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Well here we are into the month of April, a month that we thought would never get here.  Such a crazy winter for weather this year.  When it was supposed to snow it rained, when it was supposed to be cold it was warm.  At least Mother Nature kept track and now the flowers are starting to blossom. 

I would like to address several things in this issue of MARANews.

First of all is the dues situation.  The grace period ended on March 31 and many have not responded as of yet.  I would like to encourage anyone that is deliquent to please take care of the matter at this month’s meeting so the Treasurer can get his records in order.

The second issue is the question of Field Day.  After the March meeting I sent out a memorandum regarding my thoughts on this situation.  In order to have a Field Day this year we will need to have a Chairperson to handle the delicate needs of organizing the event.  In the past Carl and Bob have done all the organizational duties.  However, this year they will not be doing this and it will be upon the members to organize if the club wishes to have a Field Day.  It will be up to someone to volunteer as the Chairperson to set up a committee to get the job done.  This will have to be put into place at the April meeting one way or the other; to do or not to do.

Third is the nomination of officers.  Yes it is time once again to elect our new officers for the next year.  Nominations must be in and complete by the April meeting.  Voting will be at the May meeting and the new officers will take office in June.  I encourage anyone who would like to run for one of the 4 offices to contact Carl or myself.  All four offices are open for nominations at this point so lets not hold off until the deadline.  The only qualifications to hold office is that the applicant must be a member in good standing from the previous year.  I know there are alot of good people out there that can handle these jobs so please step up.

Fourth; advancement training.

You will be hearing Carl talk about setting up classes for advancement in the near future.  I believe it is his intention to hold classes for TECHS to advance to GENERAL and so forth up the line.  He has agree to chair this new venture and I am sure that everyone will give him the support that he needs.  It will be a good chance for members to get on HF.

And finally, is Cranberry Festival in Oct at Edaville.  I will be chairperson for this event and I am sure that it will be a bigger and better event than last year, which was a huge success.  I will be looking for help with this event as we get near October.

Hope to see you all at the April meeting.

73 Gil W1GMF

A MARA Minute
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MARCH 20 2002

MEETING OPENED: 2000

DIRECTORS PRESENT:

Bob N1EDM, JOHN N1PRK, JOE W1JOE

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

Read and Accepted

SECRETARY REPORT: Joe W1JOE

Read and Accepted

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX.  The repeater is working and “I don’t want to touch the shed door HI HI”  We do need some AC for the summer.  It does get very hot in the shed and we would like to get a small air conditioner.  A motion was made and accepted.

Repeater Trustee Report: N1FY

The Club call sign.  Carl would like contesters to use the club call sign but  please let him know.  The BAA is looking for radio operators for the marathon if you like to work it contact the BAA at the webb site.

SECRETARYS NOTE:

We still are looking for a Field Day coordinator.  Anybody interested in this, please step forward.

Meeting closed at 2130.

Respectively Submitted

Joe W1JOE, Secretary

Carl is a Grandfather!!

Wed March 27, at 5:30AM.  Carl Aveni, N1FY’s life took a decided turn for the better.  His son Carl and daugher in law had a Baby Girl.

Please welcome Anna Lucia Aveni into the world, ladies and gentleman.  She weighed 7 lbs 10 ounces at birth and was 2 1/2 weeks early.  She came out with a complete head of hair.  Carl will bring photos to the club meeting and with a little persuasion, might show them around. 

Carl says that he and Lorraine are already in the process of getting a custom built chair made for Anna when she becomes President of the United States.

[Editor’s Note: With Carl’s penchant for attracting the letter ‘Z’ in his callsigns (he’s had 3 calls like that), it was only natural that he try to influence the name of his granddaughter.  He tried to get them to name her Suzanne, Liz, or Zelda.  We like Anna Lucia.

From Russia with Love

[image: image2.jpg]o]
o
V)
v
=1-
(=4





Some Guys have all the luck!

