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Secretary’s Report

Carl N1FY opened the meeting at 20:00

The Secretary’s report was accepted a printed in the newsletter.

The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read.

The repeater backup batteries failed and were replaced at a cost of 

$780.00. The power supply is in need of repair. Problems with the

controller card have not been resolved and it has been returned

for further repair.

55 persons attended the  Skywarn training at the Museum of Science in Boston.

Seven club members participated in the support of a Road Race in Brockton 

Sponsored by the Franklin School.

The YMCA is having it’s Annual 5K and 10 K road race on May 31 at Camp Yomechas

in Middleboro. We well be supporting them with a communications team.

Those attending are asked to meet at the Dunkin Donuts located at the junction of Rtes  28 and 105 at 8:00 a.m.

The Whitman Club’s Flea Market  will be at  Saftler’s parking lot in Whitman on Saturday and Sunday May 24th and 25th.

Field Day is June 28 & 29 at the EOC for MARA and the East Bridgewater YMCA

for the Whitman Club. Phil N1XTB is Field Day Coordinator and Joe W1JOE will be cooking on site at the EOC.

MARA has been asked to provide communication support for the YMCA Triathlon on July 13.

Later in the summer is the Patriot Triathlon in Lakeville

Another event where our participation requested is the Boy Scouts Mass Jam scheduled for October 2008 at the Barnstable County Fairgrounds.  Bob N1EDM will be the contact person for MARA

The Whitman Club will be at the Marshfield Fair again this year in August.

Election of officers for the 2008-2009 year was held at the May meeting. The result of the election was:

President—Pete  Curley  N1NVV

Vice President—Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer—Phil Mc Namara N1XTB 

Secretary---Bob Keene   N1LCY

Carl closed the meeting at 8:49 p.m.

Respectfully submitted  for Bob N1LCY by Pete N1NV V

Notes From The Field

The next MARA meeting will be held on June 17, 2008 at the EOC.

Net operators are needed for the Tuesday & Saturday night nets. If you are interested please contact Carl N1FY.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NVV

Field Day  Schedule

Field Day this year will be at the EOC in Bridgewater for MARA . Phil N1XTB is the 

coordinator for this event . We expect to have stations operating CW and  SSB  on HF,  

and  6 meters . 

Saturday,  Joe  W1JOE, our chef extraordinaire, has promised to prepare one

of his culinary delights which will be shared with members of the Whitman Club at the EOC location. The menu will include barbecue chicken and pork ribs along with sides of
macaroni and potato salad. Please drop by during field day and join us. Joe is preparing to feed 50 guests. We would like you to be one of them. We plan to serve the meal in late afternoon under awnings at the Rte 18 side of the EOC.

Franklin Elementary School Road Race

The Franklin Elementary School in Brockton sponsored a 2.2 mike road race, for their students, in D.W. Field Park on Sunday May 18th . Carl N1FY put together a team of amateur radio operators to provide communication support for the race. Once again both MARA and Whitman Amateur Radio Club members responded. 


AMERICAN RED CROSS RESPONDS TO ARRL CONCERNS REGARDING BACKGROUND CHECKS 
 
At the ARRL ARES forum at the Dayton Hamvention, ARRL Emergency
Preparedness and Response Manager Dennis Dura, K2DCD, announced that the
American Red Cross (ARC) has finally moved to the issue of background
checks for ARES volunteers.
 
In November 2007, ARRL President Joel Harrison, W5ZN, wrote to the
American Red Cross (ARC) regarding concerns voiced by ARRL volunteers.
In 2006, the Red Cross stated it would implement background checks that
included, among other things, a credit check and a "mode of living"
check for its staff and volunteers, including ARES volunteers providing
services to the Red Cross during disasters. ARRL saw these portions of
the background check as unneeded and inappropriate for ARES service.
 
In a letter dated May 8 of this year, Armond T. Mascelli, ARC Vice
President for Disaster Response Services replied to President Harrison:
"I can now report back to you that [these] actions have been completed
and changes have been instituted which I trust resolves the concerns
detailed in your letter. This effort took considerably more time and
attention than originally envisioned, but I believe the results will now
benefit our respective organizations.
 
