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NOTICE – Effective Immediately: New Club Meeting Place

Beginning with the July meeting, all future MARA meetings will be held in the EOC Conference Room at the Academy Building in Bridgewater Center.  Meeting times will still be the same as always.

Because of budget cutbacks, Bridgewater Public Library is unable to pay the overtime required to keep a custodian on duty to while meetings are in progress beyond their regular working hours.

MARA has been meeting at the library for several years now.  We have enjoyed the luxury of a large meeting room, including all the conveniences of the AV equipment that the Library left for our use.

MARA is very grateful for the hospitality that the Library has shown us over the years and, while we regret the move, we certainly understand their situation.

Many, many thanks to the Bridgewater Public Library for all their support in the past!

Secretary’s Report

President Carl Aveni, N1FY opened the meeting at 8:00PM

Directors present Carl N1FY, Gil W1GMF, and Roy KB1CYV

TREASURES REPORT; Accepted as read

SECRETARY’S REPORT; Accepted as read

Repeater Trustee, Carl N1FY and Gil W1GMF; Replaced cel antenna with Diamond Antenna.  New antenna is working “Super-fine”

CLUB CALL SIGN, Carl N1FY; No activity reported

OLD NEWS; East Bridgewater Triathlon [Editors note: See the report by NI1X later in this issue]

Skywarn/ARES Carl N1FY; Nothing to report

NEW BUSINESS; None

Carl N1FY closed meeting at 8:35PM

Respectfully Submitted, Loren Pimental, N1IQI; Secretary

ARES VOLUNTEERS PROVIDE EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION SUPPORT DURING THE DNC
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By Bruce Hayden, NI1X

The Eastern Massachusetts Section of the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) was requested to provide amateur radio emergency communication support for the Red Cross Chapters in Boston and Waltham during the week of the Democratic National Convention.  ARES amateur radio operators were also on standby to provide emergency communication if needed for the Salvation Army and the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA).
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Local HAM Carl Aveni N1FY of Brockton – President of the Massasoit Amateur Radio Association and the Amateur Radio Emergency Service District Emergency Coordinator (ARES-DEC) for Plymouth County directed the effort.  He was asked to set up a Net Control Command Center and coordinate the Net Control activities at the Bridgewater Emergency Operations Center (EOC) with additional amateur radio operators stationed at Red Cross Boston and Red Cross Waltham.  Carl N1FY made himself available to coordinate and supervised the volunteer crew at the Bridgewater EOC from 8 am until midnight – Monday through Thursday - and from 8 AM through closing on Friday afternoon.  If you had questions, Carl had the answers.
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Carl reported that we have Herb Lemon KC1ZW, the Bridgewater Emergency Management Agency Director and member of the Town of Bridgewater Board of Selectman, to thank for his support in allowing the ARES team to utilize the fully equipped Town of Bridgewater Emergency Operations Center.
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Assisting Carl cover this three shift operation were Gil Follett W1GMF of Abington; Phil MacNamara, N1XTB of Middleboro; John Mahon, N1PYM, of Brockton; Allan Cox Jr., K1VQ, of Mansfield; Mark Loring, KC1ML, of Plymouth; and Whitman Club members Bruce Hayden, NI1X; Bob Burns, K1RB; Jeff Lehmann N1ZZN; [image: image11.jpg]


George Davis KC1FZ; and Roy Logan KB1CYV.
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Allan K1VQ volunteered his services at both Red Cross Waltham and the Bridgewater EOC.  Gil W1GMF spent many hours manning the PACKET Radio

and Echo Link.  Phil N1XTB found time to investigate and evaluate the condition the several battery backup systems and started to convert all rigs to the interchangeable Anderson Power Pole connectors.  Over the week we found equipment that worked well and other equipment that required repair or needed to be upgraded.  In addition, with the large number of people involved there were security procedures tested to authenticate messages and operators, a very interesting procedure.

Other amateur radio operators were heard accessing the New England NET via Echolink utilizing only their home computers.  A New England NET roll call was conducted every other hour so as not to conflict with the Bridgewater Emergency Operation Center 2M roll call.

Along with monitoring about 10 individual frequencies with a combination of handheld, mobile and Base Station transceivers, the crew also monitored the TV coverage of the Democratic National Convention along with the Boston Police frequency and other Boston Emergency Services.

