthe

quotation marks) in the "Proceeding" field, being sure to include the

hyphen.

All statements must be specific to one or more arguments in the reconsideration petition with which the person filing disagrees. They should

not simply say, "I oppose this petition." Only individuals who have filed

oppositions may file replies to oppositions.

DX  NEWS &  EVENTS

MAURITANIA, 5T.  A group of Japanese operators are QRV as 5T5JA and

5T5DX from Nouakchott until April 15.  Activity is on all HF bands.

QSL 5T5JA via JA1BAB and 5T5DX via JL1HHN.

  

KENYA, 5Z.  Don, W4ZYT is QRV as 5Z4ZK from Nairobi until April 19

while doing some medical and teaching work here.  Activity is mostly

CW on 40, 30, 20 and 17 meters.  QSL to home call.

SIERRA LEONE, 9L.  Angel is QRV as 9L1DIR and has been active on 10

meters SSB around 1740 to 1900z.  QSL via EA4URE.

TAIWAN, BV.  Jimmy, BX5AA has been QRV on 20 meters using SSB around

1300z then again around 2300z.

TAJIKISTAN, EY.  Nodir, EY8MM has been active on 20 meters using CW

and SSB from around 1600 to 1900z.  QSL via K1BV.

LIECHTENSTEIN, HB0.  Dom, M1KTA will be QRV as HB0/M1KTA/p using QRP

power from Vaduz, near Triesenberg, from April 15 to 16.  Activity

will be on 160 to 10 meters using CW and SSB.  He will concentrate

his activity on 30 and 20 meters.

VATICAN, HV.  HV0A has been active using CW and SSB on 80 and 40

meters between 1830 and 2215z.  QSL via IK0FVC.

ITALY, I.  Several Sicilian operators are QRV as IE9/IQ9PA from

Ustica Island, IOTA EU-051, until April 15.  QSL via IT9TQH.

GUINEA BISSAU, J5.  Tibi, HA7TM is QRV as J5UTM until April 21.

Activity is on 40 to 10 meters.  QSL to home call.

EGYPT, SU.  In connection with the ITU Regional Workshop on

Emergency Telecommunications and Disaster Relief in the Arab Region,

Mustapha, DL1BDF is QRV as SU8DRM until April 17.  The EARA club

station SU0ARA is also active.  QSL both calls via SU1KM.

SOMALIA, T5.  Filip, ON4TA is QRV as 6O0F from Puntland until April

18 while visiting here.  This is not a DXpedition.  Activity is on

20, 17, 15, 12 and 10 meters using SSB.  QSL to home call.

UZBEKISTAN, UK.  Victor, UK8AKK has been active using RTTY on 20

meters around 1200z.

CAMBODIA, XU.  XU7MDY has been active on 17 meters around 1130z and

again around 1600z.  QSL via OH4MDY.

INDONESIA, YB.  YC0IEM/4 will be QRV from Bangka, IOTA OC-144, from

April 16 to 22.  QSL via IZ8CCW.

SYRIA, YK.  Saad, N5FF is QRV as YK1BA until April 27 while on

business here.  He is active 3 to 4 hours a day on HF, but mostly on

80, 40 and 30 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY.  QSL to home call.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The Japan International DX CW Contest,

NCCC Sprint CW Ladder, Montana QSO Party, Radio Maritime Day, EU

Spring CW Sprint and the Georgia QSO Party are all scheduled for

this weekend.  The Run for the Bacon QRP CW Contest is scheduled for

April 16.  The 222 MHz Spring Sprint is scheduled for April 17.

Please see April QST, pages 97 and 98 and the ARRL and WA7BNM

contest web sites for details.

