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Founded February 6, 1962

June 2006

Volume 45 Issue 06

Secretary’s Report

MARA MEETING, 05/16/06

Carl N1FY opened the meeting at 8:00PM

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Secretary’s report was accepted as read

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer’s report was accepted as read

REPEATER TRUSTEES Carl N1FY, Gil W1GMF, Lou N1UEC, and Bob N1EDM

REPEATERS

147.180 and 444.550 running fine with backup of 449.275 with PL 105.5 doing great.

OLD BUSINESS

June 3-Camp Yomechas  road race starts at 9:00am be at the camp at 8:00am for deployment.

NEW BUSINESS

APRS up and running as W1MV-15

June 5th  Hurricane Drill

Field Day is at the EOC this year

NEW MEMBER 

WA1AOH was accepted back into

the fold.

Carl N1FY closed the meeting at 9:24PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Loren N1IQI

Notes From The Field

The annual election of Officers was held at MARA’s May 16th meeting. The current officers were nominated and elected for an additional 1year term.

 All members involved with ARES or RACES are urged to take courses on ICS (Incident Command System). These are available online at 
" 

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMIweb/IS/crslist.asp  



In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NV V

MARA Members supporting the Camp Yomechas YMCA 5K Race

[image: image2.jpg]



2006 Hurricane Season Officially Under Way

Scientists within the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

predict an 80-percent chance of an above-normal 2006 north Atlantic

hurricane/tropical storm season, which runs from June 1 through November 30.

A repeat performance of the devastating 2005 season is unlikely, however.

Weather experts at NOAA's Climate Prediction Center, National Hurricane

Center and Climate Prediction Center produced this year's outlook

<http://www.cpc.noaa.gov/products/outlooks/hurricane.shtml>. 

"For the 2006 north Atlantic hurricane season NOAA is predicting 13 to 16

named storms, with eight to 10 becoming hurricanes, of which four to six

could become 'major' hurricanes of Category 3 strength or higher," says NOAA

Administrator Conrad Lautenbacher.

The Hurricane Watch Net (HWN) <http://www.hwn.org> activates on 14.325 MHz

when major tropical storms threaten the US. It works in concert with WX4NHC

<http://www.wx4nhc.org> at the National Hurricane Center to relay real-time

ground-level weather data to forecasters.

On average, the north Atlantic hurricane season produces 11 named storms,

with six becoming hurricanes, including two major hurricanes. In 2005, the

Atlantic hurricane season experienced a record 28 storms, including 15

hurricanes. Seven were "major," and a record four hurricanes hit the US. 

While NOAA is not forecasting a rerun of last year's season, the potential

for hurricanes to strike the US is "high," Lautenbacher said. 

The first named storm of the 2006 season was "Alberto." The name

"Katrina" has been removed from the list of storm names. 

Carl N1FY and Roy KB1CYV at the EOC Hurricane Drill on June 5
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FCC Directs Manassas BPL System To 
In two strongly worded letters, the FCC's Enforcement Bureau has directed

the Manassas, Virginia, BPL system to take appropriate steps to eliminate harmful interference to Amateur Radio operators. Several hams in the Manassas area have complained, some repeatedly, about severe interference from the BPL system, operated by COMTek on the city-owned power grid. The FCC minced no words in detailing what it wants the city and BPL operator COMTek to do to ensure its system complies with Part 15 rules governing BPLsystems and even hinted that it may shut down all or part of the system. One of the FCC letters followed up on a complaint from Dwight Agnew, AI4II, of

BPL interference to his mobile operations.

Antarctica's KC4AAA To Be On The Air For Field Day

KC4AAA at Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station, Antarctica, has announced plans

to participate in ARRL Field Day 2006. The station's Satellite

Communications Technician Robert Reynolds, N0QFQ, will head up the effort.

Operations from KC4AAA will commence at 1800 UTC on June 24 and continue

through 2100 UTC on June 25. 

