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Secretary’s Report

By Barry – N1EZH for Roy - KB1CYV

Meeting began at 2001

Trustee Report by Carl – N1FY:

2 Meter Repeater - is working as well as can be expected.  We are waiting for the proper Safety Harnesses to arrive in order to climb safely to work on the Antenna.  The Money needed to purchase the harnesses were approved by the B.O.D.

440 Repeater -  Went down a few weeks ago. Gil – W1GMF brought it to the shop and got the problem corrected.  It is now up and running again.  Thanks Gil!

SKYWARN/ARES by Carl – N1FY:

NE Cable Network News spent an hour with Carl Aveni & Herb Lemmon and made a video of the interview.  Carl will check into getting a copy for a future club meeting. 

May 7, 7 – 9:00 PM Hurricane and SKYWARN Training workshop in New Bedford.  The Hurricane Hunter plane will be there during the day, and Tours given.  If more than 3 years have gone by since you last attended SKYWARN Training, some things have changed and you will want to become re-certified.

New Club Members:

We have 2 new Club members who were voted in to the club by the membership at large.  They are; Dennis Perry – KB1IUS and George Davis – KC1FZ.  Welcome to the Club!  

Communication:

We received a letter from Dave Clemons – K1VUT.  Dave said that due to the amount of time spent at work, and other challenges that he will be unable to continue his club membership at this time, or other Amateur Radio activities for now.  We hope this is only a temporary situation for you Dave, and hope to see you again as soon as possible.  Good luck to you and thanks from the club members.

Our Secretary Roy – KB1CYV is recovering from Plastic Surgery.  We wish you well and a quick recovery Roy! 

Field Day:

Field Day is approaching quickly (Last full weekend in June) and volunteers are needed to coordinate and set up if we as a Club will be having a Field Day this year.  Please contact one of our Club Officers if you are interested in being a part of Field Day this year

Nominations for Club Officers:

Nominations for the coming year elected Officers are open until the May meeting.  Please contact one of our present Club Officers, or bring up at our May meeting if you have a nominee in mind:  At present the Nominees for next year are:

President:  Joe – W1JOE

Vice President: John – N1PRK

Secretary: Roy – KB1CYV & Barry – N1EZH  (Unable to accept this year due to Financial & Family Health Issues)

Treasurer: Gil – W1GMF

Packet BBS – Gil W1GMF:

There are Packet BBS communications from East to West coverage with connections now through Western Mass and into Connecticut.  A new BBS is set up in Western Mass with coverage into Connecticut.  wORK is also being done in Sandwich on Cape Cod and in Barnstead New Hampshire.

USS Salem:

The Salem is looking for a few good men and women to help with their Amateur Radio programs there.  They are very involved with the Boy & Girl Scout Troops and need your help if some of these programs are to continue.  They have an ILP Link, Code, & Phone sessions of about a half an hour each from 3 – 6 PM on Saturdays in Quincy.

Marconi International Event:

On April 25 & 26 the International Marconi Event will take place from Eastham at KM1CC from approximately 7 PM (Local) Fri April 25 to 7 PM Sat April 26.

There were 25 Members & Guests present at our meeting.

Meeting Adjourned at 2038.

Respectfully Submitted by Barry – N1EZH

WBZ and Carl Rey, N1EVT

At the March meeting, Carl Rey, N1EVT, was able to take a break from his busy schedule and make a meeting.  For those of you who don’t know, Carl is chief engineer for WBZ.  While he was at the meeting, he gave a talk on some of the history and background of WBZ-TV and radio, and shared that with us.  Carl had a 9-page flyer with WBZ’s historical events on it.

You might also remember that WBZ Radio advertises itself as having “50,000 watts”.  Did you ever wonder what kind of a tube puts out 50 KW?  Carl had an old one with him to give us an idea.  Here it is. 


And, that look on Roy’s face says “How can I hook this up to my HF rig?”

Some of he important facts that Carl shared with us in his fact sheets were:

· The license application was requested in March, 1944.  Finally granted in August 1946.

· December 1947 – there are an estimated 100 TV sets in all of Boston.