Skywarn Training Schedule for 2007

Thursday May 3rd, 2007 7-10PM:
Walpole Town Hall

135 School Street

Walpole, Mass

Sponsored by the town of Walpole and Walpole Emergency Management

 

Monday May 7th, 2007 6:30-9:30 PM:

Six Flags New England HR (Human Resources) Building

Agawam, Massachusetts

Directions Link:

http://www.sixflags.com/parks/newengland/ParkInfo/directions.html

 

Wednesday May 9th, 2007 7-10PM:

Canton, CT Public Library/Community Center

40 Dyer Avenue

Canton, CT

Sponsored by Canton, CT Emergency Management

 

***NOTE TIME CORRECTION***

Saturday May 12th, 2007 Noon-3PM:

Marlborough EOC

215 Maple Street

Marlborough, MA

Sponsored by Marlborough Emergency Management

***NOTE TIME CORRECTION***

 

Monday May 14th, 2007 7-10 PM:

Monadnock Regional High School

580 Old Homestead Highway

Swanzey, NH

Sponsored by Swanzey, NH Emergency Management

 

****NOTE DATE CHANGE FOR THIS SESSION****

Tuesday May 15th, 2007 6:30-9:30PM:

Hudson, NH Community Center

12 Lions Avenue

Hudson, NH

Sponsored by Hudson, NH Fire Department

****NOTE DATE CHANGE FOR THIS SESSION****

 

Thursday May 17th, 2007 7-10PM:

SAVE THE BAY-Narragansett Bay

100 Save the Bay Drive

Providence, RI

Sponsored by Save-The-Bay and Providence EMA & OHS

 

Saturday May 19th, 2007 Noon-3PM:

Falmouth Hospital---Faxon Conference Rooms 1 and 2

100 Ter Heun Drive

Falmouth, MA

 

Thursday June 14th, 2007 7-10 PM:

Acushnet Community Center

232 Middle Road

Acushnet, MA

Sponsored by the Acushnet Emergency Management Agency 

 

Saturday June 16th, 2007 Noon-3 PM:

Illing Middle School Cafetorium

229 East Middle Turnpike

Manchester, CT

Sponsored by the town of Manchester, CT and Manchester, CT Emergency 

Management

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic  Flea Market  ***  DATES  *** 2007 

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

 April   2007                                                    Contact          Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

14-15 Apr Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericialCtr ~photo~ John 781 592 2553 W+

15 April Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                 Nick 617 253 3776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

21 Apr Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821  

21 Apr S Portland ME PAWA @AmLegion                  Peter N1PS 207 642 7840 W

21 April Montreal PQ MARC @RCLegion $5@8:30 $10/T   James VE2VE 514 697 7205 W+

22 April Enfield CT NEWS East VHF UHF Conf           Mark K1MAP 413 566 8118

22 April LaGrangeville NY MBARC @TymorPk $6@8$10@6 Janet KC2LUR 845 896 4721 W+

28 April Wallkill NY OCARC @ CommCtr $5@9 $10/T    Edward N2XJI 845 534 3492 W+

29 April Southington CT SARA @HS $20@6:15 $5@8      Chet KA1ILH 860 628 9346 F

4-5 May Deerfield NH NearFest @FG $10@9+$10/S       Mike W1RC @near-fest.com W+

12 May Halifax NS HARC+DARC @Forum $4@9 Sell@6    Murray VE1MMD 902 490 6421 R

12 May Rensselaer NY EGARA @FD $5@8 $15/T@6       Thomas KC2FCP 518 272 1494 W+

20 May Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   Nick 617 253 3776  

26 May Vernon CT NARC @Tolland Ag Ctr               Wayne N1GUS 860 487 1921 A+

1 June Feeding Hills MA HCRA 6PM @CongCh sell$5 b=$0 Dave KB1MU 413 596 6605  +

                                         

1-3 June Rochester NY RARA                          Harold K2HC 585 424 7184 W

2 June Rochester NH GBRA @CommCtr Free@9 $10/T@8:30 KarenKB1KBE 207 698 1618 W

2 June Hermon ME PSARC @HS @8                      Roger KA1TKS 207 848 3846 W+

3 June Newington CT NARL @HS $15/T $10/TG $5@8     George AB1GL 860 289 1445 W

10 June Queens NY HoSARC  $5@9 %10/sp@7:30       Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W+

16 June Goshen CT SBARC @FG Rt63                      Lee K1LEE 860 435 0051 A+

17 June Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                  Nick 617 253 3776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

