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Founded February 6, 1962

April 2005

Volume 44 Issue 04

Secretary’s Report

MARA MEETING, 3/15/05

President Carl Aveni, N1FY, opened meeting 8:00PM

Directors present: Carl N1FY, Roy KB1CYV

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Secretary’s report was accepted published.

in the newsletter.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer’s report was accepted as read. 

REPEATER TRUSTEE

Carl N1FY and Gil W1GMF and Lou N1UEC

The 147.180 repeater is working fine.

The 444.550 repeater is working fine.

There was a hole in the shed caused by

heavy equipment. Town patched it with

aluminum sheet.

W1MV CALLSIGN
No activity for club call sign for the month.

SKYWARN/ARES/RACES

Emergency Communications workshop

April 2 in Ipswich. 

Homeland Security drill April 4-8 in Conn.

MARS Drill April 10

Skywarn Training Jun 11 12-3 Brockton VA

NEW BUSINESS

Walk for hunger May 1 needs volunteers

Pilgrim Drill in Aug

Leo is out of the hospital

OLD BUSINESS

Marathon Need help

W1 JOE needs help with field day Jun 25 & 26

Carl N1FY closed meeting at 8:52PM

Respectfully Submitted

Peter N1NVV

Notes From The Field

Leo, WB1EZC is recuperating from bypass surgery.

 Joe, W1JOE has taken on the task of organizing MARA’s Field Day event for 2005. He is 

looking for help in setup and running the various tasks involved. Several members have already committed to help but more are needed. Please contact him at w1joe@arrl.com
The Boston Marathon will be run on April 18. This will put a double demand for the services of local 

Amateur Radio operators. The Marathon organization itself is looking for 270 operators for direct participation in the event. Because of the size of the event and potential for a major impact on public safety, the Bridgewater EOC will be activated. This will require staffing by ARES operators. If you are

considering participation please contact Carl, N1FY to see where your services would best be utilized.

Mark Duff is the contact for the Boston Marathon.

The MARA website has moved to: http://www.powersrvcs.org/w1mv/index.html 

Note other changes on the last page of this newsletter.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter.  
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com . For those who don’t 
use e-mail you can call me at 508-746-2970 or send items to 10 Vernon St. Plymouth, MA 02360.

Thanks, 

Pete   N1NVV

Current Events On The South Shore

Nightly/Weekly  Ongoing Events

2000 hrs  EM2MN Traffic Net 145.230+ pl 88.5

2100 hrs  CM2MN Traffic Net 146.970+ pl114.8

2230 hrs  HHTN    Traffic Net 145.230+ pl 88.5  Mon-Fri Only

2000 hrs  MARA Net every Tuesday except 3rd Tuesday 147.180+ pl 67.0

2000 hrs  SKYWARN NET every Saturday 147.180+ pl 67.0

0830 hrs  WARC NET every Sunday 147.225+ pl 67.0

2000 hrs  RACES NET every first Monday of each month 145.250+ pl 88.5

April:

19 MARA Club meeting EOC Bridgewater 8:00pm
May:

04 WARC Club meeting Whitman Public Library 6:30pm

02 RACES Monthly Drill 8:00pm 145.250+ pl 88.5

17 MARA Club meeting EOC Bridgewater 8:00pm

June:

01 WARC Club meeting Whitman Public Library 6:30pm

  
06 RACES Monthly Drill 8:00pm 145.250+ pl 88.

   
21 MARA Club meeting EOC Bridgewater 8:00pm

MARA Members Train For Pilgrim Nuclear Plant Preparedness
Members of MARA took part in disaster preparedness training in Bridgewater in March. 

Instructors from Entergy and the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) presented Offsite Emergency Preparedness training as part of the Pilgrim Nuclear Power station's Radiological Emergency Reponse Plan. The training emphasized radiation awareness and protection for disaster response staff. 

Personnel from the town of Bridgewater as well as Reception Center staff from Bridgewater State College also attended the session.

"The MARA team members provide emergency communications support for both the town of Bridgewater and Eastern Massachusetts during disaster response events and drills," commented EMA ARRL District Emergency Coordinator Carl Aveni, N1FY.

Participating in the training were: Carl Aveni, N1FY; Allan Cox, K1VQ; Pete Curley, N1NVV; Gil Follett, W1GMF; Phil McNamara, N1XTB; Joe Serrilla, W1JOE.