Sometimes you just have to be in the right place at the right time.  See what you’re missing by not working HF?  Come to the April meeting to see the latest QSL card that Don Tanguay, N1DT received while working as a W2SUB op.  Don claims that she had a ‘good fist’.  Frankly, Don, we’re not looking at her fist.

Group purchase of Radio Amateur callbook

Radio Amateur Callbook (aka Flying Horse) has a special purchase deal running.  Their Summer Edition CD ROM will be available in May.  By pre-ordering, you can save some $$.  The deal is this..  The normal cost is $49.95.  If 2 to 5 copies are ordered, take a 20% discount, and 6-24 copies gives you a 40% discount.  Interested?  See Bob, N1EDM at the April meeting.

Carl’s Notes

Dates to Remember

April 23 (Tuesday) will be a dress rehearsal for the FEMA Graded exercise scheduled for May.  It will be a Daytime event.  Expected hours are from 8:00AM to 3:00PM.  Operations will most likely be at the EOC and the Bridgewater State College.  Carl will issue more information on the repeater and at the club meeting regarding where and how to assemble on April 23.

On Wednesday, May 22, the actual graded exercise will be conducted for FEMA from 8:30AM-3:00PM.  This is where all your training will pay off.  This is also a paid exercise, so all FEMA-trained members should plan on attending.  This event only happens every other year.

Also on May 22, there will be Skywarn training at VA hospital.  Doors open 6:30PM.  Training starts at 7:00PM.  This is a good opportunity for new trainees to become qualified Skywarn spotters and a great refresher course for current spotters.

The Bridgewater EOC has a web site that is still under construction.  Check out www.bridgewaterma.org, then click on Government.  There may already be information about the Bridgewater EOC.  Bear in mind that the site is still under construction.  If the info you are looking for is not there, it will be shortly.  It will also be a good URL to add to your Bookmarks to keep up with EOC news and event.

National Lightning Awareness week, 2nd week in April.  Just to be aware of things that can happen when Lightning is around.

Submarines on the Air

"SUBMARINES ON THE AIR" Special Event will be from April 27th 0000 UTC to 2359 UTC April 28th. 

For Details see SVARA - Submarines Veterans Amateur Radio Association at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SVARA/  Over 30 Submarines Worldwide taking part. For the list of Museum Submarines with call signs, see http://www.marinefunker.de/eng/shiplist.html

Frequencies are:

CW 3.5043 & 3743, 7.043 & 7.143, 14.043, 21.043, 21.143, 28.043, 28.143 & 50.043 

SSB: 3.843, 3.943, 7.243, 14.243, 21.343, 28.443, 50.143 All +/- 20Khz except 10 & 6 meters +/-40Khz

Note that W2SUB, from Battleship Cove is expected to be operating as well.

March 23 SET follow-up

The March 23 Simulated Emergency Test (SET) was attended by MARA Club members Carl Aveni, N1FY, John Wittey, N1PRK, Alan Cox, K2VQH, and Bob Mandeville, N1EDM.

The 3-hour long Simulated Emergency Test gave them all a chance to refamiliarize themselves with EOC equipment operation and a chance to test the antenna system.  Carl will have more information at the April meeting.

AA1A Optical DXing
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During the March meeting, we were fortunate to have Dave Riley, AA1A, came to our March meeting to give a demonstration of dxing with light.  Dave brought in various items from his bag of magic tricks and showed how items as simple as TV remotes could be used for communications.

There are a couple of things you might want to know about Dave.  In the first place, Dave is a past President of MARA.  Many hams there didn’t realize this fact.  Second, if you happen to look up Dave’s call in the callbook (or CD-ROM, you will find out that it’s the first USA Amateur call.

Dave was kind enough to forward a packet of information on his talk (circuits, etc.) that will be available at the meeting.  If you want more information, have a look at the following web sites that Dave provided for us:

http://www.radiocom.net/vx6/skippers.htm

http://www.qsl.net/wb9ajz/laser/laserweb.html

http://www.personal.u-net.com/~kersland/nlc/nlcfaq.htm#what

Thanks again for coming down, Dave.

