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Secretary’s Report

MARA MEETING, 03/21/06

President Carl Aveni, N1FY, called the meeting to order at 8:00 PM

Directors present: Carl N1FY, Roy KB1CYV 

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Secretary’s report was accepted as read in the newsletter

TREASURER’S REPORT

There was no Treasurer’s report

REPEATER TRUSTEES

Carl N1FY, Gil W1GMF, Lou N1UEC,

Bob N1EDM

Repeater

The 147.180 repeater is working fine.

The 444.550 repeater is working fine.
NEW BUSINESS

Phil setting up ARES database

Help need for both Marathon and EOC 

on 4/17/06. FEMA activity on 8/19. YMCA

June road race & July triathlon support needed.

Nominations being accepted for Officers.

Election at May meeting.

Field Day is coming in June. Help needed.

OLD BUSINESS
Antenna Party for roof.

Carl N1FY closed meeting at 8:52PM

Respectfully Submitted

Loren N1IQI

W1MV CALLSIGN
No call sign use in the past month.

Notes From The Field

The annual election of Officers will be held at MARA’s May 16th meeting. The easiest way to insure that are or are not nominated is to attend. 

 All members involved with ARES or RACES are urged to take courses on ICS (Incident Command System) . These are available online.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NV V

The 2006 New England QSO Party is coming up in a few weeks  May 6th and 7th.  

The NEQP is a lot of fun, get on and make some QSOs!   Last year we had hundreds of participants and 300 sent in logs.    Full information is on the NEQP web site -->  http://www.neqp.org/

Basic NEQP rules information: 

Object: NE stations make QSOs with anyone; non-New England stations work stations in New England
Times: May 6/7 - Saturday from 4pm until 1am Sunday, and again from 9am until 8pm on Sunday (20 hours)
Bands: 80-40-20-15-10 meters - activity concentrated near 3875 7280 14280 21380 28380 on SSB and 3540 7035 14040 21040 28040 on CW
Exchange:  New England stations give signal report and county/state; others give signal report and state/province/country
Categories:  QRP, low power, high power, multi-operator, mobile
Scoring for New England stations: One QSO point per SSB QSO; two points for CW/digital QSOs, multiple total QSO points by the number of states, Canadian provinces and DXCC countries worked.
Logs: send to logs@neqp.org or to NEQP, P O Box 3005, Framingham MA 01701
Full rules - see the NEQP web site --> http://www.neqp.org/rules.html
Certificates will be sent to anyone making 25 QSOs or more, plus there are 30 plaques available to top scorers. 


-- Tom  K1KI for the NEQP Committee

Vanity call sign fee poised to drop slightly later this year

The FCC wants to reduce the Fiscal Year 2006 regulatory fee to obtain an Amateur Radio vanity call sign to $20.10 for the 10-year license term. The current vanity fee is $21.90. The Commission proposed the new fee in a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM),"Assessment and Collection of Regulatory Fees for Fiscal Year 2006," in MD Docket 06-68, released March 27. If ordered as proposed, the new vanity fee would become effective in August or September. The FCC is obligated to collect nearly $289 million in regulatory fees during FY 2006 to fund its operations.

                        

Amateur Radio Military Appreciation Day 2006

 
From: "Emery" <kb9ibw@yahoo.com> 
Subject: AMATEUR RADIO MILITARY APPRECIATION DAY 2006 

ARMAD 2006 will be held on May 27, 2006.  Amateur Radio Operators worldwide will "HAM IT UP FOR THE TROOPS" once again. 
Find out how to get involved at www.armad.net or www.monroearmad.com. 
ARMAD will be featured on several radio talk shows during the month of May.  Also look for media coverage about the event. 
Get your Club involved and get on the air to help promote Amateur Radio, and to boost the morale of those that serve.  We also will honor our Veterans and Retired Military members. 
Thank you! 
Emery / KB9IBW

