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CQ CQ CQ….. and very happy holidays from W1JOE and family.  Last month the MARA club had their Christmas party which was a great success.  Thanks to Gary and Maryann Decoster, we had another great party and meal at the Fireside Restaurant in Middleboro.

We also had some training for the EOC at Bridgewater library.  The club was well represented.  The drill will be in March, and graded by FEMA.

The Club also took part in the 100th Anniversary of Flight at Bridgewater State College on December 17.  Those that took part are Allan K1VQ, Phil N1XTB, Gil W1GMF, Bob N1EDM, and yours truly.

73, Joe
Secretary’s Report

President Joe W1JOE opened the meeting at 8:00 P.M. 

Directors present: Joe W1JOE, Carl N1FY and Roy KB1CYV.

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Unavailable.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Roy KB1CYV

Accepted as printed in the November newsletter.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Carl N1FY

Both machines are operating well.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FY.

No activity reported.

SKYWARN/ARES: Carl N1FY.

Several club members participated in the Pilgrim Nuclear training session on 12/5.

The 12/6 Skywarn Appreciation Day celebration turned out to be a busy day at NWS as Mother Nature has a warped sense of humor.  There are currently no plans for an open house next year at Taunton due to security concerns. 

OLD BUSINESS:

The annual Christmas party held at the Fireside in Middleborough on 12/9 was well attended and enjoyed by all (especially the Benecchis!).  Thanks to Maryanne N1SGW and Gary WA1CIM for making the arrangements.

NEW BUSINESS: 

Joe W1JOE announced that the club would be represented at the Aviation Celebration at Bridgewater State College on 12/17.  Joe also stressed the fact that it is only 6 months to Field Day and if we are to participate this year it’s not too early to get the ball rolling.

Walter Mac Neil W1WMN was accepted as a new member.  Walt resides in Quincy and recently received his ticket.  Welcome to MARA, Walt.

Don’t forget to tune in to 147.180 on Christmas Eve for updates on Santa’s progress at 7, 8 and 9:00 P.M.

Joe W1JOE closed the meeting at 8:25 P.M.

Respectively Submitted, Roy KB1CYV, Secretary

Marconi 101’s Anniversary

KM1CC will operate on Jan 17 and 18, but just 2 radios not 10 and with 3-5 operators not 100.  You will all be proud to know that working with all of you gave me the experience to put up the dipoles by myself (other than hoisting them).

Bud Hall will be operating on either 40M or 17M CW and Henry Fales, & others and myself will be on either 40M or 20 M voice.

KM1CC is on the air this weekend for Bud Hall, K2LP, Bud is struggling hard against cancer.  I put Bud's dipole(S) up about 40' in the air, it is between the flagpole and the cupola on top of the Coast Guard Station.  Bud will only operate on Saturday, so if you want to visit him, come Saturday between 10 am and 4 pm.  No parking passes will be required!

Barbara Dougan

Education Specialist

Cape Cod National Seashore

January Meeting Activity

Bob Doherty, K1VV, has made a movie about the functioning of the Bridgewater EOC.  He’ll be playing that at the January meeting.

For Sale

Hello Everyone.  I am moving to a condo and will have to sell my gear. :(

· Kenwood transceiver TS-570D  100 watts with hand mike  10-80 meters  2 years old

· Power supply  SEC-1223

· Kenwood desk mike MC-60,1 year old---hardly used

· Kenwood HS-5 headphones 1.5 years old----hardly used

All for $850.00

$400.00 Cushcraft R8 vertical with 100 feet coax, 2 years old.  TAKE IT DOWN AND IT’S YOURS!

barbann65@comcast.net

781-986-6634

K1MRH

New DX Cluster in Brockton!!!

New DXCluster in Brockton now, on 145.03.  Connect to WD1L.  More info next month!

AO-27 Back on the Air

Steve Meuse, N1JFU

The following statement was released by the AO-27 ground control station.

December 29th, 2003 UTC

After finding several bugs in the on-board schedule state machine, we have managed to upload a new schedule to AO-27. 

AO-27 will turn on for 1 minute of digital telemetry download followed by 6 minutes of analogue repeater operation in the evening passes.  When we have a better understanding of the battery condition, we will increase the Analogue time. 

The schedule is started 3.5 minutes before the sub-satellite point crosses Latitude 39.0N on an ascending pass.  It will also have a 1 minute digital telemetry download in the morning starting when it crosses Latitude 39.0N on a descending pass."

See the following links for more information on AO-27:

http://www.amsat.org or http://www.ao27.org

[Note: I managed to work a handful of contacts on the 30th, the satellite sounded good and there were plenty of operators on: -Steve]

Local Radio Operators Special Event

[This is the WARC Press Release regarding their Plymouth Plantation Special Event over the Thanksgiving weekend, by Bruce Hayden, NI1X]

The Whitman Amateur Radio Club conducted a two-day special event from the Plymouth Plantation over the Thanksgiving weekend.