Experience has shown that the best opportunity for North and South American

stations to contact KC4AAA appears around 2300 UTC on the Eastern Seaboard,

moving westward with time until the window closes around 0400 UTC. Given

South Pole's location right under the auroral oval, propagation can make

South Pole intercontinental HF radio communications a challenge, so listen

carefully! 

The primary operating frequency will be on or about 14.243 MHz. KC4AAA

operators will monitor and exploit other bands, but 20 meter SSB will be the

primary operating mode. 

South Pole will operate as a "home" station with supplied power (Class 1D).

Reynolds plans to have a team of up to 10 operators staffing the station,

most of whom are in a ham radio licensing class at the station. KC4AAA will

be running 1 kW and will mainly use a pair of log-periodic antennas aimed

toward the US. 

Field Day

Below is a synopsis by Phil N1XTB of the discussion regarding field day operations which was held at the May meeting of MARA. Please review it and be prepared to comment at the June 20th meeting so preparations can be finalized.

W1MV Field Day 2006

General – Operating Category – Stations and Antennas
Hopefully we can operate category 2F (if Don K1DC puts his CW station and antenna on the air) or 3F if Bob or myself puts an HF station and another antenna of the air.  There will be three feed-thrus installed in the conference room window, so up to three additional antennas can be supported.  The new permanent inverted V wire for the EOC will have a separate open wire line feed through. The work should be done before field day.

There is also a long enough attic at the EOC that a wire can be strung.  The coax currently used to the J pole in the attic can be moved to the wire antenna.

 Meals

The stove at the EOC can be used for a hot meal on Saturday eve and possibly for Sunday meals if food volunteers step forward.  Pete N1NVV mentioned that he could come up with something on Saturday.  Would suggest that Saturday around 6 PM would be the main feeding for club participants.

Schedule

The EOC can operate as a Class F station for the full period 1800 UTC Saturday until 2100 UTC Sunday.  If there are people who want to operate during specific hours, contact me. We can publish a schedule on the W1MV web site. Would also like to list those that say they will be available for setup and tear down.

Setup

Additional antenna’s can be rigged Friday afternoon or Saturday mornThe tables in the conference room can be used for additional operating space. Don K1DC has a laptop that can use CT for logging.  Gil is preparing an additional laptop that can be used for logging.  The existing EOC computer in the main operating area can be used for logging (CT setup required)

Tear down

Sunday afternoon.  Most of the work should be area cleanup and antenna tear-down.

Bonus point expectations

Our minimum class 2F EOC operation should be able to claim the following

-Public location (Gil has the club banner that can be hung for display)

-Public Information table – Gil has a table and some material that can be placed outside.  Volunteers are needed to spend some time at the table – maybe locate outside the building at the front or side parking areas.

-Message origination to Section Manager – Gil?

-Message Handling – Gil?

-Alternate power – N1XTB can bring his solar setup and use it for the 5 minimum QSO’s

-W1AW bulletin copy

Site Visitation – If we can invite Herb for a visit – and he comes by, it’s worth some points. Carl make the invite?

Post Field Day

Operators are requested to email their CT Dupe sheets to N1XTB.

Announcing the ARRL New England Division Convention

The 2006 ARRL New England Division Convention will be held on August 25, 26th and 27th.  Mark your calendars now and plan to attend!

A great program is being planned. We are excited to announce that the newly elected A.R.R.L President, Joel Harrison, W5ZN will be in attendance.  Here is your opportunity to meet Joel first hand at the ARRL Forums. He doesn’t get off that easy though, as our guest of honor at the Saturday evening banquet, we get the opportunity to hear from him again. Order your tickets early, as the banquet seating is limited.

We are also happy to report that Bob Heil, K9EID will be making a return visit with one of his ever-popular talks on all things audio.  Look for Bob’s presentation early on Saturday, and we’ve left plenty of time of questions and answers after his presentation. 

The Special Event station W1A will be in operation. This is a good opportunity to operate the top shelf amateur radio equipment the industry has to offer and have fun while doing it! 

The Boxboro Holiday Inn, located at the junction of Routes 111 and 495 in Massachusetts, will again open it’s doors to the Amateur Radio community with its spacious parking and comfortable accommodations.  Hotel information is available through the Boxboro.org website. Room rates are reduced for this year, be sure to ask for the “Boxboro Ham Radio Convention Rate” when making your reservations.

The “Call for Presenters” remains open. Please contact WO1N if you have an Amateur Radio related presentation or represent an organization that would like to reach out to a large population of active Hams.  

Volunteers are also welcome to help with event planning and execution.


We hope to see you there!

Mike Raisbeck, K1TWF
Ken Caruso, WO1N

Tom Walsh, K1TW

Convention Chair

Program Chair


Volunteer Chair
K1TWF@arrl.org

WO1N@ARRL.NET

K1TW@arrl.net 




(978) 663-3027 (h)




(978) 256-5377 (w)

DX Events

GERMANY, DA.  Dick is QRV as DL5DCL/06 during the Soccer World Cup.

Activity is on the HF bands, but mostly on 30, 17 and 12 meters

using only CW.  Meanwhile, members of the DARC District Group A07,

Karlsruhe, are also QRV during the World Cup as DR06SOCCER.  QSL via

operators' instructions.

IRELAND, EI.  Dave, EI9FBB is QRV as EJ9FBB from Bere Island, IOTA

EU-121, on various occasions during the summer.  QSL to home call.

FRANCE, F.  Special event station TM5AST will be QRV from Boissy le

Sec on June 17 and 18.  QSL via F4DTL.

SCOTLAND, GM.  Andre, GM3VLB and Alex, GM0DHZ are QRV from Sanda

Island, IOTA EU-123, until June 18.

HAITI, HH.  Glauber, HH/PS7EB is QRV until the end of November.  He

is usually active on 80 to 10 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY.  QSL to

home call.

SOUTH SHETLAND ISLANDS.  DT8A is QRV from the South Korean King

Sejong Base on King George Island and has been active on 17 meters

around 1800z.  QSL via HL2FDW.

ITALY, I.  Giacomo, I4FGG is QRV as IF9/I4FGG from Marettimo Island,

IOTA EU-054, until June 22.  He is active mostly on 20 and 15 meters

using only CW.  QSL to home call.

MARIANA ISLANDS, KH0.  Tony, JA6CNL and Asayuki, JA6AGA are QRV as

KH0N and WH0C, respectively, from Saipan, IOTA OC-086, until June

20.  This includes an entry in the All-Asian DX CW contest.  Outside

the contest, they will be active on 160, 30, 17 and 12 meters.  QSL

to home calls.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA, P2.  Johan, PA3EXX is QRV as P29VV from the Witu

Islands, IOTA OC-181, until June 19.  Activity is on 40, 30, 20, and

10 meters using CW and SSB.  If possible, he may operate from New

Britain Island, IOTA OC-008.  QSL to home call.

EGYPT, SU.  Said, SU1SK plans to be QRV as SU8IOTA from White Rock

Island, IOTA AF-099, from June 20 to July 1.

CRETE, SV9.  Alain, ON6MG is QRV as SV9/ON6MG/p until June 23.

Activity is on 20 and 17 meters using QRP power.  QSL to home call.

TURKEY, TA.  Mill, LX1CC is QRV as YM3CC from Pamucak-Selcuk-Izmir

until June 28.  Activity is on all bands and modes.  QSL direct to

home call.

ICELAND, TF.  Fabio, IW5DCE is QRV as TF/IW5DCE.  He is active on

the HF bands, including 6 meters, using SSB and digital modes.  QSL

to home call.

CHAD, TT.  Phil is QRV as TT8PK and has been active on 17 meters

around 1300z and 20 meters around 1800z.  QSL via F4EGS.

               

CANADA, VE.  In celebration of the United Nations Emergency Force

50th Anniversary, special event station VA7UNEF is QRV until July 5.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  Kid's Day Contest, Thursday NCCC Sprint

CW Ladder, SARL Youth Day, Council of Europe RC 20th Anniversary

Challenge, All Asian DX CW Contest, SMIRK Contest, West Virginia QSO

Party, AGCW VHF/UHF Contest, Quebec QSO Party, Spanish Islands

Contest and the DIE Contest will certainly keep contesters busy this

weekend.  The Run for the Bacon QRP Contest is scheduled for June

19.  Please see June QST, pages 98 and 99, and the ARRL and WA7BNM

contest websites for details.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  ***  dates  *** 2006 

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*************************************************************************************************************

June 2006                                                    


Contact          Source

*************************************************************************************************************

18 June Cambridge MA         FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  

8 July Union ME PBARC @CommCtr                     

Scott KB1DSW 207 354 6809 A

16 July Cambridge MA         FLEA at MIT                  

 Nick 617 253 3776  

22 July Nashua NH NE Antique RC $15/T@7 $5@8 $2@9 @StStan Marty 603 755 2839 F 

12 Aug St Albans ME PARC @ Snownobile club        

George WA1JMM 207 965 

19 Aug St Albans VT STARC 8AM @ ShoppingPlaza         
Arn N1ARN 802 285 6457 W+

20 Aug Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                  

 Nick 617 253 3776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

20 Aug Adams MA NoBARC @BoweFld @8AM S@6               
Al K1SAV 413 743 1619 W+

25-27 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Conv @HI             
 Mike K1TWF 978 250 1236 A

9 Sept BallstonSpa NY SCRACES fri6P $5+5/T+15cmp  Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385  

9 Sept Windsor ME AARA @FG Rt32 @8                   

Bill K1NIT 207 623 9075  +

16 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct 
Rick K1KYI 401 725 7507  

17 Sept Cambridge MA         FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  

17 Sept Newtown CT CARC                             

James KD1YV 203 

1 Oct Queens NY HoSARC 47-01 111st $5@9 $10/sp@7:30       Steve 718 898 5599 F+

6,7 Oct Hopkinton NH HossTraders @FG x7 I89           
Joe K1RQG 207 469 3492 W+

7 Oct Lake Placid NY NNYARA                       

Thomas WB2KLD 518 827 

8 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9         
John N1GNV 203 440 4468 F+

14 Oct Nashua NH NE Antique RC $15/T@7 $5@8 $2@9 @StStan  Marty 603 755 2839  

15 Oct Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  

21 Oct Greenwood NS GARC @CommCtr $3@10 S@8        
 Eric VE1CFY 902 765 4468 

28 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction @OswegatchieSch@10 
Tom WA@RYV 860 464 6555 T

28 Oct Montreal PQ MSSARC @PlDesaulniers $5@9 $10/T@6  

28-29 Oct Watertown MA Photographica @ACEC ~photo~         
John 781 592 2553 

3 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    
Jim KK1W 413 245 3228  

4 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Club $10@7 $3@9    
Gayle KB1LHA 781 598 1442  +

11 Nov E Falmouth MA FARA @KoC $3@9 $9/S@7          
Ralph N1YHS 508 548 6405  

Items For Sale

Here's the list of items that Bob WA1AOH has for sale. 
 

MFJ Deluxe Versa Tuner II    MFJ-949D   
 Price $30.00
 

MIC/TNC Switch    MFJ-1272 BYV for K-VHF    
 Price $15.00
 

Bencher Low Pass Filter    YA-1    

 Price $5.00
 

Drake Low Pass Filter    TV-1000    

 Price $5.00
 

Various Connectors    



 Price $0.50 each

2-meter Alinco DJ-280 HT              

 Price $50.00

2-meter Radio Shack HTX-202 HT   

 Price $50.00

220 Icom IC-2AT HT                           

 Price $50.00
Anyone interested can contact me, Roy, at kb1cyv@gis.net
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Call sign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY 

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)
440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/    
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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