"A new background consent form now [is] to be used by all Red Cross
chapters for ARRL members and other partner organizations. The form and
related process is limited to the name and social security number
verification of the individual, and a criminal background check.
References and suggestions to other related investigative possibilities
have been stricken."
 
Harrison said that "We are very pleased that the American Red Cross has
addressed some of the issues that we raised regarding their background
investigations and that we can move forward in a relationship that has
existed for a long, long time. The American Red Cross and the ARRL have
shared a productive relationship for many years which has been of
benefit to both the organizations and to the public. We are glad that
throughout the past months we have been able to negotiate the issues
that we had and have finally come to a resolution."
 
With the background check issue apparently resolved, the ARRL will be
working with the ARC in the negotiation and creation of a draft for a
new "Memorandum of Understanding" (MOU) or similar document to replace
the one which expired last year; Dura and Keith Robertory of the ARC
will be leading the effort. When complete, the draft of the MOU will be
presented to the leadership of both organizations for approval.

FCC'S HOLLINGSWORTH SET TO RETIRE IN JULY 
 
Special Counsel in the FCC Spectrum Enforcement Division Riley
Hollingsworth has announced plans to retire from the FCC later this
year. "My intention," Hollingsworth told the ARRL, "is to head out in
July, assuming the results of the second round of the PAVE PAWS/440
repeater monitoring in California present no complications. It has been
a privilege to work with and for the Amateur Radio licensees and the
land mobile frequency coordinators. I am extremely fortunate to work for
two wonderful groups of people: Those at headquarters in the Enforcement
Bureau, and for the Amateur Radio operators." Hollingsworth had planned
to retire earlier this year, but changed his mind, saying, "There [were]
several issues on the table that I want[ed] to continue to work through
with the amateur community."
 
While his successor has not been named, he was quick to point out that
the FCC's Amateur Radio enforcement program will continue.

YMCA  8th ANNUAL ROAD RACE SUPPORT

Members of MARA and the Whitman Amateur Radio Club again provided 

the communications team in support of the YMCA ‘s Tispaquin Road Race

on Saturday May 31 at Camp Yomechas in Middleboro. NWS provided ideal

weather allowing only a few showers after the race to cool the runners off.

As you can see in the accompanying photo, many of the “usual suspects”

were there. Frank McDonald of the YMCA  thanked the group for their continuing support.

FIELD DAY LOCATOR SERVICE UP AND RUNNING 
 
This year, for the first time, the ARRL has put together a Station
Locator to help amateurs or those interested in Amateur Radio find a
Field Day site near them. According to ARRL Field Day Manager Dan
Henderson, N1ND, many amateurs have been asking for something like this
for many years.
 
If your group would like to be a part of the Station Locator Service,
it's easy to get started. Just go to the Field Day Station Locator Web
site <
 HYPERLINK "http://www.arrl.org/contests/announcements/fd/locator.php" \t "_blank" 
http://www.arrl.org/contests/announcements/fd/locator.php
> and
follow the instructions.
 
To help you out, Henderson has prepared a FAQ for the Field Day Station
Locator.
 
Q) How does our Field Day site get listed on the map?
A) A club official or Field Day Chairman needs to go to the Web site.
Once there, click on the link for "Add a Station" and follow the
instructions.
 
Q) I put in the name of the park where we will be holding Field Day but
got the message that the program can't find it. What do I do?
A) You should use a street address for the location. Unfortunately, the
mapping program doesn't have a 100 percent complete database of park
names and public site names. You may also use a latitude/longitude -
enter the values separated by a comma (e.g. 42.345N, 85.445W) and set
the city to NONE). 
 
Q) I put in a street address but the map locator put me it in a wrong
location on the street. What do I do?
A) While in the data input or edit screen, use your cursor to move the
red "pin" to the correct location on the map.
 
Q) What if I put in the wrong information or something about our Field
Day operation changes?
A) The person who input the data will be able to edit the entry. Simply
follow the "Add a Station" link and then select "Edit this entry" next
to the one to correct.
 
Q). I tried to enter my club's information, but I was denied access.
What do I do? 
A) To help ensure that only one person is managing a club's entry, you
must be logged onto the site with your ARRL member ID and password. If
you are not an ARRL member, ask a member of the club who is to be
responsible for adding the club's information to the site.
 
