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Secretary’s Report

MARA MEETING, 10/18/05

President Carl Aveni, N1FY, called the meeting to order at 8:00 PM

Directors present: Carl N1FY, Roy KB1CYV 

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Secretary’s report was accepted as read in the newsletter

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer’s report was accepted as read. 

REPEATER TRUSTEES

Carl N1FY, Gil W1GMF, Lou N1UEC,

Bob N1EDM

The 147.180 repeater is working fine.

The 444.550 repeater was fixed and is now working fine.

NEW BUSINESS

Desktop Drill  Dec 12th
Details to follow later

OLD BUSINESS
Brockton Triathlon was supported by nine

persons from the club. It will likely become a yearly event.

At the Fall Frolic road race Oct 16

Bruce NI1x, Roy KB1CYV, Joe W1JOE,

Bob N1LCY, Bob N1EDM, Phil N1XTB, Loren N1IQI, Carl N1FY, Ed N1NTZ, Gary WA1CIM,

Gil W1GMF, were traffic controllers.

Christmas Party Dec 6th at the Fireside in Middleboro
Carl N1FY closed meeting at 8:25PM

Respectfully Submitted

Loren N1IQI
W1MV CALLSIGN
No call sign use in the past month.

Notes From The Field

The Christmas Party will be held at the Fireside Grill in Middleboro on December 6 at 7:00 P.M.

Entrée is a choice of Fireside Chicken, Baked Haddock or Marinated London Broil. 
Your cost $23.00 per person.
Please make all checks payable to  "MARA" 
Include your choice of entrée on the left hand corner of your check.

Send Checks to: 
MARA 
P.O. Box 428 
BRIDGEWATER MA 02324

 
Gil says:
PLEASE GET YOUR RESERVATIONS IN ASAP!!

He needs to have your check in hand no later than November 15th.


Remodeling of The Back Room is complete except for the floor.


Steve N1JFU  is moving back to W. Bridgewater from the wild wild west

The Desktop Drill for is scheduled for Monday, December 12, 2005 at 6:00pm. 

The MARA website has moved to: http://www.w1mv.org/ 
    

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter.  
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Thanks, 

Pete   N1NVV

AMATEUR  RADIO  EMERGENCY  SERVICE  (ARES)  UPDATE

Carl Aveni-N1FY – President of the Massasoit Amateur Radio Association has been named the Assistant Section Manager for Eastern Massachusetts for the ARRL. Congratulations Carl!

Among other duties, Carl is the RACES Communication Officer for the Town of Bridgewater as part of the Town of Bridgewater Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant evacuation plan.  The Town of Bridgewater along with The City of Taunton and the Town of Braintree are designated host communities in the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant evacuation plan.
                    

Carl is also the ARES District Emergency Coordinator for South Shore Operations and is the Director of the ARES Eastern Mass. Emergency Communication Command Center.

On dark and stormy nights, Carl can be heard active in Skywarn as one of the local Net Control Operators on the Bridgewater repeater or as one of the Net Control Operators operating from the National Weather Taunton Skywarn HAM radio desk --and yes he does have a day job ---where he is usually monitoring the Bridgewater repeater.  

 
ARRL 2005 Frequency Measuring Test set for November 17 UTC

Returning to the airwaves November 17 at 0245 UTC (Wednesday,

November 16 in US time zones), the 2005 ARRL Frequency Measuring

Test (FMT) once again will call on participants to measure the

frequency of an audio tone modulating the carrier.

''Measuring the tone frequency, as opposed to that of the carrier,

reinforces the understanding of the relationship between carrier

frequency and the actual components of a transmitted signal,''

Engineer and ARRL Contributing Editor Ward Silver, N0AX, says in

''Tune In the 2005 Frequency Measuring Test,'' in November QST (p 54),

www.arrl.org/w1aw/fmt/2005/05fmtsilver.pdf. ''With the carrier

largely suppressed for SSB signals, only the sideband components

remain. A single modulating tone results in a single transmitted

component.'' But, Silver notes, the frequency of the absent carrier

is what the operator sees on the radio's display.

The FMT signals will emanate from Maxim Memorial Station W1AW this

year on 160, 80 and 40 meters. The 20-meter transmission has been

dropped for 2005 because of the generally poor conditions during

evening hours on that band. The frequencies will be 1855, 3990 and

7290 kHz, and all transmissions will be on lower sideband (LSB). The

FMT will replace the W1AW phone bulletin normally transmitted at

0245 UTC on November 17 (November 16 in US time zones).

Participants may utilize either direct or indirect techniques to

determine the tone frequency. ''Direct measurements assume a carrier

frequency and measure the audio tone frequency directly,'' Silver

explains. ''Indirect measurements obtain the transmitted frequency of

the tone component at RF, then compute the difference between the

published carrier frequency and measured frequency.''