Shown here: (first photo, l-r) N1FY, W1JOE, W1GMF, N1NVV; (second photo) Jack Williams, Entergy Trainer,

MEMA Staff. Photos courtesy Phil N1XTB 
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AMATEUR RADIO EARNS KUDOS FOR TOPOFF 3 PERFORMANCE

The role of Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) volunteers in Connecticut

in this week's massive TOPOFF 3 exercise has drawn praise from the American

Red Cross, for which ARES provided virtually all radio communication.

Sponsored by the US Department of Homeland Security and intended as a

realistic test of the nation's homeland security system, TOPOFF 3's goal was

to push the system of first responders beyond its limits to find the weak

spots. American Red Cross emergency services director Mario J. Bruno

extolled ARES' performance.

"Operators were there when we needed them, and messages got to where they

were needed," he said in a note to ARRL Connecticut Section leadership. "We

have learned a lot about what ARES can really do when things get messy, and

TOPOFF 3 has been a clear example of how complicated a disaster can get." 

Bruno said the Red Cross doesn't have to worry if today's fancy

telecommunications devices fail, because ARES will always be there to

provide the needed support. "Thank you ARES for helping us respond to the

largest disaster exercise in the history of the United States," Bruno

concluded. "We will not forget."

Connecticut's phase of TOPOFF 3 began April 4 with a bang--an explosion in

New London meant to simulate a terrorist attack. "Loud enough that the

organizers passed out earplugs for the media gathered on the bluffs above,"

recounted ARRL Media and Public Relations Manager Allen Pitts, W1AGP--a

former Connecticut Section Emergency Coordinator and current ARES member.

Visual realism was very much a part of the $16 million exercise, and

prospective ARES volunteers were cautioned in advance. "As the mushroom

cloud of smoke drifted away," Pitts said, describing the explosions

immediate aftermath, "hundreds of gory victims processed into the site to

assume positions of death and agony." Pitts says Amateur Radio's real work

only began in earnest after the media also drifted away, once the smoke and

simulated blood were gone.

After ARES stood down from the drill late on April 6, ARRL Connecticut

Section Manager Betsey Doane, K1EIC, and SEC Chuck Rexroad, AB1CR, said they

felt Amateur Radio acquitted itself very well during the drill.

"The energy, enthusiasm and absolute dedication of all the volunteers for

this event are a testament to the real dedication and teamwork in the

Connecticut Section," Doane said in a statement thanking all who took part.

Rexroad agreed. "It's just been amazing," he said. "People came into this

drill prepared and ready to stay. It was a very positive experience." 

Under the National Disaster Plan, the Red Cross has primary responsibility

for mass care. ARES provided communication among all of the Red Cross

emergency response vehicles (ERVs), mobile canteens, kitchen, headquarters

and other sites the organization needed stay in touch with.

In all, as many as 40 of the 150 ARES volunteers from Connecticut and other

states in the Northeast were deployed to the field at any given time, and

everyone got to take part at some point. "Everybody had a job to do,"

Rexroad said. "Everyone had at least one shift when they were able to get on

the radio and provide communications support."

Doane also credited the ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency Communications courses

and other training with raising the overall level of operating skill--even

among newer operators.

"There were a few new people that were assigned to be observers, and before

the end of the drill ended up trained well enough to be an operator on an

ERV," she said. "I have to tell you, I was impressed."

TOPOFF 3 required participants to be ready for unexpected events, and the

ARES operation was no exception. "The only big curveball we got thrown was

when one of the judges decided they were going to take one of our repeaters

down," Rexroad explained. Connecticut ARES was able to promptly switch to a

backup. Ironically, a genuine repeater breakdown occurred just before the

exercise got under way.

Rexroad and Doane agreed that TOPOFF 3 not only was a success but a helpful

learning experience for ARES. "We learned a fair number of lessons, and most

of them were organizational, not technical, in nature," Rexroad remarked.

Rexroad says Connecticut ARES also prepared to assist the Connecticut Office

of Emergency Management and actually activated several of its stations to

show the state officials that it had the back-up coverage in case they

needed it.

A bioterrorism incident was the scenario in New Jersey--the only other

TOPOFF 3 site. Emergency officials there not only were key to the exercise,

they had real problems owing to flooding in the northern part of the state.

ARES teams in New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania participated in the

flood emergency response and relief effort.

Brian Fernandez, K1BRF, a Connecticut Assistant SM and ARES liaison to the

Red Cross said Amateur Radio's performance in TOPOFF 3 did not go unnoticed

within the Department of Homeland Security. "Amateur Radio made a major

contribution to the nation," he said, "and those who contribute to making it

safer and stronger and folks in the right places know it."

