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From The Desktop of the President

Howdy All,

Didn't I tell you last month that Spring was coming?  Well it’s here and the flowers and trees are in bloom and they are so beautiful.  After a long cold winter, it’s certainly welcome.

Also with Spring comes our club's new year.  That’s right folks.  It is time to vote in some new blood into the organization.  At the May meeting we will be voting on the following slate: President: Joe W1JOE, Vice President: John N1PRK, Secretary: Roy KB1CYV, Treasurer: Gil W1GMF

I hope these people will meet with your acceptance, and that they will lead us through another prosperous year.

I would like to personally thank the officers who have served for this past year for all their help and understanding and dedication to the club.  Without them it would not have been so much fun.  I would also like to thank all the people that stood in the wings and did those backup jobs.  Without their help the club would not have survived and their help is greatly appreciated and I know they will be there for another year.

I would also like to thank the members and non-members that come out each month to the meetings and support all our activities.

Last week Jay N1FDX installed the air conditioning at the repeater site so now our two repeaters will be able to enjoy a COOL summer and be protected from the damaging high temperatures that develop inside that aluminum tin can.

Many events are in the process for this next year for the enjoyment of the members and I know the help will be there to accomplish these events.

To all that can, I hope to see you at our General Meeting on May 21st.  Come and back up the new officers with your vote.

73 Gil W1GMF
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A MARA Minute

Minutes for April 2002

MEETING OPENED: 2000

DIRECTORS PRESENT: Bob N1EDM, John, N1PRK, Joe, W1JOE, and Gil, W1GMF.

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

Read and accepted

SECRETARY REPORT: Joe W1JOE

Accepted as written in news letter

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

All is working well.  The existing repeater antenna is very old.  Jay has been researching a new one and some of the likely candidates are to get another Austin antenna, or go back to a Station Master antenna.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FYZ

Nothing new on the club callsign.  No QSL's received.

SKYWARN/ARES REPORT: Carl N1FYZ

We have a Skywarn training session coming up on May 22 at 7:00PM.  It will be held at the VA hospital.  The ARES drill was two weeks ago.  The 23rd of April will be [was] the dress rehearsal for the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant.

FOX HUNTING REPORT: Gil W1GMF

OLD BUSINESS: Field Day: We have told the YMCA that we won't be using the field this year but would be using it next year.  Thanks to the YMCA for the accommodations.  Gil is looking for a low priced Air conditioner for the repeater site.  All Dues must be paid up if you plan to vote in next election. 

NEW BUSINESS:

Nominations were made final.

The slate is Joe W1JOE as President, John, N1PRK as Vice President, Gil, W1GMF as Treasurer and Roy, KB1CYV as secretary.  Please turn out to vote.

SECRETARYS NOTE It is my sad duty to report the passing of Bruce Beaman K1HTN's mother.  Our Prayers are with Bruce and his family.  Meeting closed at 2130.

Respectively Submitted

W1JOE JOE, Secretary

Carl’s Calendar

By Carl Aveni, N1FY

May will be a busy month for us, at least on one particular day; May 22nd, we have two major training events.  During the day (somewhere between 8:30 am and 9:00 am starting time) we will have the formal FEMA graded exercise for the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant.  This year we are being asked to help out the Taunton EOC as well, since they are in dire straits for ham radio operators.  We have two members who have volunteered to help them (N1EZH and N1PRK).  I have talked with the coordinator from PNP and they feel it would be beneficial if we had a third radio operator to help out.  Any volunteers?

The second event will be on the same day (May 22), but later that evening.  The Skywarn training session will be held at the VA Medical Center, 940 Belmont St. Brockton in the Psychiatry conference room, on the second floor of building # 5.  Look for the signs I will have around the campus.  There is ample parking behind the building.  Doors will open at 6:30 and the session will begin at 7:00pm.

Practice Drill with Bridgewater

 Eight (8) out of the nine (9) area amateur radio volunteers who responded to a call up by Carl Aveni N1FY for a practice drill with the Town of Bridgewater are shown in the attached picture taken in the Bridgewater Emergency Operations Center (EOC) Radio Room.  Sitting L. to R. is Carl Aveni N1FY, Bruce Hayden NI1X, Gill Follett W1GMF and Roy Logan KB1CYV.  Seen standing L. to R. Allan Cox K2VQH of Marshfield, Harry Ketler W1DGD, John Wittey N1PRK, and Peter Curley, N1NVV of Plymouth.  Present but not shown was Joe Serrilla W1JOE.