Silver advises that since the W1AW exciters are independent units

and not fed with a single local oscillator, participants can expect

the measured tone frequency to differ slightly on each band.

The test itself will consist of three 60-second tone transmissions

on each band, followed by a station identification. The whole test

will run for about 15 minutes and will end with a station ID.

Submitted reports should include the time of reception and the tone

frequency. Those using an indirect measurement method should show

how they calculated the tone frequency. Participants also should

include name, call sign and location in their reports, and they may

submit separate reports for each band. A Certificate of

Participation is available to all entrants.

Those entrants coming closest to the measured frequency as

determined by the ARRL Laboratory will be listed in the test report

and will also receive special recognition on their certificate.

Entries must be received via e-mail <fmt@arrl.org> or postmarked

by December 16, 2005. Send hard-copy entries to W1AW/FMT, 225 Main

St, Newington, CT 06111.
"TOP BAND DRAGON'S FIRE" SIGNAL BLANKETING 160 METERS IN ASIA

The IARU Monitoring System (IARUMS) says radio amateurs in Japan and

elsewhere in Asia and Oceania are reporting an unidentified intruder signal

on 160 meters. In Japan, the wideband signal, which IARU Region 2 Monitoring

System Coordinator Bill Zellers, WA4FKI, has dubbed "Top Band Dragon's

Fire," reportedly began transmitting continuously about October 1,

blanketing 160 meters and rendering it useless for Amateur Radio work in

some places.

"The intruder is detectable from approximately 1700 kHz up to about 1930

kHz," said one report, likening the sound to "a diesel motor with a ticking

sound at a constant rate which is evenly spread across the band." The signal

has been heard in the US Northwest at about 1830 kHz on a north-pointing

Beverage. Reports also have arrived from New England.

First heard as long ago as December 2004, the signal turns up at different

times at different locations, reports indicate. In some cases, it's only

during so-called "gray line" propagation, while others hear the signal 24/7.

Near Perth, Australia, the intruder was heard slowly rising out the noise

floor about a half-hour after sunset, increasing to around S7 and remaining

long into the night. Amateurs in Singapore report that the signal recently

shifted from wideband noise to a pulsed signal. 

Veteran Top Band DXer Tom Rauch, W8JI, in Georgia says he can "just detect a

noise floor increase some mornings," but was unable to identify an actual

signal. 

Forward reports, accompanied by sound recordings if available, to Chuck

Skolaut, K0BOG <cskolaut@arrl.org>, at ARRL Headquarters.

DX Events

UGANDA, 5X.  Vlad, UA4WHX is QRV as 5X1VB.  Of late he has been

active on 40 and 30 meters using CW and on 20, 15 and 12 meters

using SSB.  His length of stay is unknown.  QSL to home call.

SENEGAL, 6W.  Dimitri is QRV as 6W1SA and has been active on 30

meters around 2230z.  QSL via F4BIT.

ZAMBIA, 9J.  Brian, 9J2BO is normally active on 80 meters using CW

around 0330z.  QSL via G3TEV.

KUWAIT, 9K.  Kees, PA5CW is QRV as 9K2/PA5CW until November 30.

Activity is on all bands using CW.  QSL to home call.

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, A6.  Witek, SP9MRO will be QRV as A61/SP9MRO

from Dubai from November 15 to 26.  Activity will be on 20, 15 and

10 meters.  He may also be active from the university station A61AX.

QSL to home call.

SAINT MARTIN, FS.  Jean, F5AHO is QRV as FS/F5AHO from the main

Saint Martin island, IOTA NA-105, until November 13.  Activity is on

20 and 17 meters using SSB.  QSL to home call.

SWITZERLAND, HB.  Yves, HB9AOF and other will be QRV as HE1G from

Paquis Lighthouse, ARLHS SWI-001, on Lake Geneva from November 12

and 13.  Activity will be mainly on 40 and 20 meters.  QSL via

HB9AOF.