Bruce Hayden, President of the Whitman Club reports that 14 area amateur radio operators “hams” set up four base stations and portable antennas at the re-creation of the 17th century Pilgrim settlement and Indian homesite and exchanged contacts with 177 other amateur radio operators in 31 States, 13 foreign countries and 3 Canadian Provinces 

The ham operators spread the word of Plymouth Plantation over the airways, explaining about the living museum and how they found the visitors, especially the children, amazed by the actors, dressed as Pilgrims and trained to speak in the language of the time and who did not acknowledge the existence of any of our modern technical wonders as they explained about the harsh reality of early Pilgrim life.

In preparation of the event, notice of the program was published in the American Radio Relay League’s ARRL monthly magazine which has both national and international distribution and the crew found amateur radio operators from all over the world waiting to make contact with Plymouth Plantation. 

Each amateur who contacts the club station WA1NPO, is entitled to receive a certificate suitable for framing which includes a picture of the Mayflower II and confirms the date and time of the contact.

Along with listening to one of the conventional voice stations, some of the visitors to the Plantation took the time to listen to Morse code and reviewed a collection of QSL post cards that were received from all over the world and confirmed previous contacts with Whitman Club members.  In addition we were able to explain how amateur radio operators practice sending routine messages, via radio to amateur radio operators in the local neighborhood who pick up the phone deliver the message free of charge.  We also explained how these routine messages could quickly change to priority or emergency messages in times of National emergencies. 

The licensed operators who were able to participate in this special event were John Wittey N1PRK of Berkley, Roy Logan KB1CYV of Bridgewater, Paul Burbine N1VTI, Chris Tilden N1WWI and George Pedro KE1KR of E. Bridgewater, Jeff Lehmann N1ZZN of Hanson,  John Coombs WQ1L and Jim Gilbert W5IRW of Marshfield, Jim O’Rourke WG1L and Don Keene KA1PJX of No. Weymouth, Dave Gilbert KB1KMA of Plymouth, Bruce Hayden NI1X of Raynham, Jim Kenworthy KB1KFF of Rockland and Bill Hayden N1FRE of Whitman.

FCC announces new Universal Licensing System interface

ARLB071

The FCC on December 14 will unveil a new on-line filing interface for its Universal Licensing System (ULS), on the web at, http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls, which includes the Amateur Service.

To implement the changes, the ULS on-line filing system will be down from 12 AM EST Saturday, December 13, until 10 AM EST Sunday, Dec 14.

Among other features, the ULS's new look will include easier-to-read on-screen forms that guide users through filing and simplify such routine tasks as applying for license renewal, address change or vanity call sign.  The FCC says the introduction of its new system, called "ULS License Manager," concludes phase one of an ongoing ULS overhaul by the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau.

ULS License Manager will be compatible with most major Web browsers and computer platforms and no longer will require downloading Java and Java Script files.  An FCC staffer involved with implementing ULS License Manager notes that all features may not be in place when the system debuts.

The ULS will require all filers to log into the system using a FCC Registration Number (FRN) and Commission Registration System (CORES) password.  Taxpayer Identification Numbers (TINs) no longer will be accepted for log-in purposes, the FCC said.

Once the new system is up and running, all licenses and applications in the ULS database will be converted to the new ULS License Manager filing environment.

There's also a new paper version of FCC Form 605, dated December 2003.  One change is that Form 605 no longer requests a date of birth and will only accept an FRN and CORES password.  There are no Amateur Service-related changes to any Form 605 schedules.  The FCC says Amateur Service applicants may continue to use the March 2001 (or later) edition of Form 605, although it encourages use of the newest version.  The new FCC Form 605 now is available via the FCC Web site at, http://www.fcc.gov/Forms/Form605/605.html.

To assist with any ULS issues after the changeover, the Technical Support Hotline staff will be available Sunday, December 14, from 10 AM until 6 PM EST. Normal hours are weekdays (except holidays) from 8 AM until 6 PM Eastern Time.  Technical Support is available via the FCC Web site at, http://esupport.fcc.gov, or telephone 877-480-3201 (TTY 202-414-1255).

ULS licensing support and forms information is available weekdays (except holidays) from 8 AM until 5:30 PM Eastern Time via e-mail at ulshelp@fcc.gov, or telephone 888-CALLFCC (225-5322), Option 2 (users also may call 717-338-2888).

Web Program available to create Cabrillo Format logs.

The ARRL Letter Vol. 23, No. 02 January, 9, 2004

The ARRL Contest Branch has announced that a Web-based "applet" program <http://www.b4h.net/cabforms/> now is available that can create and e-mail contest logs in the Cabrillo file format ARRL requires for contest entries.

"Thanks to Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, and the support of several other amateurs, it is now possible for all contest participants to create Cabrillo-format logs on the Web," said ARRL Contest Branch Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND.  "These will allow participants who log on paper or whose logging software will not generate a Cabrillo file to create an electronic log to submit to the League."

The first ARRL contest for which the Web applet is available is the recent 2004 RTTY Roundup <http://www.arrl.org/contests/rules/2004/rtty.html>.  Henderson says Horn is developing templates for additional ARRL contests, and these will also become available via links from Horn's Cabrillo Web Forms page.

The Web routine first prompts users to provide the required information to create a Cabrillo file header. This includes basic information such as ARRL/RAC section, call sign used, call signs of operators for a multi-op entry, entry class, the operator's name and address and possibly other data.  Where appropriate, drop-down boxes allow submitters to select the correct information.

A second screen allows users to input data for each QSO.  Users may either manually keystroke the information for each contact or cut and paste it--band, date, time, callsign copied, received RST, received exchange--from another source.  A space is necessary between each QSO data element, and each QSO belongs on a separate line.

Once QSO data have been entered, click on the "SUBMIT QSO INFO" button. The program checks for formatting errors, and, if everything is correct, will display the completed file.  At that point, users can check their information one last time.

Click the "SUBMIT CABRILLO LOG" button to e-mail the entry automatically to the correct address for the contest.  This also will send a record copy of the Cabrillo-formatted log to the user.

Applet-created logs will be processed just as all other log submissions are.  If the contest robot finds problems, it will send the appropriate e-mail message to the submitter.  If the log is okay, the robot will send a numbered receipt.

Users with questions about the Web applet routine should contact the ARRL Contest Branch via e-mail <contests@arrl.org>.  The ARRL thanks Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, for his work in developing this helpful and useful Web application.

W1AW 2004 Winter Operating Schedule

ARRL Bulletin ARLB001

Morning Schedule:

Time


Mode

Days 

1400 UTC (9 AM EST) 
CWs

Wed, Fri 

1400 UTC (9 AM EST) 
CWf

Tue, Thu 

Daily Visitor Operating Hours:

1500 UTC to 1700 UTC - (10 AM to 12 PM EST)

1800 UTC to 2045 UTC - (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST)

(Station closed 1700 to 1800 UTC (12 PM to 1 PM EST))

Afternoon/Evening Schedule:

2100 UTC  (4 PM EST)
CWf
Mon, Wed, Fri 

2100    "          "         
CWs
Tue, Thu

2200    "  (5 PM EST)
CWb
Daily

2300    "  (6 PM EST)
RTTY
Daily 

0000    "  (7 PM EST)
CWs
Mon, Wed, Fri 

0000    "      "

CWf
Tue, Thu

0100    "  (8 PM EST)
CWb
Daily

0200    "  (9 PM EST)
RTTY
Daily 

0245    "  (9:45 PM EST)VOICE
Daily 

0300    "  (10 PM EST)
CWf
Mon, Wed, Fri 

0300    "          " 

CWs
Tue, Thu

0400    "  (11 PM EST)
CWb
Daily

Frequencies (MHz)

CW:  1.8175 3.5815 7.0475 14.0475 18.0975 21.0675  28.0675 147.555

RTTY:  3.625  7.095  14.095  18.1025 21.095   28.095  147.555

VOICE:  1.855 3.990  7.290  14.290  18.160  21.390   28.590  147.555

CWs = Morse Code practice (slow) = 5, 7.5, 10, 13 and 15 WPM

CWf = Morse Code practice (fast) = 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13 and 10 WPM  

CWb = Morse Code Bulletins = 18 WPM

CW frequencies include code practices, Qualifying Runs and CW bulletins.

RTTY = Teleprinter Bulletins = BAUDOT (45.45 baud) and AMTOR-FEC (100 Baud).  ASCII (110 Baud) is sent only as time allows.

Code practice texts are from QST, and the source of each practice is given at the beginning of each practice and at the beginning of alternate speeds.

On Tuesdays and Fridays at 2330 UTC (6:30 PM EST), Keplerian Elements for active amateur satellites are sent on the regular teleprinter freqs.

A DX bulletin replaces or is added to the regular bulletins between 0100 UTC (8 PM EST) Thursdays and 0100 UTC (8 PM EST) Fridays.

In a communications emergency, monitor W1AW for special bulletins as follows: Voice on the hour, Teleprinter at 15 minutes past the hour, and CW on the half hour.

FCC licensed amateurs may operate the station from 1500 UTC to 1700 UTC (10 AM to 12 PM EST), and then from 1800 UTC to 2045 UTC (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST) Monday through Friday.  Be sure to bring your current FCC amateur license or a photocopy.

The W1AW Operating Schedule may also be found on page 94 in the January 2004 issue of QST or on the web at, http://www.arrl.org/w1aw.html .
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Joe Serilla, W1JOE

Vice-President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Roy Logan, KB1CYV

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)
440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  W1GMF-7 (Whitman)

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv
WARC Web Page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Qsl via

www.eqsl.com
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.03 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 & PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com
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