Mark Loring, KC1ML, shows us just how close his home station is to the Plymouth Nuclear Power Plant which is located at the center of the red wind direction arrow.  Mark was asked to stand by as a home station and take over as SKYWARN Net Control during the week of the Democratic National Convention while the regular SKYWARN Net Control operators were busy at the Bridgewater EOC.



The Amateur Radio Emergency Services (ARES) leadership spent considerable time at the Bridgewater Emergency Operations Center as part of their rounds that included the Boston and Waltham Red Cross headquarters and the City of Boston Emergency Operations Center.  Visiting the Bridgewater Emergency Operations Center were Mike Neilson, W1MPN, of Hudson – the ARES Eastern Massachusetts (EMA) Section Emergency Coordinator (SEC), Rob Macedo KD1CY of New Bedford - the ARES EMA Deputy Section Emergency Coordinator and SKYWARN Coordinator along with Mark Duff, KB1EKN, of Hingham - the ARES Metro Boston District Emergency Coordinator.  They reported that this volunteer effort, which stretched over a five day period, was greatly appreciated and has made us ready for the real thing, be it a future hurricane or local emergency. 

Carl, N1FY, had challenged his Emergency Response volunteers to treat this as an opportunity to further develop their emergency communication skills through on-air practice as Net Control and by originating and sending agency status messages by amateur radio using voice over amateur radio transceivers, packet radio (using computer & radio) and Echolink (using computers and the internet).

Carl also reported that, more importantly, we demonstrated our ability to work with a number of Public Service agencies that included the Red Cross, the Salvation Army, MARS, MEMA and various Emergency Operations Centers (EOC’s) in Eastern Massachusetts by conducting a Net roll call up every two hours and utilizing proper NET management procedures including going off frequency to pass traffic and developing a working relationship that will hopefully go far beyond this singular event. This call up also included numerous individual home support stations.  If something had happened, this support would have been expanded to include good old-fashioned point to point communication between designated Red Cross evacuation shelters, vehicles going to and from the shelters and the Red Cross Chapter houses.

YMCA Triathlon

by Bruce Hayden, NI1X

MARA, with the heolp of two Whitman Club members Roy KB1CYV and Bruce NI1X, were part of the  Massasoit Club team providing amateur radio communication support for the Middleboro YMCA Triathlon on July 18th.  It’s estimated that approximately 400 participants took part in what was reported as a 1 mile swim, 24 mile bike race and 6 mile road race – a “Triathlon”.
Carl Aveni N1FY set up Net Control at the YMCA Camp Yomechas.  The amateur radio communication crew that was stationed along the route are shown in the photo – seen standing L. to R. is Phil MacNamara N1XTB, Bruce Hayden NI1X, Maryanne DeCoster N1SGW, Gary DeCoster WA1CIM, Carl Aveni N1FY and Roy Logan KB1CYV.  Seen seated at the 2-meter Base Station is Gil Follett W1GMF.  Also participating but not present when the picture was taken was Walt Fitzgerald N1LHD.

The volunteers were thanked many times by the passing bikers/runners for being there at the dangerous intersections.  It was reported that the speed bumps on the newly paved Camp entrance road proved quite an obstacle to some of the bike racers.

Amateur Radio Advanced Emergency Communications Workshop Saturday August 28th, 2004:

There will be an Advanced Emergency Communications Workshop on Saturday August 28th, 2004 from 9:00 AM-3:30 PM at the SEMARA (Southeast Massachusetts Amateur Radio Association) Club House on 54 Donald Street in South Dartmouth, Massachusetts. This session is being put on by the ARES Section Staff, the SEMARA Club, and SEMARA Club Emergency Coordinator and Assistant Emergency Coordinator, KD1CY-Rob Macedo and N1XRS-Tony Duarte.  Also, W1EV, Scott Szala, from the SEMARA Activities committee will be providing a lot of assistance for this workshop.

This Advanced Emergency Communications Workshop will provide additional background in advanced emergency communication topics that will build on our general level emergency communications workshop course.  Those who have not attended our general level emergency communications workshop course may attend this advanced workshop but must understand that many of the basic topics that are covered in our general level course will not be covered in this specific workshop.

Please bring a HT to the workshop as it may be utilized during the workshop.