PALMYRA AND JARVIS ISLANDS, KH5.  Kimo, KH7U and Mike, KH6ND are QRV

as KH7U/5 and KH6ND/5, respectively, until November 19.  Activity is

on 80 to 10 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY.  The operating times are

limited to their late afternoons and evenings given they are doing

work for the Nature Conservancy group.  QSL KH7U/5 via AH6NF and

KH6ND/5 via K2PF.

MALYJ VYSOTSKIJ ISLAND, R1MV.  A multi-national team of amateurs

will be QRV as R1MVW from November 15 to 28.  This includes being

active as R1MVC in the upcoming CQ WW CW contest.  Activity will be

on 160 to 10 meters, including some VHF Meteor-Scatter activity

during the Leonids Meteor showers.  QSL direct to DK4VW.

SEYCHELLES, S7.  Denise, F6HWU is QRV as S79WU from Praslin Island,

IOTA AF-024, until December 2.  She will be using mostly CW.  QSL

direct to home call.

ANTARCTICA.  Paul, VK2JLX is located at Davis Station and is here

while working with ANARE through December 2006.  He will be QRV as

VK0JLX generally on 80, 30 and 20 meters.  Graham, VK0AG is also

active.  QSL via operators' instructions.

COCOS-KEELING ISLAND, VK9C.  Charlie, W0YG is QRV as VK9CG until

November 21.  He is active mostly on 160 and 80 meters, with some

low band CW and RTTY as well.  Charlie will soon be joined by Burt,

W0MY.  QSL direct via W0YG.

NORFOLK ISLAND, VK9N.  Jim, VK9NS is generally QRV on 80 meters and

has been active around 1800z.  QSL direct.  Meanwhile, Ron is QRV as

VK9ANA and has been active on 40 meters around 0730z.  He also hopes

to be active on 80 and 30 meters.  QSL via ZL1TW.

MEXICO, XE.  Christian, DL6KAC is QRV as XE1/DL6KAC until February

2006.  He is active on 80 to 10 meters using SSB, RTTY and PSK31

generally during the weekends.  QSL to home call.

NICARAGUA, YN.  Mike, K9AJ and Bruce, KD6WW plan to be QRV as

H79W/YN4 from the Caribbean Sea Coast North Group, which is a new

IOTA, from November 16 to 18.  QSL via K9AJ.

ZIMBABWE, Z2.  Dudley, Z22JE has been active using PSK31 on 20

meters around 1800 to 1830z.  QSL via operator's instructions.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The ARRL EME Contest, The Worked All

Europe RTTY Contest, Japan International DX Phone Contest, OK/OM DX

CW Contest, SARL Field Day Contest and the CQ WE (Western Electric)

contest are all scheduled for this weekend.  Please see November

QST, page 103, and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest websites for details.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL
New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  ***  dates  *** 2005-2006 

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*************************************************************************************************************

November  2005                                                    

Contact          Source

*************************************************************************************************************

12 Nov E Falmouth MA FARA @KoC $3@9 $9/S@7          
Jim WA1GPO 508 548 6405 F

19,20 Nov Watertown MA Photographica ~photo~            
Ed Shaw 617 965 0807  +

3 Dec Windsor CT VintgeR Museum @8AM @115 Pierson Ln       John 860 673 0518 W

2006
----------------------------------------------------------------------

18 Feb Marlborough MA AARC @IntermSch $20/T@7 $5@9   
Ann KA1PON 508 481 4988 F+

25 Feb Milton VT RANV @HS $5@8AM $10@6:30            
Mitch W1SJ 802 879 6589 T

18 Mar Pomfret CT ECARA @CommSch Rt101+169 $2@8 $10/TPaul KE1LI 860 928 2456 T

25 Mar Lewiston ME AARC @Ramada $8/T $5@8           
Rick N1WFO 207 740 1266 W+

26 Mar Framingham MA FARA                           

Kevin W1MEX 508 653 2863  +

16 Apr Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

5,6 May Hopkinton NH HossTraders @FG x7 I89           

Joe K1RQG 207 469 3492 T+

21 May Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  +

2-4 June Rochester NY RARA @FG                      

Harold K2HC 585 424 7184 A+

10-11 June Newington CT NARL @HS  $20/T@5 $8@8:45     
Dan K3UFG 860 206 3379 T+

18 June Cambridge MA         FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  +

20 Aug Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  +

25-27 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Conv @HI              
Mike K1TWF 978 250 1236 A

9 Sept BallstonSpa NY SCRACES fri6P $5+5/T+15cmp  
Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385  

16 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct 
Rick K1KYI 401 725 7507  +
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Call sign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY 

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)
440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/    
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.com
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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