This training exercise by the Town of Bridgewater is part of the Federal requirement that all nuclear power plants plan for an “Unusual Event” that could lead to the evacuation of the Town, including students in school (during normal class hours) and residents in close proximity to the nuclear plant in Plymouth.  All the neighboring Towns along with the Mass. Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) headquarters in Framingham were participating.  Bridgewater has been designated a “Host” Town in the event of an evacuation and Plymouth area students would be brought to “Host” schools in Bridgewater where they would be reunited with their parents.  Cars leaving Plymouth would be directed through Bridgewater and would stop at the reception center set up at the Gym at the State College.  Empty busses and ambulances would be held at staging areas such as St. Thomas Aquinas parking lot. 

Operations commenced on Tuesday April 23rd when Herb Lemon KC1ZW notified Carl N1FY of an “Unusual Event” (the lowest level of alert notification) at the power plant.  Carl N1FY notified The Emergency Response Team, a core group of trained amateurs who have been issued security badges by the Town of Bridgewater, who were sent to the Emergency Operations Center in Bridgewater while the rest of the MARA members were placed on standby.  Carl N1FY was designated as the Communication Officer and all the rest of the amateur radio volunteers were designated as Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) operators. 

In this scenario, as the day progressed, the situation at the plant slowly deteriorated and each of the radio operators performed tasks as outlined in the protocols for each of the different levels of the emergency.  The highest level, “General Emergency”, necessitates the “full activation” of all resources (at least on paper).  This includes the simulated sending of radio operators to the reception center at the Bridgewater State College Gym area and to the Staging Area at St Thomas Aquinas church parking lot.  Messages were sent by way of amateur radio, dedicated phone lines, and Fax machines.

When the controllers at the power plant felt that everything had gone as well as it could they sent out a message that the plant was restabilizing and then terminated the exercise in mid afternoon.  Carl N1FY reports that we get to do this drill all over again on May 22nd, when the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will come in and grades us on our performance. 

WARC Flea Market

Don’t forget that the Whitman ARC Flea Market is going to be running this Memorial Day weekend, on Sunday & Monday, May 26-27.  Drop by, work some stations (NI1X always has a station going there) and look over the good bargains at the flea.  See you there!

Boxboro Convention

[from New England Division newsletter]

The ARRL New England Convention is coming up this summer!  Reserve August 23-25 now.  There will be fleamarkets, forums, exhibits, and even some in depth short courses.  Follow the website, http://www.boxboro.org for details, or contact the convention chairman, Mike Raisbeck, K1TWF at k1twf@boxboro.org.

[Editors note: for those of you who haven’t been there, just going to the Boxboro forums is worth the price of admission.  The flea market is substantial, and the vendors’ exhibits have lots of great bargains.

Bridgewater YMCA Help.

By Roy Logan, KB1CYV.  

[Editors Note: Roy received this message via email and passed it along to us for the newsletter.  Thanks, Roy!]  

I had a call today from Susan at the Middleboro YMCA (508-947-1390) asking for our help again this year with 2 special events that we worked last year.  These events are as follows:

Saturday, June 1st

5K walk that is held around the country.

Time: approx. 9:00-11:00

Sunday, July 14th

Triathlon

Time: approx. 8:00-12:00

I told her that we just had our club meeting last night and that someone would get back to her. 

Repeater Rx Experiment

By Bob, N1EDM.  You’ve probably already heard the scuttlebutt that the club is planning to replace the existing repeater antenna with a new one.  Jay and company are doing their research to get the best antenna for the tower.

I’d like to propose a simple little experiment for the club to participate in.  It’s nothing exotic – it just involves using a paper and pencil while you are already on the repeater.  Please listen in on the repeater antenna now, before the new antenna is up.  Make notes of the signal strength, whether it was day or night, etc.  

Then, once the new antenna is in place, go back to taking the same types of readings and compare them.  For those folks nearby the antenna, the numbers will probably not change much. Mobile stations will also be able to help out too.  I’m counting on the folks in the fringe areas being the ones to give us some meaningful data.  Give it a try!!

K1RB @ Marshfield Fair

Bob Burns, K1RB, does a lot of work at the Marshfield Fair.  This year, Bob has arranged to have a nice Ham Radio station to showcase Amateur Radio.  Bob could use some operators to man the station during the Fair’s run.

If you would like to drop by and work the station (Bob could sure use the operators), please drop him a line (K1RB@arrl.net) and let him know that you are available.  Thanks.

FCC proposes two new amateur bands!

ARLB028

Good news for ham radio this week!  FCC has proposed going along with ARRL's request for a new domestic (US-only), secondary HF allocation at 5.25 to 5.4 MHz.  The FCC also is ready to permit operation on a 136-kHz ''sliver band'' in the low-frequency (LF) region.  And, in response to a third ARRL request, the FCC has proposed elevating Amateur Radio to primary status at 2400 to 2402 MHz.