SKYWARN Training Schedule
The SKYWARN Training Schedule continues to be filled for 2006. We currently have 10 SKYWARN training sites confirmed with an additional  5-7 sites that are being worked by Amateur Radio SKYWARN Coordinators and other SKYWARN Spotters working closely with Amateur Radio SKYWARN Coordinators. The links below will get you to the latest SKYWARN Training Schedule for this year:
http://www.erh.noaa.gov/box/skywarnTraining.shtml
http://users.rcn.com/rmacedo/trsched.htm
Field trip to Charlotte County Florida EOC and Port Charlotte Florida area.  – by  Phil N1XTB
On a recent to visit to my folks in Florida, I saw a publication sitting on the counter, “All Hazards Guide” 2002 edition published by Emergency Management of Charlotte County. There was a wealth of useful information in the publication.  The EOC phone number was listed so I gave them a call to get a current version.  Lisa at the EOC said I was welcome to stop by and pick up an updated copy. 

The EOC is located in the Sheriff’s complex on the property of the Charlotte county airport.  My brother and I checked in at the window and were buzzed/escorted in by an older woman on the administrative staff.  She was most pleasant and provided a half dozen copies.  I asked how they were set up for communications.  She was kind enough to unlock the RACES/ham  radio room and let us have a look.  The room had two VHF Yaesu radios and two mulitmode Icom radio’s at four separate operating positions.  There were additional positions in the room but without radio’s. Couldn’t readily identify any HF gear.  The room was in disarray and looked like it had not been used in some time.  Our guide told me that the most recent RACES officer was no longer in the picture.  Unfortunately during his tenure the organization had come unglued.  She indicated that they have over 100 volunteers, but unfortunately many of them are “snowbirds” so are not available during the hurricane season. The EOC staff were working on getting new RACES leadership in place.  We then got a tour of the main EOC working area.  In the large room there were a number of oval tables arranged throughout the room.  I didn’t get an exact count, but it looked like well over twenty tables. Each position had a laptop in place on the table.  The main directors table was about 20 foot long at one end of the room with a large map on the wall behind it.  The sheriff’s 911 center was in another space on the other side of the wall from the EOC main room.

I asked how the Sheriff’s building fared during Hurricane Charlie.  One end of the building sustained roof damage and was rendered unusable. The EOC in the center of the building had a fair amount of water leakage but remained in use. The county has plans to build a new building and relocate the EOC.

My brother gave me a tour of the surrounding area on the way back from the EOC and gave me some first person impressions of his visit to the area two months after Charley. In October 2004 he noted most of the tall metal highway lighting poles were snapped between 1/3 to 1/2 of their height above ground.  Many traffic lights did not operate. We could still see right off highway 75 at the Port Charlotte Kings Highway exit, the weather covers/roofs over the gas station pumps still has extensive damage.  My brother pointed out that most of the buildings we had in view at the exit had varying amounts of roof damage in October 2004.  We drove through a residential area near a golf course.  He pointed out areas that were nothing but bare ground and concrete slabs that used to be occupied by some older condo’s.  The buildings had all been severely damaged, condemned and leveled.  Many trees were still visible that had been snapped off between 10 and 20 feet above ground. 

Hopefully the Charlotte County EMa folks will get their communication staff problems squared away. 
DX Events

KENYA, 5Z.  Riccardo, IZ1GDB will be QRV as 5Z4/homecall from April

20 to May 1.  QSL to home call.

MALDIVES, 8Q.  Francis, F6DPD will be QRV as 8Q7FB from Kuramathi

Island, IOTA AS-013, from April 18 to 24.  Activity will be on 40,

20 and 17 meters using SSB and PSK.  QSL via bureau.

ANGOLA, D2.  Janne is QRV as D2DX and has been active on 12 meters

using CW and SSB around 0900 and 1045z, respectively.  QSL via

OH2BAD.

SCOTLAND, GM.  Members of the Orkney Amateur Radio Club are QRV as

MM0MWW from the Isle of Shapinsay, IOTA EU-009, until April 17.

Activity is on 80 to 10 meters using CW and SSB with two stations.

QSL direct via GM0IFM.

SOLOMON ISLANDS, H4.  Bernhard is QRV as H44MS from Honiara until

April 27.  Activity is on 80 to 10 meters using SSB.  QSL via

DL2GAC.

THAILAND, HS.  Champ, E21EIC will be QRV as E21EIC/8 from southern

Thailand from April 20 to May 2.  Japanese stations QSL via JR5XPG

and everyone else via E21EIC.

WESTERN KIRIBATI, T30.  Members of the Collins Amateur Radio Club

are QRV as T30CXX from Tarawa, IOTA OC-017.  Activity is on 40 to 15

meters using CW and SSB.  Their length of stay is unknown.  QSL via

W0CXX.

SOMALIA, T5.  Mike, PA5M is QRV as 6O0M in his spare time during his

local evening.  He expects to be here for at least six weeks.

Activity is on 40, 20 and 17 meters using CW.  QSL via PA7FM.

TURKEY, TA.  Karl, WA2KBZ will be QRV as TA0/homecall from Buyukada

Island in the Mamara Sea from April 20 to May 1.  Activity will be

on 80, 40 and 20 meters using mostly CW.  QSL to home call.

GABON, TR.  Alain, TR8CA has been active using RTTY on 20 meters

from around 1800 to 2000z.  QSL via F6CBC.

CHAD, TT.  Syl is QRV as TT8LN and has been active on 15 meters

around 1300z.  QSL via F5TLN.

ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS, VU4.  During a big Hamfest in Port

Blair from April 18 to 20, a rather large group of amateurs from

various countries will be active.  Look for VU3CHE, VU3FRK, VU3GMM,

VU3KIE, VU3NZB, VU3OHA, VU3OHB, VU3JLW, VU3PLM, VU3RIC, VU3RVC,

VU3RWN, VU3RWO, VU3RWP, VU3RYB, VU3RYE, VU3RYF, VU3RYG, VU3RYH,

VU3RYI, VU3RYJ, VU3RYM, VU3RYN, VU3RYP, VU3SIB, VU3SIC, VU3SID,

VU3SIE, VU3SIF, VU3SIG, VU3TLY to be QRV as VU4AN/homecalls.  In

addition, 40 Indian amateurs have also been assigned callsigns for

the event.  Activity will be 80 to 6 meters.  A 5-day extension for

after the hamfest has also been granted.  QSL via operators'

instructions.

INDONESIA, YB.  A large team of operators is QRV as YE5P from

Berhala Island, IOTA OC-107.  Activity is on 80, 40, 20 and 15

meters using mostly SSB, but with some CW and digital as well.  QSL

via operators' instructions.

AVES ISLANDS, YV0.  A large group of operators plan to QRV as YX0A

beginning April 19 for about two weeks.  Activity will be on 160 to

6 meters using CW, SSB and various digital modes.  QSL via KU9C.

OPERATION APPROVED FOR DXCC.  The following operation is approved

for DXCC credit: Chad, TT8PK, operations from March 15 to May 27,

2004 and from December 27, 2005 ending on October 3, 2006.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The TARA Skirmish Digital Prefix

Contest, Holyland DX Contest, ARLHS Annual Spring Lites QSO Party,

ES Open HF Championship, EU SSB Spring Sprint, Michigan QSO Party,

EA-QRP CW Contest, Ontario QSO Party and the YU DX CW Contest will

certainly keep contesters busy this weekend. The Run for the Bacon

QRP Contest and Low Power CW Spring Sprint are scheduled for April

17. Please see April QST, page 101 and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest

websites for details.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  ***  dates  *** 2006 

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*************************************************************************************************************

April 2006                                                    

Contact          Source

*************************************************************************************************************

15 Apr S Portland ME PAWA @AmLegion                   

Roger N1XP 207 671 0671 A

16 Apr Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                  

 Nick 617 253 3776   

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

22 Apr Nashua NH NE Antique RC $15/T@7 $5@8 $2@9 @StStan  Marty 603 755 2839  

22 Apr Montreal PQ MARC @LaSalleRCL $4@9 $8/T@8         
James 514 697 7205 R

23 Apr Southington CT SARA @HS $5@9 $10@8:30 $20/T@6:30     Chet 860 628 9346 F

23 Apr LaGrangeville NY MtBeaconARC @TymorPk          
Rich N2ZKX 845 344 2720 A+

23 Apr Enfield CT NEWS E VHF/UHF Conf                 

Mark K1MAP 413 566 2404 W+

29-30 Apr Watertown MA Photographica @ACEC ~photo~          
John 781 592 2553 W+

5,6 May Hopkinton NH HossTraders @FG x7 I89           

Joe K1RQG 207 469 3492 T

6 May Goshen CT SBARC @FG Rt 63                      

 Lee K1LEE 860 435 0051  +

13 May Halifax NS HARC @ForumAnnex B@9 S@6:30     
Murray VE1MMD              R

13 May Rensselaer NY EGARA @FireHse $5@8 $10/T@6  
Thomas KC2FCP 518 272 1494 F+

21 May Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776   

27 May Vernon CT NARC @Tolland AG Ctr              

Wayne N1GUS 860 487 1921 A

28 May SorelTracy PQ STARC $5@9 $15/T@6              
Luc VE2DWE 450 743 8676 R+

2 June Feeding Hills MA HCRA TG Party @CongCh @6PM   
Dave KB1MU 413 596 6605  

2-4 June Rochester NY RARA @FG                      

Harold K2HC 585 424 7184 A 

3 June Hermon ME PSARC @HS                         

Roger KA1TKS 207 848 3846 A+

4 June Queens NY HoSARC 47-01 111st $5@9 $10/sp@7:30      Steve 718 898 5599 F+

11 June Newington CT NARL @ShrinerHall             

George AB1GL 860 463 0948 A+

18 June Cambridge MA         FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776              

8 July Union ME PBARC @CommCtr                     

Scott KB1DSW 207 354 6809 A

16 July Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  

22 July Nashua NH NE Antique RC $15/T@7 $5@8 $2@9 @StStan Marty 603 755 2839 F 

20 Aug Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  

25-27 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Conv @HI              
Mike K1TWF 978 250 1236 A

9 Sep BallstonSpa NY SCRACES fri6P $5+5/T+15cmp  
Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385  

9 Sep Windsor ME AARA @FG Rt32 @8                   

Bill K1NIT 207 623 9075  +

16 Sep Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct 
Rick K1KYI 401 725 7507  

17 Sep Cambridge MA         FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  

1 Oct Queens NY HoSARC 47-01 111st $5@9 $10/sp@7:30       
Steve 718 898 5599 F+

6,7 Oct Hopkinton NH HossTraders @FG x7 I89           

Joe K1RQG 207 469 3492 T

7 Oct Lake Placid NY NNYARA                       


Thomas WB2KLD 518 827 4800 A

8 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9         

John N1GNV 203 440 4468  +

14 Oct Nashua NH NE Antique RC $15/T@7 $5@8 $2@9 @StStan  Marty 603 755 2839  

15 Oct Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  

28 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction @OswegatchieSch@10 
Tom WA@RYV 860 464 6555 T

28 Oct Montreal PQ MSSARC @PlDesaulniers $5@9 $10/T@6                        W+

28-29 Oct Watertown MA Photographica @ACEC ~photo~         
John 781 592 2553 W+

3 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    
Jim KK1W 413 245 3228  
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Call sign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY 

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)
440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/    
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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