Topics for this advanced workshop include the following:

· Emergency Communication Applications of Voice Over IP Technology

· Amateur Radio Digital Communications and Applications for Emergency Communications

· How to Be a Participant and How to Be Net Control for a NTS Traffic Net

· How to Deploy, Setup and Operate at an Existing EOC When Asked to Deploy

· How to Deploy, Setup and Operate at a shelter or similar place of deployment

Please note that these topics may change slightly as we get closer to the workshop date.

This training will also feature a special 90-minute lunch that will be provided at no coerced cost to any Amateur who attends the session.  The lunch will be Scott Szala's "ARRL Eastern Massachusetts Section" famous Chicken Barbeque that was done at the general Emergency Communications Workshop last year at SEMARA.

Where the SEMARA Club has their own club-house, there will be representatives from the club to give Amateurs a tour of the facility and the club's plans moving forward. This will be especially good for those from other areas that may attend this workshop as the SEMARA Club is a signficant contributor to the ARRL Eastern Massachusetts section.

The Emergency Communications presentations will be given by other Amateur Operators well versed in the topics listed above.  The training will be a worthwhile endeavor not just for emergency communicators but for anyone who is an amateur radio operator, and wants to learn more about the hobby.

Preregistration is required for this workshop so that the club can assure enough food is provided so please decide as soon as possible if you would like to attend this workshop.

Directions and a map to the SEMARA Club House: http://www.semara.org/direct.htm

For any additional information and to preregister for the workshop, please contact:

N1XRS, Tony Duarte by email TDDuarte@comcast.net

KD1CY, Rob Macedo by email rmacedo@rcn.com

W1MPN, Mike Neilsen by email w1mpn@ema.arrl.org

This training should be a worthwhile endeavor for anyone interested in learning more about emergency communications and amateur radio in general.

Spoofing ARRL E-mail Messages

The ARRL Letter, Vol. 23, No. 30, July 30, 2004

Recent e-mail messages purporting to be from "noreply@arrl.net," the "ARRL.net Support Team" or some similar variations are not from the ARRL.  These messages are the result of a recent variant of a virus permeating the Internet.  ARRL has heard from members who have received e-mails alleging that their ARRL E-Mail Forwarding Service (@arrl.net) address has been used to send out spam and urging them to open an attachment to help resolve the situation.

Opening the attachment will infect the recipient's computer.  Outside of routine correspondence, the ARRL only sends e-mail to members who request mailings, such as W1AW bulletins and The ARRL Letter, and none of these are sent via the ARRL E-Mail Forwarding Service  As a defense against these kinds of viruses, we recommend installing virus protection software on all personal computers and updating it on a regular basis.

FCC says new vanity fee really goes into effect August 10

ARLB023

FCC personnel have clarified that the new Amateur Radio vanity call sign regulatory fee of $20.80 for the 10-year license term actually becomes effective Tuesday, August 10, not Friday, August 6 as ARRL and others had announced based on information in The Federal Register.

A staff member at the FCC's Gettysburg office told ARRL that the Commission's computer system has been programmed to accept the new fee starting August 10.  A management-level staffer in the FCC's Office of Managing Director explained that the Commission was not necessarily bound by the August 6 effective date The Federal Register indicates, which was 30 days after publication of the order containing the new fee schedule.

Applicants for amateur vanity call signs will continue to pay the $16.30 fee per vanity call sign application until the new fee goes into effect.  All applications received at the FCC on or after Tuesday, August 10 must be accompanied by the new, higher fee.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President:: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President:: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)
440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  W1GMF-7 (Whitman)

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv
WARC Web Page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Qsl via

www.eqsl.com
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.03 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 & PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com
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PO Box 428


Bridgewater, MA  02324





Allan Cox, K1VQ &�Jeff Lehmann, N1ZZN





Phil MacNamara N1XTB &


Carl Aveni, N1FY





Herb Lemon, KC1ZW





Gil Follett, W1GMF &�Roy Logan, KB1CYV





George Davis, KC1FZ & Bob Burns, K1RB





Mark  Loring  KC1ML





Gil  Follett  W1GMF,  John Mahon N1PYM & Mike Neilson W1MPN


Carl  Aveni  N1FY,  Bruce  Hayden  NI1X  &  Rob Macedo KD1CY





Mark Duff, KB1EKN


(Has Mark ever used that rig before??)