International Marconi Day

Another Special Event operation is occurring this month.  International Marconi Day will be on April 27.  Check all bands, all frequencies, and all modes.

Of note will be the fact that W1AA/IMD will be replaced this year by callsign KM1CC, manned by the operators at the Wellfleet Marconi Park site.  There will be more news at the meeting.

APRSWXNET

[Editor’s Note: we received this via email and thought MARA Members would be interested.]

The Hams commitment to public service is well known for helping to coordinate responses to severe weather.  One such contribution is the APRSWXNET/Citizen Weather Observer Program (CWOP) which routinely relay meteorological observations to the National Weather Service.  The data is sent to Forecast Systems Laboratory (FSL) in Boulder, CO, and used to improve surface analysis and short term forecasts.  It would be great to get some data from Massachusetts to help with the limited data in Central New England.

If your membership is interested in this program, I provide some links for their information:

1. APRSWXNET CWOP Info and Registration Page on FINDU Server: http://www.findu.com/citizenweather/ 

2. CWOP Info Page at the National Hurricane Center (NHC):  Free APRSWXNET Lite link on page used to send data; http://www.fiu.edu/orgs/w4ehw/CWOP-Main.html

3. FSL MADIS MESONET Display Page:  Choose APRSWXNET Data to see CWOP observations http://www-frd.fsl.noaa.gov/mesonet/

4. CWOP Quality Assurance Page: http://www.peakpeak.com/~kb0tvj/
5. FINDU Server Graphical CWOP Plots: My observations depicted http://www.findu.com/cgi-bin/wxpage.cgi?call=CW0351&last=36 

If you have any questions, please contact me, Dave Helms, CW0351

http://dhelms.mystarband.net/wx.html

Get Out the Telescope

[Editors Note: This isn’t amateur-radio work, but it might just be too significant to pass up.  Here’s something for you part-time planet gazers]

Five planets will clump together in April, May.  Wednesday, April 03, 2002, by Deborah Zabarenko, Reuters 

WASHINGTON –The five so-called naked-eye planets - Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn - will appear to clump together later this month in a sight that might not be seen again for a century.  But don't call this a planetary alignment. And even though this event is fairly rare, there is nothing for earthlings to worry about, astronomer Geoff Chester of the U.S. Naval Observatory said Tuesday.  The grouping of the five will begin to be visible with unaided eyes around April 20, with the planets clustered closest by around May 4, Chester said by telephone. "It is an opportunity to see all five of the naked eye planets in the same part of the sky at the same time and that does not happen very often," Chester said.  It could be 50 or 100 years before this happens again, he said.  The display should be easy to see in most parts of the inhabited world, weather permitting, though those at extreme northern and southern latitudes may need binoculars or a small telescope, and Mercury could still be hard to spot, he said.  A similar grouping of the same five planets, plus the moon, occurred on May 5, 2000, accompanied by dire predictions of extraordinary tides and other cataclysms.

Earth survived.  However, that cluster occurred on the opposite side of the Sun from Earth, and the Sun's light was so bright the planets could not be seen from Earth.  This time, most humans should have a good view, Chester said.  What they should be able to see will be Mercury, Venus, Mars, and Saturn all grouped within the span of 10 degrees of the sky, or about the width of a fist held at arm's length. Jupiter will be a bit higher in the sky, about three fist-widths away, but still quite close.  The cluster will start to dissipate around May 12, Chester said, when Mercury will dip closer to the horizon and become less visible.  This grouping is only the planets people can see without help and does not count as an alignment, according to Chester, though others have used that term.  Chester considers a true alignment to be when all the planets are on the same side of the sun and grouped within about 90 degrees - nine fist-widths - of each other or closer.  This occurs once in several hundred years.  The closest known planetary alignment in the last two millennia occurred on April 11, 1128, before most planets were identified as such, including Earth, according to Chester.
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