    DX Events

 

BHUTAN, A5.  Stig, LA7JO will be QRV as A52JO from April 4 to 15.

QSL via operator's instructions.

BOLIVIA, CP.  Rene, DF9GR is QRV as CP6/DF9GR until April 15.

Activity is on 80 to 10 meters, and possibly 30 and 17 meters, using

mostly CW, with also with some RTTY and PSK.  QSL to home call.

BOTSWANA, A2.  Hans, DL7CM and Sid, DM1AYO will be QRV as

A25/homecalls from April 6 to 20.  Activity will be 160 to 6 meters

using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK.  QSL to home calls.

BRUNEI, V8.  Ambran, V85SS has been QRV on 160 meters around 1000z.

He is also active on 80, 40 and 30 meters using CW.  QSL via

operator's instructions.

COTE d'IVOIRE, TU.  Gerard is QRV as TU2OJ and has been active using

PSK on 17 meters around 1000z and then around 1700z.  QSL via F5IPW.

DENMARK, OZ.  In celebration of the 200th anniversary of the birth

of Hans Christian Andersen, special event station OZ5HCA is active

until April 30 from Odense, Fyn Island, IOTA EU-172.  QSL via OZ3FYN.

EAST MALAYSIA, 9M6.  Just, LA9DL will be QRV as 9M6/homecall from

IOTA OC-088 on April 9 and 10.  Activity will be on 20, 17 and 15

meters using SSB around the IOTA frequencies.  QSL to home call.

IRAN, EP.  Hamid, EP4HR has been QRV on 17 meters using SSB from

around 1430 to 1600z.  QSL via I2MQP.

LEBANON, OD.  Francis, OD5PL has been QRV using RTTY or PSK31 on 15

meters around 1200z.

MALAWI, 7Q.  Joe, G3MRC and Janet, M0JMP are now QRV from the lake

shore at Nkhotakota as 7Q7BP and 7Q7YL, respectively.  Activity is

on most HF bands.  QSL via operators' instructions.

MARTINIQUE, FM.  Berthold, DF5WA and Gunter, DF7GB are QRV as

homecalls/FM.  Activity is on all HF bands, and possibly 160 meters

if the location is suitable, using mostly CW, but also some SSB,

RTTY and PSK31.  QSL to home calls.

NORFOLK ISLAND, VK9N.  Jim, VK9NS has been QRV using RTTY on 15

meters around 0100z.  QSL direct.

SAUDI ARABIA, HZ.  Thomas, HZ1EX is here until the end of June.  He

is usually QRV on 40 meters using CW on most days.  QSL via SM0BYD.

SOMALIA, T5.  Joe, VA6JWT, is QRV as 6O0JT from Galkayo.  He has

been active on 20 meters around 2015 to 2315z.  QSL to home call.

            

SUDAN, ST.  Nader, ST2NH can generally be found on 20 meters around

2200z.  QSL via EA7FTR.

               

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, A6.  Ghis, ON5NT is QRV as A6/ON5NT and has

been active on 17 meters around 1430z.  QSL to home call.

THIS WEEK ON THE RADIO.

The YLRL DX-YL to NA-YL SSB Contest is scheduled for April 13 to 15. Please see April QST, page 99 and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest websites for details.

The Holyland DX Contest, the TARA Skirmish Digital Prefix Contest,

the ES Open HF Championship, the EU Spring Sprint (CW), the Michigan and

Ontario QSO parties, and the YU DX Contest are April 16-17. 

NEXT WEEK ON THE RADIO

TheNAQCC Weeknight 40/80-Meter Sprint and the 432 MHz Spring Sprint are April

20.

The RSGB 80-Meter Club Championship (Data) is April 21.