· May 1948 – first test pattern appears at 5:42PM

· June 9, 1948.  Stores selling TV’s promise to stay open late.  WBZ on the air at 10:00AM with test patterns.  At 6:15PM, Arch MacDonald does WBZ-TV’s first newscast, but due to last minute construction holdups, he has to do it sitting on a wooden crate while sitting behind a desk.  His chair hadn’t arrived yet.

· June 1948 – the first televised baseball game.  Boston Braves vs Chicago Cubs.  Jim Britt was the announcer.

· August 1948 – first televised weather report by a professional meteorologist, MIT Professer Janes Austin does the show “Weather or Not”.

· September 1948.  WBZ expands operations to 7-days a week 

· November 1948.  There are now 37,000 TV sets in Boston, compared to only 100 a year ago.

· February, 1949.  WBZ pioneers a lady TV show host for shows that go beyond woman themed shows.  Ruth Ley hosts “All About People”

· December 1949 – there are now 213,000 TV sets in Boston

Free Antenna Tower

By Barry, N1EZH

I have a 29' tower (I have 2 sections together about 20' (1-15', 1-5') partially painted, and another 10' section unpainted.  Originally I had planned to put it up at our house, but now we are selling the house, and I won't be able to use it where we are going

So I thought maybe one of our club members would be interested.  They would have to pick it up themselves (once I take the 2 sections apart that are together now!).  I hope someone will be interested as I would not want to have to dispose of it another way.  Maybe the club could even use it for Field Day?  Just a thought.

Thanks,  Barry, N1EZH

WARC Flea Market

The Whitman Club will be holding its semi-Annual Memorial Day weekend Flea Market in Saftler's Parking lot on Sunday May 25th and Monday Memorial Day the 26th.

Make it a point to drop on by and see all your ham friends and make a QSO or two on the radio.

Hope to see you there.

Museum Ships on the Air

The shipyard where the USS Salem is located has not renewed the lease scheduled to expire in June.  Therefore this year the Museum Ship Event will be sponsored by the USS Cassin Young in Boston harbor.  The USS Salem will however take part if the ship is still in Quincy on the event date.  The event will take place on July 19th and 20th.  July 19th 0001Z through 2359Z July 20th.

You should also know that callsign W2SUB is available for anyone who wants to work as part of this event.  Contact Bob, N1EDM at n1edm@attbi.com to let him know that you’re interested.

For more information on MSOTA, go to: http://www.qsl.net/ww2dd/index.html.

K1RMC's email is K1rmc@aol.com.

[late news Flash – the lease for the USS Salem has been extended till December 2003 by the MWRA].

Battleship New Jersey Special Event

Contributed by Harry Bryant, AA2WN 

The Battleship New Jersey Amateur Radio Station is pleased to announce operations during a "Special Event" celebrating the 60th Anniversary of our ship's commissioning, from 1400Z on 24 May to 0200Z on 25 May 2003 (the actual commissioning was May 23, 1943).  Operating frequencies are posted on our web at www.qsl.net/bb62.  Any amateur who works NJ2BB during the Special Event may obtain a special Certificate commemorating the 60th Anniversary by sending a full-sized SASE to our QSL manager KB2BRR.  The certificate will be signed by a member of the original radio room team and plank owner of BB62!  Donations to help defray costs are always appreciated. 

This past weekend we where on-the-air for the first time using a Navy transmitter.  As Dave WA2TVS our Chief Engineer put it "On-the-air, all Navy, all battleship!" The first contact was with Jim W0OOG/5 during the Saturday SubVets Net on 14.243MHz.  Our newly emanating AN/URT-23 is the same as the HF transmitters in use when the ship was decommissioned the last time.  It is capable of 1.5Kw on CW, AM, SSB, ISB and FSK.  We plan to have it operational during the above mentioned Special Event as well as during the Museum Ships Weekend Event.

Best 73 and hope to work all of you!

Harry Bryant, AA2WN

President BNJARS - NJ2BB

Miss Piggy visits New Bedford

Here’s a photo of Miss Piggy (by Don Tanguay, N1DT) taken when she visited the New Bedford airport earlier this month.  Miss Piggy is a Lockheed 

WP-3D Hurricane Hunter and is only one of two specially built airplanes like it in the world.  Built for NOAA, it’s based on a US Navy P-3C Orion Patrol plane airframe. There are only two “D” Variants according to the crew.

According to decals on the side of the fuselage, she has flown through 63 hurricanes, and visited 36 countries.

