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From The Desktop of the President 

Good day everyone, It’s already April!! Wow, the year really went fast!

This is the month where we nominate new club officers.  Most officers stay two years, but due to work and family commitments, I will not be able in the position to be nominated for a second year.  It reminds me of that famous JBJ speech.  I want to take the time to thank all of our board members and our coffee secretary. Without them we would not have had the kinds of meeting we had last year. 

The club has come a long way. The treasury is in good order thanks to the generous donation of the club’s new repeater by the Town of Bridgewater’s EOC.  This gift kept us from spending thousands of dollars of our own money to buy a new repeater.

Bob, Gil, and Carl kept coming up with some great ideas for club meetings.  This kept old members coming back to the club and encouraged new people to join.  We always need new blood.  It’s what keeps any organization fresh and moving forward.

Thank you all!!

Anyway, this meeting will feature the nominations for the new officers.  The jobs are not very hard and are actually kind of fun.  So help support your club and volunteer your time.  If you don’t make it to the next meeting, don’t be surprised if you have been nominated to a club office!!  

We are also going to have an auction.  You can keep the money from the sale of your treasures, or you can donate a portion or all of the proceeds to the club.  Start looking around the shack and fill those tables. Bring money or a checkbook too, ‘cause we have to empty those tables by the end of the night.  

Take care for now. I’ll be looking forward to seeing all of you at the meeting.  73, Bob

A MARA Minute


MEETING OPENED: 2000, March, 2001

DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

N1EDM, W1GMF, N1PRK

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

Treasury Report read.

Motion: Accepted as read. Seconded/Approved

SECRETARY REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Secretary Report printed in Newsletter/WebPage.

Motion: Accepted as printed. Seconded/Approved

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

Repeaters are still holding up well.

Gil spoke on the 440 repeater and said that the problem for the shut down had been found. Lou installed another power supply into the machine as well as tweaking the transmitter and redoing the controller.

Carl suggested that the plans for the backup 440 and 2mtr repeaters are still in the planning stages and should happen this summer. They will be installed at the Brockton VA.

SKYWARN/ARES REPORT: Carl N1FYZ

Coordinators meeting at NWS last Saturday. They are looking for more operators for NWS. There will be a training session on May 6 at NWS. Anyone interested in this training session should get in contact with Rob KD1CY. The next SKYWARN training session will be in Medfield on May 10th. More information will be passed on the nets. Anyone interested can get in contact with Carl or Gil. Carl said there are some situations coming up from private agencies that are pushing to put NWS out of business. All hams benefit from NWS and we should keep our eyes open for any bills coming up regarding this.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Carl spoke about the VA Hospital system and what the three hospitals are planning on doing with the Ham Radio System. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Get ready for Field Day it is coming up fast. Anyone that wishes to be active with the club on Field Day should get in contact with Bob N1EDM. Gil hopes that more people will show up for the supper meal. There will be a main course again this year with no EDM goulash.

2. Nominations: April; office nominations.  May; election. June; offices filled.

3. QSL Card Sorting will be done at the May meeting. It should be a fun thing and not take a lot of time. Maybe we can do it again if people enjoy it.

4. Carl suggested having a flea market at the April meeting. Generally everyone thought that would be a good time to have one.

NEW MEMBERS: 

1. Barbara Rice K1MRH from Randolph.

2. Bob Loring K1REL from Brockton.

3. Pete Nagel KB9KAT from Assonet.

Please welcome our new friends when you hear them on the repeaters.

MEETING INTURUPTION.

Herb Lemon, who is the director of the EOC and staunch supporter of the MARA Club introduced 3 member of the Bridgewater Selectmen. The chairman of selectman spoke for a few minutes about the town, the EOC, and thanked the Club for all the help they have given to the town during the drills and activation's during the past few years. He applauded the style in which the members of the Ham Community have carried out their jobs with true professionalism.

Jim, the Chairman of the Selectman, presented a Proclamation of Recognition to the club for all the help they have done for the town. The town proclaimed March 20, 2001 as MARA Day in Bridgewater.

After the presentation Carl introduced Rob KD1CY to the members once again and Rob gave a short rundown on SKYWARN.

At the conclusion of the meeting sandwiches were served by Herb Lemon and the members present were taken through the bunker to see the new equipment and how the radio room operates generally.

Meeting closed at 2130.

Respectively Submitted

Gil W1GMF, Secretary

Vice-President’s Notes

At the March meeting, it was my privilege to accept, on behalf of the club, a Proclamation from the Bridgewater Board of Selectman declaring that March 20, 2001, was Massasoit Amateur Radio Association Day in the town of Bridgewater.  The proclamation is printed in page 5.

I was honored to accept this on behalf of the club.  I made an impromptu speech, singling out Carl Aveni, N1FY, Rob Macedo, KD1CY, and Herb Lemon, KC1ZW, rightfully explaining that this was mainly due to their efforts, along with the cadre of emergency operators that Carl has trained over the years.

I also made an inadvertent omission by not singling out a 4th individual – Gil Follett, W1GMF, for his tireless efforts and donations over the years, and wish to rectify that with this short paragraph.

MARA, please congratulate yourself for a job well done.

Regards, Bob, N1EDM

April Meeting Activity

Our April meeting activity will be a mini-Auction, as outlined in the President’s statements.  Bring what you’ve got to sell!!

50 Years of Hamming it up!

We heard a certain W1ULJ rightfully ‘bragging’ on the air that he had received word that he had been a licensed, active ham for fifty years.  This is longer than many MARA members have been around.  Some chest thumping is definitely in order here!

Congratulations, Bill, on your first 50-year certificate.  We want to print this again when you reach your 2nd 50-year milestone!!

What a Difference a Generation Makes

Contributed by Nancy Kramer, N1RAG

1970: Long Hair

2000: Longing for hair

1970: The perfect high

2000: The perfect high yield mutual fund

1970: Keg

2000: EKG

1970: Acid Rock

2000: Acid Reflux

1970: Moving to California because it's cool

2000: Moving to California because it's warm

1970: Growing pot

2000: Growing pot belly

1970: Watching John Glenn's historic flight with your parents

2000: Watching John Glenn's historic flight with your children

1970: Trying to look like Marlon Brando or Elizabeth Taylor

2000: Trying NOT to look like Marlon Brando / Elizabeth Taylor

1970: Seeds and stems

2000: Roughage

1970: Our president's struggle with Fidel

2000: Our (former) president's struggle with fidelity

1970: Paar

2000: AARP

1970: Killer weed

2000: Weed killer

1970: Hoping for a BMW

2000: Hoping for a BM

1970: The Grateful Dead

2000: Dr. Kevorkian

1970: Getting out to a new, hip joint

2000: Getting a new hip joint

1970: Rolling Stones

2000: Kidney stones

1970: Being called into the principal's office

2000: Calling the principal's office

1970: Screw the system!

2000: Upgrade the system

1970: Peace sign

2000: Mercedes logo

1970: Parents begging you to get your hair cut

2000: Children begging you to get their heads shaved

1970: Passing the driver's test

2000: Passing the vision test

1970: Whatever

2000: Depends

International Marconi Day
Saturday, April 21, is International Marconi Day.  This is the MRC’s major annual operating event to celebrate the life and history of Guglielmo Marconi.  As usual, MRC will represent the Cape Cod site in this international radio get-together.

MRC will be on the air on all bands and modes along with 30+ other International stations, all transmitting from a site where Marconi did significant work or experimentation.

IMD is a fun, low-key event.  The object of the event is to contact as many other IMD stations as possible.  If you can’t find them, just ask the station that you just worked.  Check them out on the DX Cluster, too!  Submit your logs to the Cornish Radio Amateur Club in Cornwall, UK, for a Certificate.

Their web site is at http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~straff.  Also, check out the Marconi Radio site at http://personal.tmlp.com/k1vv/w1aa/event2001.html for further information.

Good hunting!!

WORD Version of MARANews

If you receive your MARANews via email, I suspect that a lot of you are getting the plain-vanilla .txt version of MARANews, when you could be getting a better copy done in Microsoft WORD.  If your email can receive attachments, and you can read a WORD document, send an email back to me to have me switch you to the WORD version.

The WORD version takes a bit longer to download, but it’s well worth it.  And, if you don’t have Microsoft WORD, you can head to the Microsoft web site for a free (yes, that word was not a misprint) WORD reader.  It will allow you to read the files without having to install (or buy) the Microsoft Office suite.

If you would like to try, send an email to n1edm@arrl.net.  I will send you a test file to see if you can read WORD documents, plus complete instructions on how to install and use the reader.

For Sale

I have a10 meter mobile antenna for sale. It is a Cushcraft CS28M MAG Mount. Paid $50+ asking $30 or best offer. 

Thanks,Don, NN1D.

Model Airplane Pix

We’re not trying to belabor February’s meeting, but we did want to recognize the efforts of Jay, N1FDX and Bob, KA1DZA, for taking beautiful photos of the various planes.  Unfortunately, we didn’t get a photo of Bob McSweeney’s beautifully done AT-6 Texan, or we would have included that as well.

We didn’t have space last month to display them, so here they are now.  Thanks again to Bob and Jay for the photos!
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T Debalf of the ctiyens of the town of Bridgeuuter;
s wnth rext pride and vespect that we
present. this proclacation of vecogmhion to:

MASSASOIT AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION

WHEREAS , The amateur radio community, to include M.A.R.A, has historically,
and with great distinction, provided international, national and
local communications during natural and man-made disasters, as well
as public service events,

WHEREAS , The Town of Bridgewater is fortunate to have the Massasoit Amateur
Radio Association located in the Town of Bridgewater. The Massasoit
Radio Association provides timely weather information from the
National Weather Service through its Skywarn network to the Town's
Director of Emergency Management.

WHEREAS, The Massasoit Amateur Radio Association has provided technical and
communications expertise to the Emergency Management Department,
Palice Department and Fire Department.

WHEREAS , The Massasoit Amateur Radio Association provided communications
personnel 24 hours a day during the March 2001 northeaster,

WHEREAS , A1l of the assistance provided by the Massasoit Amateur Radio
Association 1s done without compensation.

THEREFORE , It is with great pride and gratitude that we declare today, the
20th day of March 2001, as Massasoit Amateur Radio Association
Day in the Town of Bridgewater.

March 20, 2001 )O/)’)WQ%LA%\,
Indle——
/%‘n‘\ ):‘)-/‘—7}

ford of selecten

date
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Bob Pratt, KA1DZA

Vice-President: Bob Mandeville, N1EDM

Treasurer: John Wittey, N1PRK

Secretary: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FYZ
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0) 


440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  WA1GDJ-7 (Whitman)

DXCluster 
K1AJ, 145.690; PILGRM Node 145.730

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv



WARC Web page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 
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From:


Massasoit Amateur Radio Association


PO Box 428


Bridgewater, MA  02324