OPERATIONS APPROVED FOR DXCC.  The following operations are approved

for DXCC credit: Chad, TT8M, current operation effective March 9,

2005 

New England Flea Schedule – Courtesy  W1GSL

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

2005                                                   


 Contact          
Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

16 April S Portland ME PAWA @AmLegion               
 Roger N1XP 207 671 0671 W

17 April Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                 
Nick 617 253 3776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

23 Ap Nashua NH NE Antique RC $15/T@7 $2@9 @StStan's  Marty 603 938 5051 F

23 Ap Rochester NH GBRA 150 WakefieldSt @9AM $10/T 
Karen KB1KBE 207 698 1618  +

24 Ap Southington CT SARA @HS $5@9 $10@8:30 $18/T@6:30     Alex 860 214 3013 F

6,7 May Hopkinton NH HossTraders @FG x7 I89           
Joe K1RQG 207 469 3492  

9 May Whately MA FCARC @ElSc Monday $3@5PM $5/T     Walt W1ZPB 413 498 2729  +

14 May Goshen CT  SoBARC @ FG Rte 63 $3@8 $10/T@6    Lee K1LEE 860 435 0051  +

15 May Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                  
 Nick 617 253 3776  

20-22 May Dayton OH                                                           

21 May E Greenbush NY EGARA @FireHS $5@8 $10/T@6    Betty N2POS 518 785 0727 F+

28 May WashTownship NJ BARA @WestwoodHS $5@8 $15@6    Jim K2ZO 201 664 6725 F 

28 May Vernon CT NARC @Tolland Ag Ctr              
 Wayne N1GUS 860 487 1921 A 

3-5 June Rochester NY $9@6AM+$10/sp                

 Harold K2HC 585 424 7184 W

3 June Feeding Hills MA HCRA @CongCh $5/T@6:30PM     
Dave KB1MU 413 596 6605  

4 June Herman ME PSARC                             

Roger KA!TKS 207 848 3846 A+

5 June Queens NY HoSARC @9A                     

Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W+

11 Jun Windsor CT VintgeR Museum new site@115 Pierson Ln   John 860 673 0518 W+

11-12 June Newington CT NARL @HS  $20/T@5 $8@8:45     Dan K3UFG 860 206 3379 W

12 June Bethpage NY LIMARC                            

Rick K2RB 516 526 6975 A+

19 June Cambridge MA         FLEA at MIT                  
Nick 617 253 3776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

9 July Union ME PBARC @ComCtr Rt17+131 $5@8 $3/T@7 Scott KB1ESW 207 354 6809  + 

16 July Nashua NH NE Antique RC $15/T@7 $2@9 @StStan's    Marty 603 938 5051 F

17 July Cambridge MA         FLEA at MIT                   
Nick 617 253 3776  

21 August Cambridge MA       FLEA at MIT                   
Nick 617 253 3776  

10 Sept BallstonSpa NY SCRACES fri6P $5+5/T+15cmp
Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385  

10 Sept Windsor CT VintgeR Museum @6AM  @115 Pierson Ln    John 860 673 0518 W

17 Sept Alexander ME SCVARC                         

Skip KB1HCX 207 454 2156 A+

18 Sept Cambridge MA         FLEA at MIT                  
 Nick 617 253 3776  

18 Sept Newtown CT CARA @Town Hall                  
 Bill N1PJG 203 798 2831 A+

25 Sept Bethpage NY LIMARC                           

 Rick K2RB 516 526 6975 A+

2 Oct Queens NY HoSARC @9A                       

Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W+

7,8 Oct Hopkinton NH HossTraders @FG x7 I89           
Joe K1RQG 207 469 3492 W

8 Oct Nashua NH NE Antique RC $15/T@7 $2@9 @StStan's      Marty 603 938 5051 F

8 Oct Lake Placid NY NNYARA  $5+$10/T FriSetup    
Thomas WB2KLD 518 827 4852  +

9 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv                    

John N1GNV 203 440 4468 A+

16 Oct Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   
Nick 617 253 3776  

22 Oct Montreal PQ MSSARC $5@9 $10/T@6           
Georges VE2GXE 450 922 8352 R+

4 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM   Jim KK1W 413 245 3228  

5,6 Nov Watertown MA Photographica ~photo~              
Ed Shaw 617 965 0807  +

12 Nov E Falmouth MA FARA @KoC $3@9 $9/S@7           
Jim WA1GPO 508 840 3021 T

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LAST UPDATE 4-2-05 de W1GSL                                    

Items For Sale

For Sale: Kenwood 430 solid state receiver with Kenwood matching Auto Antenna

Tuner, Power Supply and Speaker.  All equipment is mint.  $600 for all.  Gary

(WA1CIM) 508-279-1715. E-mail: garydc2@verizon.net
(WA1CIM) 508-279-1715. E-mail: garydc2@verizon.net
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)
440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090 W1MV (Bridgewater)

MARA Web page
www.powersrvcs.org/w1mv/index.html

 HYPERLINK "http://www.qsl.net/wa1npo" 
WARC Web Page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Qsl via

www.eqsl.com
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.09 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com
�








