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Volume 42  Issue 9

Secretary’s Report
Vice President Carl N1FY opened the meeting at 8:00 P.M. 

Directors present: Carl N1FY and Roy KB1CYV.

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Unavailable.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Roy KB1CYV

Accepted as printed in the July newsletter.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

The backup 2-meter repeater is currently in use, and has good coverage.  Lou Harris N1UEC will check the new repeater when his schedule allows.  The 440 machine is currently down.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FY.

There were no requests for use of the club call.

SKYWARN/ARES: Carl N1FY.

Carl reported the repeater was being monitored during the recent blackout.  An ICOM 735 has been donated to National Weather in Taunton, increasing their HF capabilities. 

OLD BUSINESS:

There was no outstanding old business.

NEW BUSINESS: 

A motion was made by Don K1DC, seconded by Steve N1JFU to make a club donation of $200.00 to the ARRL/BPL Spectrum Defense Fund.  The motion was approved.  Carl N1FY discussed plans for the Bridgewater July 4th celebration in 2004.  Although too soon for individual commitment there was agreement that the club would provide some communications support in recognition of the good working relationship with the town.  The town of Bridgewater has authorized use of the EOC radio room as a club station.  The Whitman Amateur Radio Club will hold their semi-annual yard sale at Saftler’s parking lot in Whitman on August 31-September 1.  This is a general flea market so come on down and set up a table.  An equipment auction will be held at the September meeting.  David Tarantino of Pilgrim Nuclear will be guest speaker at the October meeting. 

Meeting closed at 8:30 P.M.

Respectively Submitted

Roy KB1CYV, Secretary

Help Needed for MS Walk

[contributed by Rick Cantin, AA1TI

aa1ti@comcast.net.

The National Multiple Sclerosis Society is looking for Ham Radio Operators to help with the MS Challenge Walk on Cape Cod September 12th, 13th and 14th.

The MS Challenge Walk, presented by Biogen/MS ActiveSource, is more than physical endurance, more than a test of mental strength.  It is a life-changing event, a celebration of human spirit.  Those who accept the challenge believe that one long journey over three days will ultimately shorten the road to the cure for multiple sclerosis.

For more information about the walk please follow this URL:

http://www.perfectdaypublicity.com/challengewalk/newEngland/

To volunteer, please contact:

Brenda Barbour

Director of Volunteers

National Multiple Sclerosis Society

Central New England Chapter

101 A First Ave., Suite 6

Waltham, MA 02451

800-493-9255 x 135

781-890-4990 x 135

781-890-2089 - FAX

www.msnewengland.org

For Sale

Pete Curley has several items to sell for an estate.  The items are too numerous to put on this page, so we’ve listed the entire contest on the last page of the newsletter.

K1USN to participate with FISTS Clubs on Sept 14th

The C2C is a FISTS CW only event that encourages stations throughout the world to work FISTS Club stations.  K1USN is FISTS # 9239 and we expect to have several stations on the air from 8 AM - 5 PM on Sunday Sept 14th.

We would like to have a variety of keys, paddles and bugs to display and use during the operating period.  This will be a great opportunity to socialize and even operate some of the vintage USS Salem radio gear!

This invitation is for everyone to come and enjoy the fun.  You are welcome to come to operate or just visit us.  Do you have a special key to show us?  Please bring it along!

Many newer Hams have not had an opportunity to be exposed to CW and are reluctant to take that first step.  This event should be a good opportunity for them to capture some of that excitement for the first time.  How about being a part of that?  Do you have any good CW stories to share?

We are planning to have K1VV-Whitey onboard taking video and still photos.  He would like to record your comments about your personal CW adventures.  He plans to compile a video CD to be used to promote the FISTS organization.  We will also obtain photos from other participating FISTS Clubs to be included in the video.

Please let me know if you want to be part of this fun event.  Bring a friend!

http://www.tomochka.com/k7fff/fnw_c2c03.html>http://www.tomochka.com/k7fff/fnw_c2c03.html

73, Pi - K1RV (FISTS # 7012)

Free Items from Dave Darois

I also want to offer some equipment to the club for the next flea market, etc.  I would need somebody to come by and give me a hand with transporting it.  Here’s the listing:

· Hallicrafters HT-37 Transmitter (an oldie but goodie, possibly an antique?)

· Heathkit 2 Meter Transceiver, old, but not as old, as the above.