Q) I am looking for a Field Day operation to attend. How do I use the
site?
A) Begin by typing in the city and state where you would like to search,
something like "Brooklyn, New York" or "Anaheim, California." Depending
on the geographic location, the map will take you to the area you list.
If a Field Day operation has been registered for that general area, a
red "pin" will show on the map. If you click on the red pin, the details
for that site will appear in the box on the right hand side of the
screen. If you don't see a red pin, scroll out a level to find one near
the location you listed. It is also possible to drag the map to other
areas by holding down the left button on your mouse and then moving the
map around. You can also scroll in and out using the +/- buttons on the
left side of the map. You may also zoom in and center by double-clicking
with the mouse near the red pin.
 
Q) I found a red pin near where I will be. Where do I find the
information on that site? 
A) Each entry has a contact person with either an e-mail address or
phone number who should be able to help you. It will appear on the right
side of the box when you click on the red pin for an entry.
 
Q) I found an entry with wrong information. What should I do? 
A) Please contact the person whose name appears as the contact person
for that site. ARRL HQ does not have detailed information on the site.
 
Q) I want to check on our club's information. What should I do?
A) Type in the call sign that will be used and you will be taken to the
location and club information.
 
ARRL Field Day will be held June 28-29. For more information, please
visit the Field Day Web page <
 HYPERLINK "http://www.arrl.org/fieldday" \t "_blank" 
http://www.arrl.org/fieldday
   
NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2008
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

June  2008                                                    

Contact          

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                 

15 June Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 
 
21 June Newington CT NARL @HS Mary K1MMH 860-563-2840 W
 
12 July Union ME PBARC @Thompson Comm Ctr Scott KB1DSW 207 354 6809 A
 
20 July Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 
 
9 Aug Gales Ferry CT RASON @VFD $4@9 $15/T Wayne KB1NKK 206 350 3064 
 
9 Aug St Albans ME PARC @SnowMobileClb $5@8 George WA1JMM 207 441 6112 W+
 
15-16 Aug Swanton VT STARC AirportRD $5/D+$5/DTG Arn N1ARN 802 285 6457 
 
17 August Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 
 
17 Aug Adams MA NoBARC @FG $5/B $10TG $15/T Alan K1SAV 413 358 8428 W+
 
21 Aug Halifax NS HARC 75th Anv @StVincentUniv Howard VE1DHD 902 490 6421 W
 
22-24 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Conv Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 W 
 
13 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @6AM Tailgate John 860 673 0518 
 
13 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG @7 Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385 W+
 
14 Sept Newtown CT CARA @TownHall $6@8:30 $10/15@7 Joe AB1DO 203 938 4880 W
 
20 Sept Alton NH MASONS @Lodge @7 Tg$10 $20/inside T Bob W1GWU 603 776 0086 A+
 
20 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct Rick K1KYI 401 864 9611 +
 
20 Sept Alexander ME StCCARC @ElSch Mike KB1GEO 207 427 3058 A+

21 Sept Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 
Third Sunday April thru October 
 
27-28 Sept Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~ John 781 592 2553 W+
 
27 Sep Drummondville PQ CRADI @StBernard $5@9$15@7 Omer VE2OML 819 478 0478 R+
 
5 Oct Queens NY HOSARC $5@9 $10/SP Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W+
 
10-11 Oct Deerfield NH NearFest @FG Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 W+
 
12 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9 John N1GNV 203 440 4468 
 
18 Oct Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821 F
 
18 Oct Greenwood NS NSARA @CommCtr $3@10 S@8 Burt VE1AMA 902 847 7073 W+
 
19 Oct Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 
 
25 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction @OswegatchieSch@10 Tom WA2RYV 860 464 6555 
 
25 Oct Longueuil PQ MS-SARC @PlDesaul $5@9 $10/T@6 David VE2EDF 450 672 9791 W+
 
1 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Sellers$15@6 $3@8 Nelson NU1G 603 660 6288 
 
7 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM Jim KK1W 413 245 3228 
 
8 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7 Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422 
 
6 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @7AM Indoors John 860 673 0518
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Pete Curley, N1NVV
Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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