''I'm just as tickled as I can be,'' ARRL President Jim Haynie, W5JBP, said upon hearing the news.  ''This is a classic example of our ARRL at work.''

The FCC voted unanimously May 2 to adopt the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in ET Docket 02-98.  The Commission released a Public Notice May 9, and the NPRM is expected to be released soon.  A comment deadline will be announced as soon as it's available.

The FCC said the new 5-MHz band would help amateurs ''better match their choice of frequency to existing propagation conditions.''  The band, if approved, would be the first new amateur HF allocation since World Administrative Radio Conference 1979 gave amateurs 30, 17 and 12 meters--the so-called ''WARC Bands.''  Assuming the 5-MHz band eventually is authorized, it could be a few years before it actually becomes available.

The ARRL said its successful WA2XSY experiments demonstrated that amateurs can coexist with current users and that the band is very suitable for US-to-Caribbean paths.  In comparisons with 80 and 40 meters, the WA2XSY operation also showed the 60-meter band to be the most reliable of the three.  The ARRL also argued that a new 150-kHz allocation at 5 MHz could relieve periodic overcrowding on 80 and 40.

If allocated to amateurs on a secondary basis, hams would have to avoid interfering with--and accept interference from—current occupants of the spectrum, as they already do on 30 meters.  The band 5.250 to 5.450 MHz now is allocated to Fixed and Mobile services on a co-primary basis in all three ITU regions.

The ARRL asked the FCC for two LF allocations in October 1998--135.7 to 137.8 kHz and 160 to 190 kHz.  The FCC said its action on one part of that LF request proposes changes that would enhance the ability of amateur radio operators to conduct technical experiments, including propagation and antenna design experiments, in the 'low frequency' (LF) range of the radio spectrum.''

Several countries in Europe and elsewhere already have 136-kHz amateur allocations.  The first amateur transatlantic contact on the band was recorded in February 2001.

Hams would be secondary to the Fixed and Maritime Mobile services in the 136-kHz allocation.  The League said its engineering surveys suggest that hams could operate without causing problems to power line carrier (PLC) systems already active in that vicinity or to government assignments.  Unallocated Part 15 PLC systems are used by electric utilities to send control signals, data and voice.

The FCC said its proposal to upgrade the Amateur Service allocation at 2400 to 2402 MHz to primary ''seeks to protect current amateur use of this band.''  Hams have shared their other 2.4 GHz spectrum on a secondary basis with government users.

Amateurs already are primary at 2390 to 2400 and from 2402 to 2417 MHz.  The ARRL has said primary status in the intervening spectrum slice was needed ''to provide some assurances of future occupancy of the band segments for the next generation of amateur satellites.''

The ARRL has expressed its belief that hams can continue to accommodate Part 15 and Part 18 devices at 2.4 GHz.

Brain Teasers

1. A murderer is condemned to death. He has to choose between three rooms. The first is full of raging fires, the second is full of assassins with loaded guns, and the third is full of lions that haven't eaten in 3 years.  Which room is safest for him?

2. A woman shoots her husband. Then she holds him under water for over 5 minutes.  Finally, she hangs him.  But 5 minutes later they both go out together and enjoy a wonderful dinner together. How can this be?

3. There are two plastic jugs filled with water. How could you put all of this water into a barrel, without using the jugs or any dividers, and still tell which water came from which jug?

4. What is black when you buy it, red when you use it, and gray when you throw it away?

5. Can you name three consecutive days without using the words Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, or Sunday?

6. This is an unusual paragraph.  I'm curious how quickly you can find out what is so unusual about it?  It looks so plain you would think nothing was wrong with it!  In fact, nothing is wrong with it!  It is unusual though.  Study it, and think about it, but you still may not find anything odd.  But if you work at it a bit, you might find out!  Try to do so without any coaching!

Answers below (after you figure them out!)

ANSWERS------------

1. The third. Lions that haven't eaten in three years are dead.

2. The woman was a photographer. She shot a picture of her husband, developed it, and hung it up to dry.

3. Freeze them first. Take them out of the jugs and put the ice in the barrel.  You will be able to tell which water came from which jug.

4. The answer is Charcoal. In Homer Simpson's words: hmmmm... Barbecue.

5. Sure you can: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow!

6. The letter "e", which is the most common letter in the English language, does not appear once in the long paragraph.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Vice-President: Bob Mandeville, N1EDM

Treasurer: John Wittey, N1PRK

Secretary: Joe Serrilla, W1JOE

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0) 


440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  W1GMF-7 (Whitman)

DXCluster 
K1AJ, 145.690; PILGRM Node 145.730

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv



WARC Web page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf


Qsl via

www.eqsl.com

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com
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