Skywarn Training Schedule

· Monday, 05/19/2003 7-10PM at the Nashua City Hall, 229 Main Street, Nashua, NH

· Saturday, 05/31/2003 Noon-3PM at the Manchester Masonic Hall, 585 Washington Street Route 117, Coventry, RI

· Tuesday, 06/10/2003 6:30-9:30PM at the Nantucket Fire Department EOC, 131 Lower Pleasant Street, Nantucket, MA

Telephone Number Maps at -Google

Contributed by Bob Loring, K1REL

[While not ham radio related, this could be of interest to you….]

You might be interested in a feature available from the Google Search engine.  Type a telephone number into Google's search bar, click the Search button, and a MapQuest map page will come up showing the phone’s location.

This allows any person who wants to know to find the physical location of a phone number, be it a home or business address.  This feature could be used to locate a physical street address, and receive explicit directions on how to get there from anywhere in the country.

Go to the web site at http://www.google.com/.  Type in your phone number (or any phone number) and see what pops up.  Enter your full telephone number separated by dashes(e.g., 555-123-4567).  By the way, if you have an unlisted number you are probably not at risk, but you may want to pass this along.

To defeat this, Google has offered the following option.  If the number appears in the mapping database, an icon resembling a telephone will appear next to the first or second entry on the results page.  Clicking on this icon will take you to a page containing a description of the service, and a link to request your number be removed from the database.

Ham Radio from the Moon
The ARRL Letter

Vol. 22, No. 18. May 2, 2003

NASA Expedition 6 International Space Station Science Officer Don Pettit, KD5MDT, has suggested that NASA should consider setting up lunar bases in the future as a stepping stone to expand mankind's exploration of the universe.  The comment came in response to a student's question during an Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) school group contact. Several students at Cowichan Secondary School in Duncan, British Columbia, Canada, had the opportunity to quiz Pettit about life in space via Amateur Radio on April 21. The QSO between VE7CVA and NA1SS was the last for members of the Expedition 6 crew of Pettit, Commander Ken Bowersox, KD5JBP, and Nikolai Budarin, RV3FB, who head back to Earth this weekend (see <http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2003/04/28/1/>).

"I hope the next step for manned space exploration will be to go away from the planet Earth for a while instead of just going in circles around the planet," Pettit said. Setting up bases on the moon and learning how to operate at that distance from Earth, he said, would represent "a logical next step" in space exploration. "When you have your technology down, then you can go off to Mars and try doing a little exploration there," he added.  Pettit remarked that his five months aboard the ISS have been "an amazing experience" and "really quite enjoyable."

A couple of the Cowichan students wanted to know about sleeping in space.  Pettit said he does dream in space.  "When I initially started dreaming, I would dream about walking places," he said. "Now, though, I starting to have dreams when I'm on space station and not on Earth and I'm flying everywhere in my dreams."  He explained to another youngster that the ISS crew members take their cues about when to sleep from their bodies, not from periods of light and dark.  As the ISS orbits Earth, the sun "rises" and "sets" 16 times a day, he pointed out.

A dozen students in grades six through twelve took part in the contact as 150 members of the public and news media representatives looked on.  The students were selected from schools throughout the region based upon a poster and essay competition. Members of the Cowichan Valley Amateur Radio Society assisted in setting up for the contact. Dale Jones, VE7DDK, was the control operator.

On April 16, Budarin spoke with youngsters in his home country of Russia during two ARISS contacts with students in Tver--located some 150 km fromMoscow.  According to Sergei Samburov, RV3DR--who heads Russia's ARISS efforts--a selection of students from 53 schools were picked to ask their questions.  The contacts--made on successive orbits--went well, according to Samburov.  Between the contacts, he and cosmonaut Sergei Treschev, RZ3FU, answered students' questions and talked about life in space.

ARISS school group contacts are off limits for the next few weeks due to the crew change. The Expedition 7 team of Cosmonaut Yuri Malenchenko, RK3DUP, and veteran NASA astronaut Ed Lu, KC5WKJ, arrived aboard the ISS on April 28, and Lu will take over as NASA ISS Science Officer.

ARISS is an international project with participation by ARRL, NASA and AMSAT. For more information, visit the ARISS Web site <http://www.rac.ca/ariss/>.