14 July Union ME PBARC @ CommCtr $4/T@7 $5@8       Scott KB1DSW 207 354 6809  

15 July Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                  Nick 617 253 3776  

18 Aug St Albans VT STARC                             Arn N1ARN 802 285 6457  

19 August Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                Nick 617 253 3776  

8 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG                Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385 A+

15 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct Rick K1KYI 401 725 7507  

15 Sept Alexander ME StCVARC @ElSch Rt9              Roger W1LH 207 454 2174 A

16 September Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT             Nick 617 253 3776  

16 Sept Newtown CT CARA                               Joe AB1DO 203 938 4880  +

29 Sept Gales Ferry CT RASON @VFD                   Dave WA1IKN 860 464 0225 T+

7 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9         John N1GNV 203 440 4468  

7 Oct  Queens NY HoSARC $5@9 $10/sp@7:30         Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W+

12-13 Oct Deerfield NH NearFest @FG                 Mike W1RC @near-fest.com W+

20 Oct Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821  

21 October Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776  

27 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction @OswegatchieSch@10 Tom WA2RYV 860 464 6555 T

27 Oct Montreal PQ MSSARC @PlDesauln.. $5@9 $10/T@6  Roch VE2DU 514 765 0363 W

2 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 245 3228  

10 Nov E Falmouth MA FARA @KoC $5@9 $10/S@7         Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422  +

            

MIT FLEA MARKET  FLYER

This coming Sunday...   The seasons first..

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

Summary: Buy Sell SWAP    Ham Radio    Electronics Computers    9AM - 2PM

+++ Now even more Buyers Parking !!!  

        Thanks to Shire and A/D we have use of their parking lots 

        across Albany St from the SWAPFEST !!!

*** !!!!  In our Traditional GARAGE and the adjacent lot  !!!!  ****

         so come rain or shine or super heat the Flea is on !!!

*********  $1  buyers discount with hardcopy of this notice ********

COMPUTERS - ELECTRONICS - HAM RADIO - COMPUTERS - ELECTRONICS - HAM RADIO

                    FLEA all SUMMER at MIT

                    Sunday April 15th 2007

                          9AM-2PM

Come to the city for a great flea - plenty of free parking.

        MIT's  electronics and ham radio flea will take 

        place on the third Sunday of each month this summer, 

        April thru October.

       

        There is tailgate space for over 600 sellers and

        free, off-street parking for >2000 cars!

        Buyers admission is $5  (you get $1 off if

        you're lucky enough to have a copy of our ad)

        and sellers spaces are $20 for the first and 

        $15 for each additional at the gate.

        The flea will be held at the corner of Albany and

        Main streets in Cambridge; right in the Kendall

        Square area from 9AM to 2PM, with sellers set-up

        time starting at 7AM.  

        SEASON PASS + Advance Seller Discount               

                                                           

        A sellers discount season pass is available which   

        offers a 30% discount.  By prepaying you get a 

        discount and earlier admission.  See the registration form.   

       *** Attention Sellers *** 

                Prepaid vendors.. Season Pass or monthly,

                will be admitted FIRST.

                Separate lines will form prior to gate opening

                for prepaid and nonprepaid vendors

        !! RAIN or SHINE !!  Have no fear of rain, a covered 

        well illuminated tailgate area is available for all 

        sellers (6'8" clearance).

        Talk-in: 145.23- (PL 88.5) W1BOS/R  and

                 W1XM/R-449.725/444.725 (PL 114.8/2A).           

        Sponsors: MIT Electronics Research Society

                  MIT UHF Repeater Association (W1XM)

                  MIT Radio Society (W1MX)

                  Harvard Wireless Club (W1AF)

        For more info / advanced reservations 617 253 3776  (M-F 9-5)

           For seller info see       www.swapfest.us

********** $1  buyers discount with hard copy of this notice ************

*******************************************************************************

Steve Finberg                       W1GSL                      w1gsl@mit.edu
PO Box 82 MIT Br           Cambridge MA  02139-7082             

617 258 3754
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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