Contact Dave Darois WA1UMT

Email: DNDarois@aol.com

Upcoming DXpeditions

Contributed by Steve Meuse, N1JFU

October 4-11 Christmas Island

October 11-23 Cocos-Keeling

A German team will operate as VK9XW from Christmas Island between October 4 and 11, 2003 and as VK9CD from Cocos-Keeling between October 11 and 23, 2003.

The operators DJ5IW, DM5TI, DL2RMC and DL8LAS will have three stations equipped with amplifiers, beams and verticals, all bands and modes.

Detailed info can be found at http://www.qsl.net/vk9xt/

Good news on the BPL Front

Below is an announcement from the National Association of Broadcasters, the  largest broadcasting lobby in Washington.  It was forwarded by Gunther Meisse, W8GSM, and active participant in the NAB.  Mr. Meisse was quoted as saying the  following:

"The NAB & MSTV have concluded that the BPL technology could be a threat to

the low-band VHF TV stations.  This is good news for the ham community.  When the NAB & MSTV gets hot under the collar about such an issue, they speak with a very big voice."

Here is the full text of the release:

NAB and MSTV File Reply Comments on Broadband Over Power Lines (BPL):

On August 20, 2003 NAB together with MSTV filed Reply Comments in ET docket 03-104 which is a Notice of Inquiry (NOI) seeking public comment on using existing electrical power lines to provide Internet and broadband data services to homes and offices.  BPL technology places modulated signals onto local power lines for the purpose of providing broadband Internet service to consumers.  This technology uses hi-order modulation systems like OFDM and could operate on frequencies as high as 80 MHz.

After reviewing the comments filed by other parties (submitted on July 7) NAB and MSTV told the Commission that even some of the BPL technology proponents acknowledge there is a serious potential for BPL to interfere with the reception of VHF television and other licensed services.  We pointed out that there is very little test data that has been submitted to the FCC and that they should collect more interference data before going any further with this matter.  A copy of the NAB/MSTV Reply Comments can be found on the FCC Web site at: 

http://gullfoss2.fcc.gov/prod/ecfs/retrieve.cgi?native_or_pdf=pdf&id_document=6514683321

More Countries Drop Morse Code Requirement
The ARRL Letter

Vol. 22, No. 33

August 22, 2003

Two more countries have joined the small, but growing, list of administrations that no longer require Amateur Radio applicants to pass a Morse code test to have access to HF.  Others have indicated they will do so soon.  Affected countries also have granted HF privileges to their amateurs who hold "no-code" VHF/UHF licenses.

Joining Switzerland, Belgium, the UK and Germany are Norway and the Netherlands.  Waiting in the wings are Austria and New Zealand.

The actions are in response to the World Radiocommunication Conference 2003 decision to delete the requirement to prove Morse code ability from the international Radio Regulations, leaving individual administrations to decide if they want to retain it or not.  The Norwegian Post and Telecommunication Authority http://www.npt.no/ reportedly has told the Norwegian Radio Relay League http://www.nrrl.no/ that the three former license classes - with LA, LB and LC call sign prefixes - were combined into one class on August 19.  Those holding LC call signs have been issued new LA-prefix call signs, and those holding LB-prefix call signs may apply for LA call signs if they wish.

The Netherlands Radiocommunications Agency <http://www.agentschaptelecom.nl/> announced this week that Morse proficiency will cease to be a requirement for HF access as of September 1.  The Netherlands' Class A and C licenses--which correspond to CEPT Classes 1 and 2 respectively--will enjoy the same privileges, although they'll retain their distinctive call sign prefixes for now.  The change does not affect the Class N license, which permits 2-meter and 70-cm operation only.  A letter to all amateurs was to go out this week to all hams in the Netherlands.

Information from Austria's IARU member-society, the Austrian Experimental Radio Transmitters Union (OeVSV) <http://www.oevsv.at/>, indicates that country will grant provisional HF access to all CEPT Class 2 licenses "sometime in September," pending formal changes.

New Zealand telecommunications authorities plan to remove the requirement for Morse competency from the General class syllabus as part of the next round of updates to that country's radiocommunications regulations.  The change is expected to go into effect later this year.

In the US, six unrelated petitioners have requested the FCC to delete the requirement that applicants pass the 5 WPM Element 1 Morse code test to gain HF access and make related changes in the Amateur Service rules (Part 97).  The FCC has not yet invited public comment on any of these petitions.--some information from RSGB, No-Code International and Kees Murre, PA2CHM

Roy Neal, K6DUE, SK

The ARRL Letter, Vol. 22, No. 32

August 15, 2003

Retired NBC News space correspondent, producer and executive Roy Neal, K6DUE, died August 15 in High Point, North Carolina.  He was 82.  Neal underwent major heart surgery August 12.

Recognized as a leading news expert in spaceflight and science, Neal—born Roy N. Hinkel--covered all of the Mercury missions for NBC and later reported the Gemini and Apollo missions and the early space shuttle flights. His space news experience led him to become involved with the Space Amateur Radio EXperiment (SAREX)--now the Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) program.  ARISS, a joint project of ARRL, AMSAT and NASA, put Amateur Radio aboard space shuttles and developed the first permanent ham station in space aboard the ISS.  Neal chaired the SAREX/ARISS Working Group and moderated ARISS international team gatherings and, quite often, school group contact teleconferences.  Earlier this year, he was inducted into the CQ Amateur Radio Hall of Fame for his role in persuading NASA officials to allow Amateur Radio operation from space in the 1980s.

Neal also was a regular visitor and sometime presenter at Hamvention.  He hosted the 1987 ARRL video production, New World Of Amateur Radio, an overview of ham radio in space.

A Pennsylvania native, Neal's career began at WIBG radio in Philadelphia.  He served as a combat infantry officer during World War II and later became a program manager for the Armed Forces Radio Network in Europe.  After the war, he was a television pioneer at WPTZ-TV in Philadelphia.  He subsequently set up NBC's West Coast news bureau.

An ARRL member and active amateur operator throughout his adult life, Neal enjoyed DXing, HF and VHF.  Survivors include his wife Pat and sons David and Mark.  Arrangements are pending.

Estate Sale

Conducted by Pete Curley, N1NVV

Email: superbeetle101@hotmail.com.

Item  




Condition 
Manual

Notes

TRANSCEIVERS:

Kenwood HF Transceiver  TS-140S 
VG 

Svc+Op 

Rec+XmitOK; Intermittent Mic cable

Kenwood HF Transceiver  TS-520S 
good 

Yes 

Rec Ok , No Xmit


ICOM  IC-2AT Transceiver 

good 

Yes 

needs new batteries

Heath HW8W Xcvr w/HWR7-1 PwrSup 
good 

Yes 

Xmit Ok , No Rec

RECEIVERS:

Hammarlund SP 600JX 


good 

on cd 

OK

BC 348-R 



fair 



Parts missing

BC-348-Q   



good 



OK

TRANSMITTERS: 


MT-283/ART-13  







untested

T-22/ARC-5 







parts missing

MISCELLANEOUS:

Antenna Coupler (homebrew) 


Astron   RS-20A  Power Supply 

VG 

schematic 
OK

Astatic D104 Microphone 


fair 

yes 

PTT Sw Brk,  Element Ok

Micronta 22-044 VOM 


good 

yes 

OK

Micronta 22-204 VOM 


VG 

yes 

OK

Simpson 260 VOM 


good 

yes 

OK

BC-221-AK Frequency meter   

good 

on cd 

untested

Sigma RF-2000 SWR /Power Meter 
good 



up to 200W

NLS MS-15 Miniscope 


good 

Yes 

functional

Logic Probe 
VG 






untested

Ten-Tec  Model 228 Antenna Tuner 
good 



untested

General Radio Type 1214A  Oscillator 
Poor 



Needs work

Skillman Speed Key 


good 



OK

Variac  V20   10A @125Vac 

VG 



OK

Ten-Tec RR50 Electronic Keyer 

VG 



untested

Knight P-2 SWR/Power Meter 

good 

on cd 

untested

Autek QF1A  SSB/CW Filter 

good 

on cd 

untested

MFJ 250 Versaload   Dummy Load 

good 



untested

Archer           18w Dummy Load 

good 



untested

Beckman DM73 Circuitmate 

good 



not functional

Beckman Tech 310 DMM 


good 

yes 

Only DC Volts functional

Eico  710 Grid Dip Meter 


good 

on cd 

OK  1 coil missing

RF Connectors 







Misc Uhf & N Conn

QST (1928-2000)

Misc LargeTransmitting Capacitors

Large Roller Inductor


Used

3   AkroMils Type Parts cabinets 

good 



Filled with hardware
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Joe Serilla, W1JOE

Vice-President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Roy Logan, KB1CYV

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0) 


440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  W1GMF-7 (Whitman)

DXCluster 
K1AJ, 145.690; PILGRM Node 145.730

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv



WARC Web page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo 
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf


Qsl via

www.eqsl.com

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com










